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In the modern industrial landscape, reliable power generation is not merely a utility but a critical infrastructure 

requirement. Atlas Copcohas established itself as a global leader in providing versatile, robust, and compact

power solutions. From the ultra-portable P-series to the high-capacity QAS industrial range, these units are

designed to withstand extreme environments while delivering consistent electrical output. This article provides an in-

depth technical analysis of Atlas Copco generator systems, focusing on the mechanical architecture, the complex

physics of paralleling, and the rigorous maintenance protocols required for optimal lifecycle performance.

1. Theoretical Framework of Diesel Power Generation

To understand the operational excellence of Atlas Copco generators, one must first grasp the underlying 

engineering principles. At its core, a diesel generator converts chemical energy into mechanical energy via internal 

combustion, which is then converted into electrical energy through an alternator. This process is governed by 

Faraday’s Law of Induction, which states that a change in the magnetic environment of a coil of wire will 'induce'

a voltage in the coil.

The Role of the Alternator

In the Atlas Copco QAS range, the alternator is typically a brushless, four-pole, synchronous machine. The 

Excitation Systemis crucial here. Most modern units utilize an Auxiliary Winding or a Permanent Magnet

Generator (PMG) system to ensure that the generator can handle high motor-starting currents (typically 300% for

10 seconds). This stability is vital for industrial applications where heavy machinery creates significant initial loads.

Tier 4 Final (T4F) Compliance

Modern units like the QAS 25 and QAS 45 ID T4F  utilize advanced emission control technologies. Tier 4 Final 

compliance involves a combination of Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) and Diesel Particulate Filters (DPF).

These systems monitor exhaust gas temperature and chemical composition to minimize nitrogen oxides (NOx) and

particulate matter, making them suitable for use in environmentally sensitive urban or regulated zones.

2. The Engineering of Paralleling: Principles and Practice

Paralleling is the physical process of connecting two or more generators to a common busbar. This configuration is 

not as simple as connecting wires; it requires precise synchronization of electrical waves. As noted in the Atlas 

Copco Generator Paralleling Instructions Manual, the benefits include increased power capacity, redundancy

for maintenance, and improved fuel efficiency at partial loads.

The Four Pillars of Synchronization

Before two generators can be closed onto a common bus, four specific parameters must be matched exactly:

•  Voltage Magnitude: The RMS voltage of the incoming generator must match the busbar voltage.

•  Frequency: Both systems must operate at the same frequency (typically 50Hz or 60Hz). A slight difference 

results in a 'slip' frequency.

•  Phase Angle: The sine waves of the two sources must peak at the same time.



•  Phase Sequence: The rotation (L1-L2-L3) must be identical to avoid a catastrophic short circuit.

Load Sharing Mechanisms

Once synchronized, the generators must share the load proportionally. This is achieved through Isochronous or 

Droop control modes. In Droop mode, the frequency is allowed to decrease slightly as the load increases, which 

naturally balances the load between multiple units without requiring active communication between controllers. In 

more sophisticated setups, Atlas Copco uses Power Management Systems (PMS)to dynamically allocate load

based on each unit's capacity and fuel efficiency curve.

3. Technical Comparison: QAS Series Models

The QAS series is designed for 'Power on the Move.' The following table provides a comparative analysis of the 

technical specifications for the most common QAS units found in the Atlas Copco Instruction Manuals.



Feature / Model QAS 14-20 Kd QAS 25 ID T4F QAS 45 ID T4F QAS 60 Pd

Prime Power (kVA) 13 - 20 25 45 60

Engine Brand Kubota Isuzu Isuzu Perkins

Cooling System Liquid Liquid Liquid Liquid

Sound Level (dB(A)) 63 - 67 65 66 68

Fuel Autonomy (h) Up to 24 Up to 20 Up to 15 Up to 12

Voltage Versatility Single Phase Multi-voltage Multi-voltage Multi-voltage

4. Operational Workflow: Starting and Running Procedures

Based on the XAHS 237 and QAS Workshop Manuals, the operational lifecycle of a generator follows a strict 

protocol to ensure safety and equipment longevity. Mechanics and operatorsare expected to adhere to the

following sequence:

Pre-Start Inspection

1.  Fluid Level Verification: Check engine oil, coolant, and fuel levels. High-performance diesel engines are 

sensitive to oil viscosity changes.

2.  Battery Isolation: Ensure the battery isolator switch is 'ON' and check for terminal corrosion.

3.  Air Intake: Inspect the air filter indicator. Restricted airflow leads to incomplete combustion and 'wet stacking.'

4.  Grounding: Verify the earth pin connection to prevent electrical shock and equipment damage from ground 

faults.

Starting Sequence

Upon turning the key or activating the digital controller (such as the Qc 1002 or Qc 1103), the controller initiates a 

pre-heat cycle if the ambient temperature is low. Once the engine reaches the nominal RPM, the Automatic 

Voltage Regulator (AVR)stabilizes the output. It is vital to allow the engine to reach operating temperature before

applying a significant load to prevent thermal shock to the cylinder head.

5. Maintenance and Workshop Standards

Maintenance on Atlas Copco equipment is divided into 'Preventative' and 'Corrective' categories. The Workshop 

Manualemphasizes that most metallic materials in the generator can be remelted and recycled, highlighting the

brand's commitment to sustainability.

Maintenance Matrix



Component Daily Check Every 500 Hours Every 1000 Hours

Engine Oil Check Level Replace Oil/Filter Detailed Analysis

Air Filter Visual Check Clean/Inspect Replace Element

Alternator Check Vents Blow out dust Insulation Test

Fuel System Drain Water Trap Replace Filter Inspect Injectors

Cooling System Check Level Inspect Hoses Flush/Replace Coolant

Understanding SPN and FMI Diagnostic Codes

Modern Atlas Copco controllers use the SAE J1939 communication protocol. When a fault occurs, the display 

shows an SPN (Suspect Parameter Number) and an FMI (Failure Mode Identifier). For example, SPN 3353 

[FMI 4]might refer to a specific voltage drop in the control node. Understanding these codes is essential for rapid

troubleshooting in the field, as they point directly to the sensor or circuit at fault.

6. Practical Field Guide: Maximizing Fuel Efficiency

One of the primary advantages of the Atlas Copco range is the ability to optimize fuel consumption through 

intelligent load management. Variable Speed Fansand high-efficiency alternators contribute to this, but operator

behavior is equally important.

Avoiding Wet Stacking

Diesel generators are designed to run with a load. Running a QAS 45 at less than 30% capacity for extended 

periods leads to 'wet stacking'—a condition where unburnt fuel accumulates in the exhaust system. To prevent this, 

operators should utilize a Load Bank or parallel smaller units (like multiple QAS 14units) instead of one large unit

running at low efficiency.

Acoustic Management

For urban environments, sound attenuation is critical. The QAS units feature a Sound Attenuated Enclosurewith

high-density foam and baffled air intakes. This reduces the noise level to as low as 63 dB(A) at 7 meters, which is

comparable to a normal conversation. Ensuring that all doors are tightly latched during operation is not only a

safety requirement but an acoustic one.

7. Advanced Troubleshooting and Failure Analysis

Even with robust engineering, failures can occur due to environmental factors or fuel contamination. The following

troubleshooting guide covers common industrial scenarios.

Common Failure Modes and Solutions

•  Engine Cranks but Fails to Start: Often caused by air in the fuel lines. Use the manual priming pump to bleed 

the system. Check the fuel shut-off solenoid for functionality.

•  High Coolant Temperature: Check for radiator blockage or a failing thermostat. In Atlas Copco units, the 

cooling system is oversized for high-ambient performance, so a high-temp alarm usually indicates a physical 

obstruction.

•  Unstable Output Voltage: Inspect the AVR settings and check for loose connections at the terminal board. 



Moisture in the alternator windings can also cause instability; use a heater or 'bake out' the windings if insulation 

resistance is low.

•  Frequency Fluctuations: This is typically a governor issue. Ensure the fuel filters are clean and that the 

electronic actuator is not sticking.

8. The Future of Power: Sustainability and Material Lifecycle

As industry shifts toward greener solutions, the lifecycle of the equipment becomes paramount. As highlighted in 

the Atlas Copco Instruction Manuals, these generators are constructed largely of metallic materials capable of

being remelted and repurposed. This circular economy approach reduces the total carbon footprint of the

machinery.

Furthermore, the integration of Telematics(such as the FleetLink system) allows for remote monitoring of fuel

consumption, engine health, and location. This data-driven approach enables predictive maintenance, where

components are replaced just before failure, significantly reducing downtime and waste.

The engineering excellence of Atlas Copco generators lies in their balance of mechanical durability and electronic

sophistication. Whether it is the portability of the small P-series or the complex paralleling capabilities of the QAS

range, these systems provide a scalable solution for global energy needs. By understanding the technical nuances

of synchronization, the rigorous requirements of Tier 4 Final engines, and the diagnostic depth of the Qc

controllers, engineers and operators can ensure that their power infrastructure remains resilient, efficient, and

environmentally responsible. The transition toward modular, paralleled power plants represents the next evolution in

site power, offering a flexible alternative to traditional, static power installations.
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