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The study of Australia in the Global Economy represents the pinnacle of the Year 12 HSC Economics 

curriculum, demanding a sophisticated understanding of how a medium-sized, open economy interacts with 

international markets. This academic framework is not merely about identifying trade partners; it involves a deep 

dive into the complex mechanics of globalisation, the volatility of international financial flows, and the 

structural shifts in economic development. For students and educators, the Australia in the Global Economy 

Workbook, authored by Tim Dixon and John O'Mahony, serves as the definitive pedagogical tool to navigate these

complexities.

1. The Theoretical Framework of Globalisation

Globalisation is the primary driver of contemporary economic policy. In the context of the HSC syllabus, it is defined 

as the process of increased integration between different economies, leading to the emergence of a single world 

market. This integration occurs through four main channels: trade in goods and services, financial flows, 

investment and transnational corporations, and the movement of technology and labour.

The Drivers of Globalisation

•  Trade Liberalisation: The reduction of protectionist barriers such as tariffs, quotas, and subsidies through 

multilateral agreements (WTO) and bilateral Free Trade Agreements (FTAs).

•  Technological Change: Advancements in transport (containerisation) and telecommunications (the internet 

and high-speed data) have reduced the 'tyranny of distance,' allowing for global supply chains.

•  Financial Deregulation: The removal of capital controls in the 1980s allowed for the 24/7 movement of 

investment funds across borders, increasing liquidity but also exposing economies to systemic risks.

Mathematical Representation of Openness

To quantify an economy's integration, economists often use the Trade Openness Ratio:

Openness Ratio = ((Exports + Imports) / GDP) × 100

Australia’s ratio has historically fluctuated, reflecting its reliance on commodity exports and its integration into the

Asia-Pacific value chain. A higher ratio indicates greater exposure to external shocks, necessitating robust

domestic policy frameworks.

2. Globalisation and Economic Development: A Technical Breakdown

As highlighted in Chapter 3 of the Australia in the Global Economy Workbook, the distinction between 

economic growth and economic developmentis critical. While growth measures the increase in real GDP,

development encompasses improvements in the quality of life, health, and education.

Comparison: Growth vs. Development Metrics



Feature Economic Growth Economic Development

Primary Indicator Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) Human Development Index (HDI)

Scope Quantitative increase in output Qualitative improvement in living 
standards

Components Consumption, Investment, 
Government Spending, Net Exports

Life expectancy, Education (GNI per 
capita), Gini Coefficient

HSC Focus Aggregate Demand (AD) and 
Aggregate Supply (AS)

Income inequality and environmental 
sustainability

The global economy is characterised by a widening gap between Advanced Economies, Emerging Economies, 

and Developing Economies. Globalisation has acted as a double-edged sword; while it has lifted hundreds of 

millions out of poverty in East Asia (specifically China and Vietnam), it has also led to income divergencein

regions that lack the infrastructure to compete in global markets.

3. The Mechanics of Exchange Rates: Chapter 5 Analysis

The exchange rate is arguably the most important price in an open economy like Australia’s. It determines the 

international competitiveness of exports and the cost of imports. Since the floating of the Australian Dollar (AUD)

in December 1983, the currency has been subject to market forces of demand and supply.

Determinants of the AUD Value

1.  Commodity Prices: As a major exporter of iron ore, coal, and LNG, the AUD is often classified as a 

'commodity currency.' There is a high positive correlation between the Terms of Trade (ToT) and the AUD value.

2.  Interest Rate Differentials: The gap between the Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) cash rate and the rates set 

by the US Federal Reserve or the ECB. Higher domestic rates attract foreign capital inflow, increasing demand for 

the AUD.

3.  Inflation Rates: According to the Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) theory, countries with lower inflation should 

see their currency appreciate over the long term as their goods become more competitive.

Technical Flow: The Impact of Appreciation

When the AUD appreciates (e.g., from 0.65 USD to 0.75 USD):

•  Exports: Become more expensive for overseas buyers, potentially leading to a decrease in export volume 

(Negative for the BOGS).

•  Imports: Become cheaper for domestic consumers, reducing inflationary pressure but potentially increasing 

the trade deficit.

•  Foreign Debt: The value of foreign-denominated debt decreases in AUD terms (the 'valuation effect').

4. Australia’s Trade Performance and the Balance of Payments

The Balance of Payments (BoP)is a systematic record of all economic transactions between Australia and the

rest of the world. It is divided into two main accounts:

The Current Account (CA)

This includes the Balance on Goods and Services (BOGS) and Primary Income (interest payments, dividends). 

Australia traditionally ran a Current Account Deficit (CAD) due to a structural deficit in the Primary Income account, 



reflecting the servicing costs of high levels of foreign investment. However, recent years have seen Australia move 

into a Current Account Surplus, driven by record-breaking commodity export prices.

The Capital and Financial Account (KAFA)

The KAFA records the flow of investment funds. It is essential to understand that under a floating exchange rate 

system: Current Account + Capital and Financial Account = 0.



Component Description Recent Australian Trend

BOGS Net trade in goods/services Strong surpluses (Mining boom 2.0)

Primary Income Earnings on investments Persistent deficit (Payment of 
dividends to foreign owners)

Direct Investment Long-term capital (fDI) High inflows into resource and tech 
sectors

Portfolio Investment Short-term equity/debt Highly volatile based on interest rates

5. Instructional Design of the Dixon & O'Mahony Workbook

The Australia in the Global Economy Workbook (specifically the 9th, 10th, and 11th editions) is structured to 

mirror the HSC Economics syllabus. The workbook's efficacy lies in its multi-tiered assessment strategy:

A. Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)

Each chapter contains 20 MCQs designed to test fundamental knowledge and data interpretation. For example, 

students might be asked to calculate the Terms of Trade Index  based on export and import price indices:

ToT Index = (Export Price Index / Import Price Index) × 100

B. Short Answer Questions

These sections require students to apply economic theory to current events. A typical question might ask to

"Explain the impact of a slowdown in the Chinese economy on Australia’s Current Account." The expected answer

would involve tracing the link between Chinese industrial demand, iron ore prices, and the BOGS.

C. Extended Response (Essays)

The 'extended response' is the most challenging part of the HSC. The workbook provides scaffolds for essays on

topics such as "The impact of globalisation on the environment" or "The effectiveness of fiscal policy in managing

external stability." These require a synthesis of theory, contemporary data, and policy evaluation.

6. The Role of International Organisations

Australia’s position in the global economy is managed through participation in several key international forums. 

Understanding these is vital for the Economic Management and Policy section of the syllabus.

•  World Trade Organization (WTO): Australia uses the WTO to challenge unfair trade practices and advocate for 

the reduction of agricultural subsidies in the EU and US.

•  International Monetary Fund (IMF): Provides oversight of the global financial system and assists countries 

facing BoP crises. Australia contributes to the IMF’s 'General Agreements to Borrow.'

•  G20: As a top 20 global economy, Australia’s membership in the G20 allows it to influence global financial 

regulation and tax transparency (such as the BEPS project).

7. Strategies for HSC Economics Excellence

Success in studying Australia’s role in the global economy requires more than memorising the textbook. It requires 

an active engagement with the Workbook and real-time economic data.



Operational Workflow for Students

1.  Concept Mapping: Create diagrams showing the flow-on effects of an RBA interest rate change on the AUD, 

the CAD, and domestic inflation.

2.  Data Tracking: Maintain a 'fact sheet' of current economic indicators: GDP growth (approx. 2.1%), 

Unemployment (approx. 3.7% - 4.1%), and the Cash Rate.

3.  Past Paper Drills: Use the workbook's practice exams to simulate the three-hour HSC environment. Focus 

particularly on the Year 12 exam-style questions mentioned in the 11th edition.

4.  Economic Commentary: Read the RBA’s quarterly 'Statement on Monetary Policy' to understand the 

professional justification for policy shifts.

8. Theoretical Models: Protectionism vs. Free Trade

A core component of the global economy is the debate over Protectionism. The workbook covers the various

methods governments use to shield domestic industries:

•  Tariffs: Taxes on imports that increase the price for consumers but protect domestic producer surplus.

•  Subsidies: Financial assistance to domestic producers to lower their costs and make them more competitive 

against imports.

•  Quotas: Physical limits on the quantity of goods imported.

Using Supply and Demand diagrams, students must be able to illustrate the deadweight loss associated with a 

tariff. The shift towards free trade, while causing short-term structural unemployment in manufacturing (e.g., the 

closure of the Australian car industry), leads to a more efficient allocation of resources based on Comparative 

Advantage.

Comparison of Trade Policy Outcomes



Policy Consumer Impact Producer Impact Efficiency Impact

Free Trade Lower prices, more choice Exposure to competition Maximises global efficiency

Protectionism Higher prices, less choice Short-term job security Leads to resource 
misallocation

9. Conclusion and Broader Implications

The integration of Australia into the global economy is a dynamic and ongoing process. As the Australia in the 

Global Economy Workbookdemonstrates, the nation has transitioned from a highly protected, insular economy

to a sophisticated, trade-exposed power. This evolution has brought significant prosperity, but it has also made the

Australian economy susceptible to international volatility, as seen during the Global Financial Crisis (GFC) and the

COVID-19 pandemic.

For the student, mastering this content is about understanding the levers of power and the trade-offs inherent in

every economic decision. Whether it is the RBA adjusting the cash rate to manage the AUD or the government

negotiating a new FTA in the Indo-Pacific, the principles remain the same: the pursuit of sustainable growth, full

employment, and price stability within a globalized context. The Dixon and O'Mahony series remains the gold

standard for preparing the next generation of economists to tackle these global challenges with analytical rigor and

technical precision.
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