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The A. B. Freeman School of Business at Tulane University represents a foundational pillar in the landscape of
global management education. Established in 1914, it is not merely a historical institution but a progenitor of
modern business standards, serving as a founding member of the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools

of Business (AACSB). This analysis explores the technical architecture of its curriculum, the pedagogical
methodologies employed in its specialized programs, and the institutional frameworks that maintain its status as a
premier global business school located in the unique economic ecosystem of New Orleans.

The Theoretical Framework of Freeman’s Accreditation and Standards

As a founding member of the AACSB, the Freeman School adheres to a rigorous set of Quality Assurance
Standardsthat dictate the trajectory of its academic offerings. The AACSB framework is built upon three primary
pillars: engagement, innovation, and impact. In the context of the Freeman School, this theoretical framework
translates into a curriculum that is continuously recalibrated to meet the shifting demands of the global market.

The AACSB Accreditation Pillar Analysis

To understand the technical rigor of a Freeman education, one must analyze the accreditation standards that
govern its operations. These standards ensure that the school maintains a high ratio of Scholarly Academics (SA)
and Practitioner Fellows (PA)among its faculty, ensuring that theoretical research is balanced with real-world
application.

e Strategic Management and Innovation: The school must demonstrate a clear mission and the financial
strategies to support high-level research.

¢ Learning and Teaching: Programs are designed with specific Learning Goals (LGs) and Learning Objectives
(LOs) that are measured through systematic Assurance of Learning (AoL) processes.

¢ Academic and Professional Engagement: Ensuring that students interact with current industry practices
through internships, clinical professorships, and executive-in-residence programs.

Technical Architecture of Undergraduate Programs: The BSM Model

The Bachelor of Science in Management (BSM)is the flagship undergraduate degree at the Freeman School.
Unlike traditional general business degrees, the BSM is engineered to provide a deep technical foundation in
quantitative analysis, behavioral science, and strategic execution. The curriculum is partitioned into core
requirements and specialized concentrations, allowing for a modular approach to business education.

The Core Quantitative Sequence

At the heart of the BSM degree is a sequence of quantitative courses designed to instill data literacy. This includes
Business Statistics, Financial Accounting, and Managerial Economics. The technical objective is to move
students from descriptive statistics (what happened) to predictive and prescriptive analytics (what will happen and
how to optimize for it).



Course Category Technical Focus Primary Learning Outcome

Accounting GAAP, Financial Reporting, Cost Ability to interpret complex balance
Analysis sheets and income statements.

Finance Time Value of Money (TVM), DCF Valuation of assets and capital
Modeling budgeting techniques.

Business Analytics Regression Analysis, Data Deriving actionable insights from
Visualization large datasets.

Marketing Consumer Behavior Models, Market Strategic positioning based on
Segmentation empirical market data.

Graduate Specializations and Advanced Methodologies

The Freeman School offers a suite of graduate programs including the Master of Business Administration (MBA)
, Master of Finance (MFIN), and Master of Business Analytics (MANA). Each of these programs employs
advanced technical workflows to prepare students for leadership roles.

The Master of Finance (MFIN) Technical Workflow

The MFIN program at Freeman is renowned for its intense focus on Computational Finance and Equity Research
. Students are trained in the use of Bloomberg Terminals and specialized software to perform real-time market
analysis. The curriculum often involves the Capital Asset Pricing Model (CAPM) and the Black-Scholes Model
for option pricing.

Master of Business Analytics (MANA) and Data Science Integration

The MANA program bridges the gap between pure data science and business strategy. The technical stack
typically includes:

¢ Python and R Programming: Used for statistical computing and automated data cleaning.

e SQL (Structured Query Language): Essential for database management and querying large-scale enterprise
data.

e Machine Learning Algorithms: Application of supervised and unsupervised learning to solve business
problems such as churn prediction and customer lifetime value (CLV) estimation.

Experiential Learning: The Burkenroad Reports Case Study

One of the most distinctive technical components of the Freeman School is the Burkenroad Reportsprogram.

This is the first university-sponsored securities research program in the nation. It serves as a practical field guide
for equity analysis, providing a laboratory for students to apply theoretical valuation models to small-to-mid-cap
companies in the Gulf South region.

The Equity Research Procedural Execution

1. Company Selection: Identification of "under-followed" public companies in the region.

2. Site Visits and Management Interviews: Qualitative data gathering to assess institutional leadership.

3. Financial Modeling: Building complex Discounted Cash Flow (DCF) models and Comparable Company
Analysis (Comps).

4. Report Publication: Production of institutional-grade research reports distributed to investment professionals.



This process mimics the workflow of a professional buy-side or sell-side analyst, providing a rigorous technical
bridge between academia and the financial services industry.

Global Leadership and Strategic Management

The Freeman School of Business emphasizes global integration through its Goldring Institute for International
Business. The technical focus here is on Cross-Border Transactional Analysis and Global Supply Chain

Optimization. Students analyze how geopolitical shifts affect trade routes, currency fluctuations, and international
labor laws.

Comparison Matrix: Undergraduate vs. Graduate Technical Depth



Feature Undergraduate (BSM) Graduate (MBA/MS)

Analytical Depth Foundational Statistical Analysis Advanced Predictive Modeling

Case Complexity Single-variable Business Scenarios Multi-dimensional Strategic
Simulations

Industry Integration Internship Focus Consulting Projects & Specialized
Research

Mathematical Rigor Calculus-based Business Math Stochastic Calculus & Advanced

Econometrics

The New Orleans Economic Ecosystem and Entrepreneurship

The location of the Freeman School in New Orleans provides a unique laboratory for studying Entrepreneurship
and Energy Economics. The school’s Levy-Rosenblum Institute for Entrepreneurshipfocuses on the
mechanics of venture capital, lean startup methodologies, and the scaling of small businesses in a post-industrial
economy.

Technical Analysis of the Energy Specialization

Given the proximity to the Gulf of Mexico’s energy corridor, Freeman offers specialized training in Energy Finance.
This involves the technical study of:

« Commodity Trading: Understanding the mechanics of futures and options in the oil and gas markets.

e Project Finance: Structuring the financing for large-scale infrastructure projects using Special Purpose
Vehicles (SPVs).

* Renewable Energy Transition: Analyzing the Levelized Cost of Energy (LCOE) for solar, wind, and hydrogen
technologies.

Operational Challenges and Strategic Solutions in Business Education

Modern business schools face significant operational challenges, including the rapid obsolescence of technical
skills and the integration of Artificial Intelligence (Al). Freeman addresses these through a continuous feedback
loop with its Business Advisory Council.

Problem-Solution Framework for Curriculum Evolution

Challenge: The disconnect between academic theory and the rapid pace of FinTech innovation.Technical
Solution: Integration of Blockchain Technology and Algorithmic Trading modules into the finance curriculum,
ensuring students are proficient in the infrastructure of future financial markets.

Challenge: Maintaining student engagement in a hybrid learning environment.Technical Solution: Deployment of
advanced Learning Management Systems (LMS)and synchronous digital collaboration tools that facilitate real-
time case study analysis across global cohorts.

The Future of Management Science at Tulane

As the Freeman School moves into its second century, the focus is shifting toward the Intersection of Business
and Social Impact. This involves the application of Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG)metrics to



corporate valuation. The technical challenge lies in the standardization of these metrics, a task that Freeman
faculty are actively engaged in through scholarly research.

Mathematical Modeling of ESG Impact

The school explores the correlation between ESG performance and Weighted Average Cost of Capital (WACC).
By utilizing regression models, researchers at Freeman investigate whether companies with higher sustainability
scores benefit from lower risk premiums in the equity markets. This data-driven approach moves ESG from a moral
imperative to a technical financial strategy.

The institutional strength of the A. B. Freeman School of Business lies in its ability to balance its rich historical
legacy with a forward-looking, technical approach to management. By maintaining rigorous accreditation standards,
fostering experiential learning through programs like the Burkenroad Reports, and specializing in high-growth
sectors like business analytics and energy finance, Freeman prepares its graduates to navigate the complexities of
the 21st-century global economy. The school's commitment to quantitative rigor, paired with a deep understanding
of the qualitative nuances of leadership, ensures that it remains at the forefront of business education. As the global
landscape continues to evolve through technological disruption and economic shifts, the frameworks established at
Tulane University provide a robust roadmap for sustainable institutional and professional success.
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