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The Audi A6 (C5 platform), produced between 1998 and 2004, represents a pivotal era in automotive engineering 

where mechanical systems began a rapid integration with complex electronic control units (ECUs). For technicians, 

engineers, and dedicated enthusiasts, the Audi A6 Electrical Wiring Manualby Bentley Publishers serves as the

definitive authoritative resource. This manual covers the 1998–2000 model years, encompassing the Sedan, Avant,

and the specialized Allroad Quattro. Understanding the architecture of these systems is not merely a matter of

following wires; it requires a grasp of German industrial standards (DIN), signal multiplexing, and the transition from

traditional analog circuits to early-stage Controller Area Network (CAN) bus communication.

The Architectural Framework of C5 Electrical Systems

The electrical backbone of the Audi A6 C5 is designed around a decentralized power distribution network. Unlike 

simpler vehicles of the era, the A6 utilizes a multi-tiered relay and fuse system distributed across the chassis to 

minimize voltage drop and electromagnetic interference (EMI). The core of this system is the Micro-Central 

Electricstation, usually located behind the driver-side dash panel. This station houses the primary load-reduction

relays and high-amperage circuit breakers.

The DIN 72552 Standard

Audi electrical diagrams are built upon the DIN 72552standard for terminal designations. This standard ensures

that technicians can identify the function of a circuit regardless of the specific vehicle model. Understanding these

codes is essential for interpreting the Bentley wiring manuals effectively:

•  Terminal 30: Constant positive voltage direct from the battery.

•  Terminal 15: Switched positive voltage (active when the ignition is on).

•  Terminal 31: Ground or negative return path to the battery.

•  Terminal X: Switched positive voltage that is interrupted during the cranking of the engine to preserve battery 

power for the starter motor (Load Reduction Circuit).

•  Terminal 50: Starter control signal from the ignition switch.

Voltage Drop and Mathematical Modeling in Diagnostics

Effective troubleshooting of the A6 electrical system requires an understanding of Ohm’s Law (V = I × R). In a 12V

DC system, even minor resistance (R) caused by corrosion in a ground point (Terminal 31) can lead to significant

voltage drops (V), causing sensitive control modules to malfunction or enter "limp mode."

For example, if a fuel pump draws 10 Amps (I) and there is a 0.5 Ohm resistance in a corroded connector, the 

voltage drop is calculated as: 10A × 0.5:’�Ò�Ub�G op.This leaves only 7V for the pump, leading to lean fuel conditions

or starting failures. The Audi A6 wiring manual provides specific wire cross-section measurements (in mm²) to help

technicians calculate expected resistance across long wire runs.

Detailed Technical Breakdown: Manual Editions and Scope



The Bentley Publishers manuals are often categorized by their release dates and specific model coverage. The

1998–2000 editions are particularly critical as they document the transition from the early non-CAN bus instrument

clusters to the later digital systems. The manual provides systematic "Track-Style" diagrams, where each circuit is

assigned a horizontal number at the bottom of the page, allowing the technician to trace a wire from its source to its

destination across multiple pages using coordinates.



Feature/Model A6 Sedan (1998-2000) A6 Avant (1999-2000) Allroad Quattro (2000)

Electrical Architecture Standard C5 Chassis Extended Rear Wiring Pneumatic Suspension 
Integration

Primary Voltage 12V DC 12V DC 12V DC (High Load)

CAN Bus Implementation Partial (Powertrain) Partial (Powertrain) Expanded (Suspension/
ABS)

Ground Points Standard Locations Additional Rear Pillars Chassis-Reinforced Points

Wiring Density Medium High (Tailgate/Wiper) Very High (Level Sensors)

Deciphering Audi Wire Color Coding

Audi uses a sophisticated color-coding system, often using dual-color wires to identify specific sub-circuits within a

larger harness. The manual represents these using German abbreviations. Accurate identification is paramount

during harness repairs to avoid short-circuiting the Comfort Control Module (CCM) or the Engine Control Module

(ECM).

Common Wire Color Abbreviations

•  sw (schwarz): Black

•  ws (weiß): White

•  ro (rot): Red

•  ge (gelb): Yellow

•  gn (grün): Green

•  bl (blau): Blue

•  br (braun): Brown (Standard for Ground/Terminal 31)

•  li (violett): Violet

•  gr (grau): Grey

A wire labeled ro/swindicates a red wire with a black stripe, typically signifying a main power feed (red) that is

switched or fused (black).

Core Mechanics: Central Electrics and Relay Positions

The 1998–2000 Audi A6 features several relay panels. The primary panel is located behind the lower dash trim on 

the driver's side. The manual provides a detailed layout, which is essential because many relays are multi-

functional. For instance, the Wiper/Washer Program Interval Relayis not a simple switch; it is a logic module that

manages fluid timing and intermittent speeds.

Relay Station Analysis

1.  Position 1: Dual Horn Relay (typically marked '204' or '53').

2.  Position 2: Load Reduction Relay (Terminal X). Crucial for starting reliability.

3.  Position 4: Fuel Pump Relay (J17). Triggered by the ECM via a ground signal.

4.  Position 5/6: Wiper Control Module. Handles rain sensor inputs if equipped.

The Allroad Quattro Exception: Special Circuitry



The Allroad Quattro (introduced in 2000) added a layer of complexity not found in the standard A6 Sedan. This 

model features an electronically controlled air suspension (ECAS). The wiring manual for this model includes 

dedicated sections for the Level Control Control Module (J197). This system interfaces with the ABS/ESP

modules via a dedicated CAN-bus branch to adjust damping and ride height based on vehicle speed and steering

angle. Understanding this integration is vital for diagnosing the common "suspension level warning" lights that

plague these models.

Diagnostic Workflow: A Step-by-Step Field Guide

When faced with an electrical fault in a C5 Audi A6, technicians should follow this systematic workflow derived from

the technical manual's structure:

Phase 1: Verification of Terminal Voltages

Before testing components, verify the integrity of the main power feeds. Use a digital multimeter (DMM) to check

Terminal 30 and Terminal 15 at the fuse panel. If Terminal 15 is dead, the ignition switch or the Load Reduction

Relay is likely the culprit.

Phase 2: Ground Integrity Check (Voltage Drop Testing)

Most Audi electrical issues stem from poor grounds. Measure the voltage between the negative battery terminal

and the ground point on the engine block while cranking. A reading above 0.2V indicates excessive resistance in

the ground strap, which can cause phantom codes in the ECM.

Phase 3: Component Isolation

Using the Bentley manual's track diagrams, locate the specific connector for the failing component. Use a breakout 

box or T-pins to probe the connector pins. Refer to the manual’s Pinout Tables to determine which pin should

receive power and which provides the signal return.

Case Study: The Infamous Comfort Control Module (CCM) Failure

A common failure mode described in technical bulletins for the 1998–2000 A6 involves the Comfort Control 

Module (J429/J393). This module, located under the driver-side carpet, controls interior lighting, central locking,

and power windows. Due to the A6's design, clogged sunroof drains often lead to water ingress into the driver's

footwell, submerging the CCM and its wiring harness.

The Problem

Corrosion occurs at the wiring splices within the harness before they even reach the module. This leads to "spooky"

behavior, such as windows opening on their own or the alarm triggering randomly.

The Technical Solution

1.  Refer to the Bentley Wiring Manual, Section 97-10 (Wiring Harnesses).

2.  Identify the junction point for the K-Line diagnostic wire (usually orange/black).

3.  Peel back the harness wrap and locate the factory crimp splices.

4.  Replace corroded crimps with environmental (heat-shrink) solder connectors to restore signal integrity.

Comparison of Documentation: Bentley vs. Aftermarket

The Audi A6 Electrical Wiring Manual is distinct from generic repair guides (like Haynes or Chilton) in several key

ways. The technical depth provided by Bentley Publishers is sanctioned by Audi AG, meaning the diagrams are



actual factory prints.



Metric Bentley Technical Manual Aftermarket Generic Guide

Diagram Precision Factory Grade (DIN Standards) Simplified/Representative

Wire Gauges Included (Metric) Often Omitted

Component Locations Photographic & Schematic General Descriptions

TSB Integration High Minimal

Logic Flows Detailed Circuit Tracks Basic Pathing

Advanced Diagnostics: The K-Line and Early CAN-Bus

In the 1998–2000 window, Audi utilized the ISO-9141 K-Line for diagnostics. This is a single-wire communication 

protocol used by the VAG-COM (now VCDS) system to query control modules. The wiring manual is indispensable 

for tracing the K-line through the Green 17-pin connectorin the plenum chamber. A short to ground on the K-line

in one module (e.g., a failed aftermarket radio installation) can "mute" the entire diagnostic bus, preventing

communication with all other modules. The manual allows a technician to systematically disconnect jumpers to find

the offending module.

Summary of Engineering Implications

The Audi A6 C5 wiring system was a precursor to the fully networked vehicles of today. It represents a hybrid

approach to automotive design: the robust, high-current circuits of the past meeting the sensitive, data-driven logic

of the future. Mastery of the 1998-2000 wiring manual is not just about fixing a broken wire; it is about

understanding the systemic philosophy of Audi's "Vorsprung durch Technik."

By adhering to the procedural rigor outlined in the Bentley manuals—utilizing terminal identification, understanding

DIN standards, and applying Ohm's Law to diagnostic data—technicians can ensure these classic German sedans

remain operational. The complexity of the C5's electronics is manageable only through the use of high-fidelity

documentation, making this manual an essential tool in any professional or serious amateur's arsenal. Whether

resolving a simple fuse blow or diagnosing a multi-node communication failure on an Allroad Quattro, the wiring

manual remains the ultimate map through the electronic labyrinth of the late 90s Audi engineering.
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