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The historiography of the Near East and the origins of Abrahamic religions have undergone significant scrutiny over 

the last century. Traditional Eurocentric perspectives have often framed the narratives of the Old and New 

Testaments within a Western or Levantine cultural vacuum. However, the emergence of Afrocentric scholarship, 

most notably represented by Nana Banchie Darkwah, Ph.D., in his seminal work “The Africans Who Wrote the 

Bible,”presents a paradigm shift in how biblical history, ethnicity, and geography are understood. This analysis

delves into the technical frameworks, linguistic evidence, and historical methodologies used to argue that the

original authors and subjects of the Bible were of African descent.

The Theoretical Framework of Afrocentric Biblical Historiography

To understand the premise of African biblical authorship, one must first engage with the Theoretical Framework of 

Cultural Continuity. This framework posits that the ancient Israelites were not a distinct ethnic group separated 

from the African continent but were an integral part of the Nilotic and Northeast African cultural sphere. Darkwah’s 

thesis relies on the Migration Model, which tracks the movement of various African ethnic groups from the Nile

Valley (ancient Egypt and Ethiopia) to other parts of the continent, specifically West Africa.

The core mechanics of this research involve three primary pillars:

•  Onomastic Analysis: The study of proper names and their origins, suggesting that biblical names are 

phonetically and semantically linked to modern African languages, particularly the Akan language of Ghana.

•  Geographical Revisionism: A critical re-examination of the physical boundaries of the “Holy Land,” arguing 

that ancient Israel and Canaan were geographically contiguous with and culturally inseparable from the African 

landmass.

•  Linguistic Archeology: The process of deconstructing Hebrew and Greek translations to find underlying 

African root words that have been obscured by centuries of European interpretation.

Linguistic Mechanization and the Akan Connection

A significant portion of Darkwah’s technical analysis focuses on the Akan people. According to the research, the 

ancestors of the Akan were the ancient Israelites who migrated from the Nile Valley following the Roman and 

Islamic invasions. Darkwah utilizes a Comparative Phonetic Model to demonstrate that biblical names are 

essentially Akan names. For instance, the name “Abraham”is dissected not through Semitic roots, but through

African tonal and lexical structures.

Mathematical and Linguistic Correlation Table

The following table illustrates the phonetic and semantic correlations between Biblical Hebrew terms and African

(Akan/Ga) equivalents as proposed in the research:



Biblical Name/Term Phonetic Equivalent 
(Akan/African)

Technical Semantic 
Meaning

Historical 
Contextualization

Amen Amon / Amen Hidden One / Life Force Originally an Egyptian 
deity, later integrated into 
monotheistic prayer.

Isaac Asaase Earth / Land Symbolizes the connection 
between the patriarch and 
the territorial inheritance.

Moses Mosu / Mensah Drawn from Water / Third 
Child

Common African naming 
conventions based on birth 
order and circumstance.

Jerusalem Gye-ru-sa-lem City of Peace / Settlement Interpreted as an African 
settlement prefix (Gye/Ka).

Israel Asar-el God of Osiris / Power A composite of Nilotic and 
West African theological 
concepts.

Technical Breakdown of the Migration Pathways

One of the most complex components of the Afrocentric biblical thesis is the Migration Pathway Analysis. This 

requires an understanding of the Trans-Saharan and Nile-Niger corridors. Darkwah proposes that the exodus

was not a singular event but a series of migrations spanning centuries.

The Three Stages of Relocation

1.  The Nilotic Era (c. 1500 BCE - 500 BCE): During this period, the proto-Israelites lived within the boundaries 

of ancient Kemet (Egypt) and Kush (Sudan). The technical execution of the priestly rituals and the writing of the 

early Pentateuch occurred within the Egyptian Mystery Schools.

2.  The Levant-Diaspora Era (c. 500 BCE - 700 CE): Displacement caused by Persian, Greek, and Roman 

conquests forced the priestly classes to move into the interior of Africa. This is where Darkwah argues the "Ancient 

Secrets" were preserved by secret societies and oral traditions.

3.  The West African Consolidation (700 CE - Present): The final migration into the forests of West Africa, where 

the Akan, Ga, and Ewe tribes established kingdoms that maintained the social structures, matrilineal descent 

systems, and religious taboos described in the Levitical laws.

Core Mechanics: Matrilineal vs. Patrilineal Systems

A technical conflict often cited in biblical studies is the shift from Matrilineal (African) to Patrilineal (European/

Modern Semitic) systems. Darkwah argues that the original biblical Israelites practiced matrilineal succession, 

which is a hallmark of many West African societies today. In the Akan “Abusua”system, lineage is determined by

the mother, which aligns with the ancient Egyptian and early Hebrew customs that were later altered by patriarchal

Roman legal frameworks.

Comparison Matrix: Social Structures



Feature Western/Modern Biblical 
View

Darkwah’s Afrocentric 
Thesis

Evidence / Observation

Descent System Patrilineal (Father to Son) Matrilineal (Mother to Child) Inheritance laws of the 
Akan and ancient Egyptian 
royalty.

Priesthood Formalized Hierarchy Ancestral and Spirit-Led Continuity between Levite 
duties and African fetish 
priest roles.

Dietary Laws Kosher (Religious Ritual) Totemic Taboo (Cultural 
Identity)

The concept of "Akyiwade" 
in Ghana mirrors Levitical 
prohibitions.

Godhead Abstract Monotheism Universal Life Force 
(Nyame)

Technical similarities in the 
attributes of the Creator.

The Architecture of Information Suppression

A critical question addressed in “The Africans Who Wrote the Bible”  is how this history was lost. Darkwah 

utilizes a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to examine the role of European ecclesiastical institutions. He argues 

that the Council of Nicaea (325 CE) and subsequent councils were not just theological gatherings but strategic 

rebranding initiatives.

The Mechanics of History Modification

•  Iconographic Whitewashing: The technical removal of melanated imagery from sacred texts and cathedrals, 

replacing them with Caucasian phenotypes.

•  Toponymic Displacement: Renaming African locations with Semitic or Greek names to decouple the events of 

the Bible from the African soil.

•  Linguistic Filtering: The translation of the Bible into Latin and King James English, which stripped the original 

African cultural nuances and idioms from the text.

Practical Implementation: Identifying Africanisms in the Bible

For scholars and researchers looking to verify Darkwah’s claims, a Field Guide for Africanist Biblical Research

involves several procedural steps. This technical workflow allows for a structured evaluation of biblical texts through

an African lens.

Step-by-Step Research Procedure

1.  Etymological Deconstruction: Take a biblical place name (e.g., Mount Sinai) and strip the Greek/Latin 

suffixes. Analyze the root syllables using the Kwa language family (Akan, Ewe, Igbo).

2.  Anthropological Mapping: Compare the Rites of Passage described in the Torah (circumcision, purification 

after childbirth) with existing traditional practices in West and East Africa.

3.  Phonetic Reconnaissance: Use audio recordings of African dialects to hear the tonal shifts that correlate with 

Ancient Hebrew vowel points (Niqqud), which are often absent in written European scripts.

4.  Genetic Cross-Referencing: Utilize Haplogroup E1b1a (prevalent in Sub-Saharan Africa) data to track the 

movement of populations that coincide with the biblical narrative’s timelines.

Case Studies: Biblical Figures and Their African Counterparts



To further illustrate the depth of this research, we must analyze specific case studies of biblical figures through the 

lens of Darkwah's findings. This involves a Phenotypical and Cultural Audit.

Case Study 1: The Identity of King Solomon

Mainstream history often depicts Solomon as a Mediterranean figure. However, Darkwah’s research points to his 

connections to the Queen of Sheba (an Ethiopian monarch). The technical analysis of the Kebra Nagast(The

Glory of Kings) provides a parallel record of Solomon's lineage, suggesting that the “Wisdom of Solomon” was

actually a collection of African proverbs and philosophical tenets that predated the written Hebrew script.

Case Study 2: The Levite Priesthood

The Levites were the designated keepers of the Ark of the Covenant. In the technical study of African tribal 

structures, the Ga-Adangmepeople of Ghana exhibit a social stratification that mirror-images the Levite

priesthood. Their rituals of “Homowo” and their specific involvement in the carrying of sacred stools (the African

equivalent of the Ark) suggest a direct procedural inheritance from the ancient Israelite temple system.

Troubleshooting Common Historical Discrepancies

In any technical revisionist history, there are challenges and failure modes in the data. Critics often point to the 

Linguistic Drift—the idea that languages change so much over 3,000 years that phonetic similarities may be

coincidental.

Solutions and Counter-Arguments

•  Persistence of Sacred Language: Darkwah counters that while colloquial language changes, liturgical 

language (the language of prayer and ritual) remains static for millennia. Therefore, the Akan “Nyame” (God) 

remains consistent because it is anchored in religious ritual.

•  Archaeological Discontinuity: The lack of physical ruins in West Africa resembling Solomon's Temple is often 

cited. The Afrocentric solution suggests that the African architectural tradition focused on organic and 

biodegradable materials (adobe, wood) which, unlike the stone of Egypt or Rome, does not survive the humid 

tropical climate, necessitating a reliance on oral and cultural archeology.

Technical Synthesis of Modern Implications

The technical implications of Nana Banchie Darkwah’s work extend beyond simple religious debate. They 

intersect with Sociolinguistics, Post-Colonial Theory, and Genetic Genealogy . By positioning Africans as the 

primary architects of the world's most influential book, the research challenges the Intellectual Hegemony of the 

West. This shift requires a complete re-evaluation of the Global Curriculum in theology and history departments.

The study of these "Ancient Secrets" suggests that the Bible is not a foreign document to the African continent but 

a Domestic Legal and Spiritual Archive. For the practitioner, this means that reading the Bible becomes an act of

ancestral reclamation. The methodological rigor applied by Darkwah—combining linguistics, migration patterns,

and cultural anthropology—provides a blueprint for other indigenous groups to reclaim their suppressed histories.

Ultimately, the technical analysis of the Bible as an African document serves to bridge the gap between Traditional 

African Religion and Global Christianity. It suggests that the two are not diametrically opposed but are branches 

of the same Nilotic root. As more genetic and linguistic data becomes available, the frameworks established in 

“The Africans Who Wrote the Bible” will likely serve as the foundational parameters for a new era of biblical and

historical inquiry, emphasizing the central role of African intellect and culture in the development of human

civilization.
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