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The Alfa Romeo 156 (Type 932) remains one of the most significant milestones in the history of Italian automotive 

engineering. Launched in 1997 and winning the European Car of the Year award in 1998, it represents a bridge 

between traditional mechanical purity and the advent of modern electronic integration. For owners, restorers, and 

technicians, navigating the technical landscape of the 156 requires a deep understanding of its documentation, 

ranging from the Blaupunkt sound system manuals to the intricate service guides for the GTA variants.

The Documentation Hierarchy of the Alfa Romeo 156

Maintaining an Alfa Romeo 156 to factory standards necessitates a structured approach to technical literature.

Unlike modern vehicles where all data is digitized and often restricted to dealership portals, the 156 era utilized a

modular documentation system. This system is generally divided into three distinct categories:

•  User Manuals (Owner’s Handbooks): These provide high-level operational instructions, including dashboard 

functionality, basic maintenance schedules, and fluid specifications.

•  Service and Repair Manuals: Highly detailed documents intended for electronics experts and mechanical 

engineers. These include wiring diagrams, torque specifications, and component breakdown (such as the 

BLAUPUNKT ALFA 156 CC service manual).

•  Component-Specific Manuals: Specialized guides for sub-systems, most notably the audio and navigation 

units produced by Blaupunkt and the Selespeed transmission units.

Decoding the Sound System Architecture

The 156 featured several iterations of audio equipment. The most common units were manufactured by Blaupunkt, 

specifically the Alfa 156 CC (Cassette) and the Alfa 156 CD NS 4x4. These units were not merely accessories but 

were integrated into the vehicle's electrical architecture. The 78-page Alfa Romeo Alfa 156 Sound System User 

Manual (A0B0364b) provides the blueprint for these systems.

From a technical perspective, these head units utilize ISO 10487 connectors. Block A handles power supply and

CAN-bus signals (in later models), Block B manages the four-channel speaker output, and Block C is dedicated to

external peripherals like the 10-disc CD changer or the steering wheel interface. Understanding these pinouts is

critical when troubleshooting common issues such as “No Source” errors or parasitic battery drain.

Technical Specifications: GTA and V6 Variants

The Alfa Romeo 156 GTArepresents the pinnacle of the 932 platform. Powered by the legendary 3.2 V6 24V

“Busso” engine, the GTA required specific technical documentation (Manual A0B0364B) that differed significantly

from the Twin Spark or JTD models. The engine, known for its intake chrome pipes, produces 250 PS (184 kW) and

300 N·m of torque.

Engine Metric Breakdown



Feature 3.2 V6 24V GTA 2.5 V6 24V 2.0 JTS

Displacement 3179 cc 2492 cc 1970 cc

Bore x Stroke 93 x 78 mm 88 x 68.3 mm 83 x 91 mm

Compression Ratio 10.5:1 10.3:1 11.3:1

Fuel System Bosch Motronic ME7.3.1 Bosch Motronic ME2.1 Direct Injection

For the 2.5 V6 and 3.2 GTA models, the manual transmissionconfigurations were often paired with specific front

muffler designs (e.g., Part No. VR58227) to manage backpressure and the signature Alfa exhaust note. Technicians

must refer to the 001-055 Alfa 156 GB technical bulletins for correct torque settings on the exhaust manifold to

prevent the common issue of stud shearing due to thermal expansion.

Maintenance Protocol: Cabin Air Filter Replacement

One of the most frequent maintenance tasks that causes confusion among 156 owners is the cabin air filter 

(pollen filter) replacement. The procedure changed significantly during the 2002 facelift.

Pre-Facelift (1997–2001) Procedure:

1.  Open the bonnet and locate the plastic scuttle panel on the passenger side (for LHD) or driver side (for RHD).

2.  Remove the rubber weatherstrip and the three securing screws.

3.  Lift the plastic cover to reveal the filter housing.

4.  Extract the old filter, ensuring no debris falls into the blower motor fan below.

Post-Facelift (2002–2005) Procedure:

In later models, the filter was moved inside the cabin. This requires working within the footwell:

•  Locate the filter housing under the dashboard on the passenger side.

•  Remove the protective carpet trim and unscrew the three 5.5mm or 6mm hex bolts securing the vertical cover.

•  The filter is typically a split-unit design. Slide the first half out, then the second.

•  Ensure the airflow direction arrows on the new filter point toward the center of the car.

Vehicle Identification: Finding the Engine Number

A common hurdle for registration and high-level servicing is locating the Engine Number. Unlike the VIN (Vehicle

Identification Number) which is clearly stamped on the suspension turret and visible through the windscreen, the

engine number on the 156 is often obscured by decades of grime and heat shielding.

On the Twin Spark (TS) and JTS engines, the number is usually stamped on the flange where the engine block 

meets the gearbox housing, near the exhaust manifold. For the V6 Bussoengines, the number is located on the

rear of the block, near the firewall. Locating this requires a high-intensity light and, often, a telescopic mirror. This

number is vital for verifying the “matching numbers” status of a vehicle, which significantly impacts its market value

as a modern classic.

The Blaupunkt Radio Code System and Troubleshooting

The Blaupunkt Alfa 156 CDunits incorporate a security anti-theft system. If the battery is disconnected, the unit



will prompt for a 4-digit code. This security feature was advanced for its time, utilizing an internal EEPROM

(Electrically Erasable Programmable Read-Only Memory) to store the cryptographic key.

How to Retrieve the Radio Code

If the original code card is lost, the code can be mathematically derived from the serial number stamped on the 

metal casing of the radio. A typical serial starts with BP followed by 12 digits (e.g., 815BP331643393674). 

Technicians use the Part Number (starting with 7 643) and the Serial Numberto calculate the unlock code. This

process involves a lookup in the Blaupunkt master database, which correlates the hardware ID with the factory-

assigned PIN.

Common Audio Failure Modes

•  Internal Amplifier Failure: Characterized by a “pop” sound followed by silence. This often requires replacing 

the power IC inside the Blaupunkt unit.

•  CD Read Errors: Usually caused by a misaligned laser lens or dust accumulation. Use of a specialized 

cleaning disc or manual cleaning with isopropyl alcohol is recommended.

•  Display Dimming: A result of aging liquid crystal or failing backlight bulbs (SMD LEDs in later versions).

Engineering Principles: The 156 Chassis and Suspension

The technical brilliance of the 156 lies in its suspension geometry. The High Double Wishbone front suspension 

was designed to maintain a constant contact patch regardless of body roll, providing the steering precision Alfa 

Romeo is known for. The rear uses a MacPherson strutarrangement with unequal-length transverse arms and a

longitudinal trailing arm.

Suspension Component Comparison



Component Standard 156 156 Veloce/Pack 3 156 GTA

Front Anti-roll Bar 22 mm 23 mm 24 mm

Ride Height Standard -15 mm -20 mm

Damping Profile Comfort-biased Firm (Boge/Sachs) Performance (Bilstein-style)

When performing maintenance, using the correct E01AL01001 Instruction Manualfor suspension alignment is

crucial. The 156 is highly sensitive to toe settings; even a 1mm deviation can lead to excessive inner tyre wear, a

common complaint among owners who do not follow factory technical bulletins.

Strategic Implementation of Technical Knowledge

For the professional technician or the dedicated enthusiast, the 156 represents a vehicle that rewards precision. 

Utilizing the 001-055 Alfa 156 GBservice bulletins allows for the implementation of preventative maintenance

strategies that extend the life of sensitive components like the variator (on Twin Spark engines) and the differential

(which is a known weak point on the V6 models).

The integration of the Blaupunkt sound system and the A0B0364B user manualsensures that the interior

experience matches the mechanical excellence. Whether it is calculating a radio code or performing a complex

cabin filter extraction, the availability of high-quality, structured technical data is what keeps these Italian icons on

the road.

Ultimately, the Alfa Romeo 156 is a testament to an era where mechanical soul and early digital convenience

coexisted. Mastery of its technical manuals is not just a requirement for repair; it is a prerequisite for preserving the

heritage of a car that redefined the sports saloon category for the 21st century. By adhering to the procedures

outlined in the official documentation and understanding the engineering principles at play, owners can ensure their

156 continues to deliver the safety, comfort, and driving pleasure originally intended by the designers in Arese.
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