
HISTORICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY ARCHIVAL SCIENCE

The Agiologio Dominico: A Technical and Historical 
Analysis of 18th-Century Dominican Hagiography
Published: September 25, 2025  |  Index ID: #421

Introduction to the Agiologio Dominico and the Dominican Historiographical 
Tradition

The Agiologio Dominico (Dominican Hagiology) represents one of the most ambitious genealogical and 

biographical projects of the 18th century within the Lusophone world. Authored and translated largely by Manuel 

de Lima, this multi-volume work serves as a definitive record of the lives of saints, blesseds, martyrs, and 

venerable persons belonging to the Ordem dos Prégadores(Order of Preachers, or Dominicans). Published in

Lisbon during the mid-1700s—with notable editions in 1743 and 1753—the Agiologio is more than a religious text;

it is a technical artifact of early modern printing, a linguistic record of the Portuguese language's evolution, and a

primary source for prosopographical research into the Dominican order.

Hagiography, as a discipline, requires a rigorous methodological approach to distinguish between historical fact, 

oral tradition, and theological allegory. In the context of the Agiologio Dominico, the technical scope extends to the 

systematic organization of biographies according to the Proprium Sanctorum (the Sanctorale), where entries are 

arranged chronologically by their feast days across the twelve months of the year. This structure allowed for both 

liturgical utility and ease of reference for scholars of the period. Understanding the practical scope of this work 

requires an analysis of its bibliographic assembly, the theological criteria for canonization used in the 18th century, 

and the printing technologies employed by figures such as Soares in Lisbon.

Theoretical Framework: Hagiography as a Technical Discipline

The production of a work like the Agiologio Dominico involves several core concepts that intersect theology, history, 

and archival science. To analyze this document, one must first understand the classification of the individuals 

documented within its pages. The Dominican Order, established by Saint Dominic in the early 13th century, placed 

a heavy emphasis on intellectualism and preaching (Contemplari et aliis contemplata tradere). This intellectual rigor 

is reflected in how their 'lives' (vidas) were recorded.

Key Terminologies and Classifications

•  Hagiography: The technical study of the lives of saints. In the 18th century, this transitioned from purely 

devotional writing to a more critical analysis, influenced by the Bollandists and their Acta Sanctorum.

•  Beatos (The Blessed): Individuals who have been granted 'Beatification,' a step below full canonization, 

allowing for local or specific veneration within the Order.

•  Martyres (Martyrs): Those who died for the faith. The Agiologio provides detailed 'Passiones' (accounts of 

suffering) which serve as legalistic proofs of faith.

•  Venerable Persons: Individuals whose lives were characterized by 'heroic virtue' but who had not yet reached 

the formal status of Beato.

The Structure of the Sanctorale

The Agiologio follows a strict Calendrical Algorithm. Unlike a standard biography that follows a person's life from 

birth to death in a vacuum, a hagiology organizes 'dies natalis' (the day of birth into heaven, i.e., the day of death). 



This requires a complex cross-referencing system to ensure that individuals are not missed. The JSON data 

specifically mentions volumes covering Outubro (October) and Novembro (November), indicating that the work

was likely divided into seasonal or monthly volumes to manage its immense page count (Volume 2 alone is noted

as having 746 pages).

Technical Analysis: Bibliographic and Material Anatomy

Analyzing the 1743 and 1753 editions of the Agiologio Dominico reveals significant insights into 18th-century 

Portuguese book production. The printer, Soares, utilized a traditional Letterpressmechanism. This process

involved setting individual pieces of movable lead type, a labor-intensive task that required high levels of literacy

and technical precision from the compositors.

Material Specifications and Printing Logistics

The volumes were typically printed on Rag Paper, a durable medium made from cotton and linen fibers. This 

explains why many copies remain in relatively good condition in European archives today. The ink used was a 

mixture of lampblack and linseed oil, providing a high-contrast, permanent finish. The use of Roman and Italic 

typefaces helped distinguish between the biographical narrative and the theological commentary or citations.



Technical Feature Description/Specification Impact on Research

Binding Format Quarto or Octavo (Standard for the 
period)

Determines portability and archival 
shelf-space requirements.

Pagination Sequential within volumes (e.g., 746 
pages in Vol 2)

Allows for precise citation in academic 
and genealogical studies.

Orthography Pre-reform Portuguese (use of 'ph', 
'y', 'cc')

Requires linguistic expertise for 
modern digital transcription/OCR.

Volume Layout Day-by-day organization Enables use as a daily liturgical or 
devotional guide.

The Role of Manuel de Lima

Manuel de Lima acted as both a curator and a translator. In the 18th century, translation was not merely a linguistic 

swap but an Interpretative Adaptation. He would have consulted Latin manuscripts and earlier chronicles from the 

Order's archives. His technical challenge was to standardize these varied sources into a cohesive Portuguese 

narrative that met the censorship requirements of the Real Mesa Censória and the Inquisition, which were active

in Portugal at the time.

Theological and Procedural Workflow of Hagiographical Compilation

The compilation of the Agiologio Dominico followed a rigorous procedural execution. For a life to be included, it had

to pass through a series of filters. This methodology can be broken down into a technical workflow that mirrors

modern database management: data collection, verification, categorization, and publication.

Step-by-Step Compilation Methodology

1.  Source Identification: Researchers (often friars) would scour the Analecta of the Order and local convent 

records in places like Aveiro, Braga, and Guimarães.

2.  Fact Verification: Comparing accounts of the same individual across different languages (Latin, Spanish, 

Italian) to ensure consistency in dates and locations.

3.  Thematic Categorization: Assigning the individual to a specific 'rank' (Martyr vs. Confessor) based on the 

nature of their service to the Church.

4.  Drafting the 'Elogium': Writing a condensed summary of the person's virtues and miracles, which would then 

be expanded into the full 'Vida.'

5.  Ecclesiastical Review: Submitting the manuscript for 'Imprimatur' (permission to print), ensuring the content 

was doctrinally sound.

Comparative Analysis: Dominican vs. Jesuit Hagiography

The Dominican approach to recording the lives of saints differed technically from other orders, such as the Jesuits

(Societas Iesu). The following table provides a comparison of these hagiographical traditions as they existed in the

18th century.



Feature Dominican (Agiologio Dominico) Jesuit (Acta Sanctorum / Menology)

Primary Focus Intellectual defense of the faith and 
doctrinal preaching.

Missionary zeal, educational 
expansion, and martyrdom.

Structural Logic Strict adherence to the Liturgical Year 
(Sanctorale).

Often organized by geographic 
province or mission field.

Tone Scholastic and contemplative; focuses 
on 'theology in practice.'

Heroic and dramatic; focuses on the 
'Imitatio Christi' in action.

Historical Depth Extends back to the 13th century 
(foundation of the Order).

Limited to the post-1540 era (post-
Reformation context).

Geographical Context: Aveiro, Braga, and Guimarães

The JSON data mentions specific locations such as Santo António de Aveiro, São Francisco de Aveiro, and 

Braga. These references are critical for understanding the Ecclesiastical Geographyof the Dominican Order in

Portugal. The Agiologio was not just a global record but a localized one. Convents in these regions served as

technical hubs for the Order.

•  Braga: As a primary religious center (The See/Sé), Braga was a repository for many of the manuscripts that 

Manuel de Lima would have consulted. The Casa dos Biscaínhos and other aristocratic archives often held private 

libraries with Dominican texts.

•  Aveiro: The presence of the Order in Aveiro (Dominican and Franciscan) meant that the Agiologio served as a 

vital tool for local identity, validating the sanctity of local figures.

•  Guimarães: The reference to São Paio and other local societies highlights how the Agiology integrated with 

the broader social and cultural fabric of Portuguese towns.

Technical Challenges in Modern Digitization and OCR

As indicated by the file references like 28639.2.pdf.txtin the data snippet, there is a modern technical effort to

digitize these 18th-century texts. However, this process faces significant hurdles that require advanced

computational linguistic solutions.

OCR (Optical Character Recognition) Failures

Standard OCR engines often struggle with 18th-century typography. Common technical errors include:

•  Long 's' (�ò’�g0. 'f': The character '�òr�—2�g&W�VVçFÇ’�Ö—7&V�B��2��â�vbrÂ�ÆV�F–ær�Fò�pords like 'santos' being indexed as 

'fantos.'

•  Ligatures: Character combinations like 'ct' or 'st' were often printed as a single glyph, confusing modern 

character segmenting algorithms.

•  Ink Bleed-through: When the ink from the reverse side of the page (verso) shows through to the front (recto), 

it creates 'noise' that interferes with pixel-level recognition.

Metadata and Semantic Indexing

For the Agiologio to be useful in a digital library, it must be indexed with Schema.orgmarkup (as seen in the SEO

requirements of this article). This involves mapping old theological terms to modern ontological categories. For

example, the term 'Beato' must be tagged so that a search for 'Blessed' or 'Beatified individuals' retrieves the

correct record, even if the user does not know the specific Portuguese term.



The Practical Utility of the Agiologio for Modern Scholarship

Why does a technical writer analyze a 280-year-old book? The Agiologio Dominico remains a vital tool for several

fields of modern inquiry:

1.  Linguistics: Analyzing the transition of Portuguese from the late Baroque period to the Enlightenment.

2.  Genealogy: Tracking the familial origins of prominent friars, which often reveals the socio-political networks of 

the 18th-century Portuguese nobility.

3.  Art History: Many of the descriptions in the Agiologio were used as 'blueprints' for Baroque altarpieces and 

azulejo (tile) cycles. An artist would read the description of a saint's life to determine the correct attributes (e.g., a 

lily, a book, a dog with a torch) to include in a painting.

Synthesizing the Historical and Technical Legacy

The Agiologio Dominico stands as a testament to the intersection of faith and the emerging technical rigor of the

18th-century printing world. Through the efforts of Manuel de Lima and the printers of Lisbon, the Order of

Preachers codified their history into a structured, accessible, and durable format. The sheer volume of data—

spanning hundreds of years and thousands of individuals—required a level of information architecture that

predates modern computing but follows many of its logical principles.

By examining the bibliographic structure, the geographical context of Dominican convents in Portugal, and the

modern challenges of digitizing these manuscripts, we gain a holistic view of how knowledge was managed in the

pre-digital era. The Agiologio is not merely a collection of stories; it is a complex technical database of human

virtue, ecclesiastical law, and cultural identity. For researchers today, it remains an indispensable resource for

understanding the religious and social machinery of the 18th-century Lusophone world. The continued preservation

of these volumes, whether in the archives of Braga or the digital repositories of the 21st century, ensures that the

intellectual legacy of the Dominican Order remains accessible for rigorous technical and historical analysis.
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