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The Ashtakavarga System of Prediction represents one of the most sophisticated, quantifiable, and
mathematically rigorous methodologies within the broader framework of Vedic Astrology (Jyotisha). Unlike
traditional planetary analysis, which often relies on qualitative assessments of planetary dignities (such as
exaltation, debilitation, or friendship), Ashtakavarga provides a numerical weighting system. This system allows
practitioners to determine the precise strength of planets and houses (Bhavas) relative to each other, offering a
degree of objectivity that is rare in esoteric sciences. This technical treatise explores the foundational mechanics of
the system, popularized and refined for the modern era by the legendary Dr. B.V. Raman.

Understanding the Theoretical Framework of Ashtakavarga

The term Ashtakavarga literally translates to "The Eight-fold Grouping" or "Eight-fold Strength." This refers to the
fact that every planet’s influence is evaluated based on its position relative to eight specific reference points in a
birth chart: the Sun, the Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, and the Lagna (Ascendant). Rahu and Ketu
are generally excluded from the traditional Ashtakavarga calculations, though some contemporary schools of
thought attempt to integrate them.

The core philosophy of Ashtakavarga is that a planet does not act in isolation. Its ability to produce results is
contingent upon its relationship with the other planetary bodies. In this system, each planet contributes a

"point" (known as a Bindu in some traditions or a Rekhain others, depending on regional nomenclature—though
B.V. Raman consistently utilizes the term Bindu to denote auspicious points) to certain signs relative to its own
position. When these points are totaled, they provide a clear numerical map of a person's destiny, transits, and
planetary periods (Dashas).

The Mechanical Components: Bindus and Rekhas
In the technical application of the Ashtakavarga system, we deal with two types of marks:

¢ Bindus (Benefic Points): These represent positive energy and strength. In the system codified by B.V. Raman,
a higher number of Bindus in a particular house indicates that the house is capable of yielding prosperous results.

¢ Rekhas (Malefic Points): While some systems use horizontal lines to denote maleficence, the Raman system
focuses primarily on the accumulation of benefic dots to simplify the predictive process.

The total number of benefic points available across all twelve zodiac signs for any single planet is fixed. For
instance, the Sun always distributes 48 Bindus across the twelve signs, while the Moon distributes 49. The total
number of Bindus in the Sarvashtakavarga (the collective chart) is always 337.

The Core Methodology: Bhinnashtakavarga vs. Sarvashtakavarga

The system is divided into two primary analytical layers: the individual planetary charts and the collective summary
chart. To master the Ashtakavarga System of Prediction, one must understand how these layers interact.

1. Bhinnashtakavarga (Individual Charts)

A Bhinnashtakavarga is prepared for each of the seven planets. It calculates the points contributed by that specific



planet based on the positions of all seven planets and the Lagna. For example, in the Sun’s Bhinnashtakavarga, the
Sun is considered strong in the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th houses from its own position. Similar
rules apply for its distance from the Moon, Mars, and so on. This creates a 12-house grid for the Sun showing
exactly where it is strong and weak.

2. Sarvashtakavarga (The Master Grid)

The Sarvashtakavarga (SAV) is the summation of all seven Bhinnashtakavargas. By adding the points in each
sign across all individual planetary charts, we arrive at a total score for each of the twelve houses. This master grid
is the primary tool for evaluating Gochara (Transits) and the overall potential of the natal chart.



Planet Total Bindus Contributed Focus Area

Sun 48 Soul, Father, Authority, Vitality

Moon 49 Mind, Mother, Emotions, Public

Mars 39 Energy, Siblings, Property, Logic
Mercury 54 Intelligence, Speech, Trade, Education
Jupiter 56 Wisdom, Children, Wealth, Fortune
Venus 52 Relationships, Luxury, Arts, Vehicles
Saturn 39 Longevity, Discipline, Labor, Sorrow
Total 337 Comprehensive Life Path

Technical Analysis of House Strengths

The evaluation of house strength in the Sarvashtakavarga is the most common application for predicting life events.
According to the Ashtakavarga System of Predictionby B.V. Raman, the average score for a house is
approximately 28 Bindus (337 total points divided by 12 houses). Points above 28 indicate strength, while points
below 25 indicate significant weakness.

Quantitative Thresholds for Prediction

¢ 30 Bindus or More: The house is exceptionally strong. Even if the lord of the house is poorly placed, the
house will still yield positive results during transits and Dashas.

e 25 to 30 Bindus: The house is moderately strong. Results will be average to good, depending on the
functional nature of the planets involved.

¢ 20 to 25 Bindus: The house is weak. The native may struggle to achieve the objectives associated with this
house.

e Below 20 Bindus: The house is severely afflicted. This often indicates areas of life characterized by loss,
frustration, or chronic deficiency.

Specific Predictive Outcomes Based on Point Distribution

Based on technical study data, specific point counts in individual Bhinnashtakavargas correlate to precise
psychological and material outcomes. For instance, when a planet transits a house where it has low Bindus in its
own Bhinnashtakavarga, the following effects are often observed:

1 Bindu: Significant loss, health crises, or total failure in the specific endeavor.

2 Bindus: Internal uneasiness, misunderstandings with family members, and emotional turbulence.
3 Bindus: Financial instability, worry due to loss of wealth, or professional setbacks.

4 Bindus: Loss of occupation, career stagnation, or general lack of progress.

5 Bindus: Gains through friendship, social understanding, and mental peace.
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Mathematical Reductions: Shodhana Processes

For advanced practitioners, the raw Bindus in the Sarvashtakavarga are subjected to two critical mathematical



reductions (Shodhanas) to find the Shodya Pinda, which is used for predicting the timing of major events like
marriage, death, or massive financial shifts.

1.Trikona Shodhana (Trinal Reduction)

The twelve signs are divided into four elemental triads (Fire, Earth, Air, Water). The points in each sign of a triad
are compared, and the lowest value is subtracted from all three. If one sign has zero points, no reduction is made in
that triad. This process clarifies the underlying strength of the elemental houses.

2. Ekadhipatya Shodhana (Reduction for Dual Lordship)

This reduction is applied to signs ruled by the same planet (e.g., Mars rules Aries and Scorpio). This is a complex
logic-gate process where the reduction depends on whether planets are occupying the signs or not. If one sign is
occupied and the other is not, specific mathematical rules dictate how the points are transferred or eliminated.

Practical Implementation: Evaluating a Natal Chart

To implement the Ashtakavarga System of Prediction, a Senior Technical Writer or Astrologer follows a
standardized workflow to ensure accuracy. The following procedure is derived from the methodologies of Dr. B.V.
Raman.

Step-by-Step Procedure

1. Data Entry: Input the precise longitude of all planets and the Lagna.

2. Bhinnashtakavarga Calculation: Generate the seven individual charts by checking each planet's position
relative to the eight reference points.

3. SAV Compilation: Sum the points from all seven charts into the Sarvashtakavarga.

4. House Comparison Matrix: Compare the 1st, 10th, and 11th houses. If the 11th house (Gains) has more
points than the 10th house (Action), and the 12th house (Loss) has the least, the native will naturally accumulate
wealth.

5. Transit Overlay: Analyze current planetary positions. For example, even a "malefic" Saturn transit (Sade Sati)
will be harmless if Saturn is transiting a sign where it has 5 or 6 Bindus in its Bhinnashtakavarga.

Comparison Table: Ashtakavarga vs. Standard Parashari Analysis



Feature Standard Parashari System Ashtakavarga System

Basis Planetary aspects, dignities, and Numerical distribution of points
Shadbala. (Bindus).

Predictive Style Qualitative and interpretive. Quantitative and algorithmic.

Transit Accuracy General (depends on Rasi). Specific (depends on Bindu count in

the sign).

Complexity High (requires synthesis of many Moderate (requires precise
rules). calculation).

Objectivity Subjective based on the astrologer's Highly objective and repeatable.
skill.

Advanced Predictive Techniques: The Yoga of Bindus

The Ashtakavarga System of Predictionalso identifies specific "Yogas" or mathematical combinations that
signify extraordinary destiny. These are often used in corporate and political astrology to determine the peaks and
troughs of a leader's career.

The Wealth Metric

A critical technical metric is the comparison of the Bandhu (4th), Karma (10th), and Labha (11th)houses. In the
Sarvashtakavarga, if the sum of Bindus from the 1st, 4th, 5th, 7th, 9th, 10th, and 11th houses significantly
outweighs the sum of the 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 8th, and 12th, the native is destined for significant social status. This is a
"Macro-Analysis" that allows a strategist to see the overall life trajectory at a glance.

The Age and Vitality Index

By dividing the Sarvashtakavarga into three sections—from Pisces to Gemini, Cancer to Libra, and Scorpio to
Aquarius—one can predict which stages of life will be most productive. The section with the highest aggregate
Bindu count represents the "Golden Era" of the individual's life.

Troubleshooting and Common Errors in Ashtakavarga

Even with a mathematical system, errors can occur. Practitioners must be aware of the following failure modes:

¢ Ayanamsa Discrepancies: The use of different Ayanamsas (Lahiri, Raman, KP) can shift planets between
signs, completely altering the Ashtakavarga scores. Standardizing on the Raman Ayanamsa is recommended when
using Dr. B.V. Raman’s specific predictive rules.

« Ignoring the Bhava Chalit: Bindus are traditionally calculated based on Rasi (signs), but some advanced
researchers suggest that if a planet moves to a different house in the Bhava Chalit chart, its functional impact might
shift. However, for the most reliable results, stick to the Rasi-based calculation as outlined in the Ashtakavarga
System of Prediction.

¢ Over-reliance on SAV: While the Sarvashtakavarga is powerful, it must be synthesized with the Vimshottari
Dasha. A high Bindu count in a house cannot give results if the Dasha lord is not supportive.

Strategic Summary and Broader Implications

The Ashtakavarga system stands as a testament to the analytical depth of ancient Vedic science, bridging the gap



between intuition and mathematics. By converting planetary influences into a standardized numerical format, it
allows for a high-resolution analysis of a natal chart that is both defensible and verifiable. Whether used for
personal growth, financial planning, or understanding health cycles, the system provides a clear roadmap for
navigating the complexities of time.

Dr. B.V. Raman’s contribution to this field cannot be overstated. His work transformed what was once a cryptic and
fragmented set of verses into a streamlined, logical system accessible to the modern world. For the serious student
of astrology or the technical researcher, mastering the Bindu distribution and the Shodhana reductions is not
merely an academic exercise; it is a prerequisite for accurate, consistent, and high-integrity predictive work. As we
move into an era dominated by data science and algorithms, the Ashtakavarga system remains a remarkably
relevant precursor to modern quantitative analysis, proving that the ancient seers were as much mathematicians as
they were mystics.
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