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Technical drawing serves as the primary language of the engineering and construction industries. In Australia, the 

evolution of these standards has been instrumental in ensuring that complex designs are communicated with 

absolute precision across various sectors, including mechanical, civil, and structural engineering. The Australian 

Standard Engineering Drawing Practice, primarily governed by the AS 1100 series, provides the framework 

necessary for clarity, uniformity, and safety in technical documentation. This article provides an in-depth exploration 

of these standards, their historical progression from the AS CZ1-1941 era to the modern AS 1100.101-1992, and

the technical mechanics required for professional compliance.

The Historical Evolution of Australian Drafting Standards

The journey toward a unified drafting standard in Australia began in the early 20th century. Before the 

establishment of the modern AS 1100 series, engineers relied on the AS CZ1 standards. The initial 1941 release, 

AS CZ1-1941 Engineering Drawing Practice, was a response to the rapid industrialization occurring during World

War II. It provided the first cohesive set of rules for Australian drafting offices, spanning 185 pages of detailed

instructions on symbols and layout techniques.

By 1951, the Institution of Engineers, Australia, released updated versions of the Engineering Drawing Practice 

textbook. These publications served as both educational resources and industry benchmarks. However, as 

international trade increased and CAD (Computer-Aided Design) technology began to emerge, the need for a more 

modular and internationally aligned system became apparent. This led to the phased introduction of the AS 1100 

series starting in the late 1970s, which eventually superseded the CZ1 series. The current cornerstone for general 

principles remains AS 1100.101-1992.

Core Principles of AS 1100.101-1992

The AS 1100.101-1992 Technical drawing - General principles is the fundamental document for any drafter or

engineer in Australia. It defines the basic requirements for the preparation of technical drawings. Below are the core

technical frameworks outlined within this standard.

1. Sheet Sizes and Layouts

Standardization begins with the physical (or digital) canvas. AS 1100 adopts the international ISO 'A' series. The 

choice of sheet size is determined by the complexity of the object and the required scale to maintain legibility. The 

standard mandates specific margins and the inclusion of a Title Blockin the bottom right corner, containing

essential metadata such as drawing number, scale, date, and projection symbol.

2. Line Types and Their Applications

Lines are the alphabet of engineering drawings. AS 1100 specifies distinct line weights and styles to convey

different types of information. Using the wrong line type can lead to catastrophic misinterpretations during

manufacturing.

•  Continuous Thick: Used for visible outlines and edges.



•  Continuous Thin: Used for dimension lines, extension lines, and hatching.

•  Dashed Thin: Used for hidden outlines and edges.

•  Chain Thin: Used for centerlines, axes of symmetry, and pitch circles.

•  Chain Thick at Ends and Changes of Direction: Used for cutting planes in sectional views.

3. Scales and Lettering

Lettering must be legible and consistent. AS 1100 recommends the use of Gothic-stylecharacters, typically in

uppercase. Height varies based on the sheet size, with 2.5mm, 3.5mm, 5mm, and 7mm being standard. Scales are

expressed as ratios (e.g., 1:2, 1:5, 1:10), ensuring that the recipient can accurately measure dimensions that might

not be explicitly labeled.

Technical Analysis: Projection Methods and Geometry

One of the most critical aspects of Australian standards is the adherence to Third Angle Projection. While many

European countries utilize First Angle Projection, Australia, along with the United States and Japan, primarily uses

Third Angle for mechanical and engineering drawings.

Theoretical Framework of Third Angle Projection

In Third Angle Projection, the object is placed in the third quadrant. Conceptually, the viewing planes are positioned

between the observer and the object. When the planes are unfolded into a 2D sheet:

•  The Top View is placed directly above the Front View.

•  The Right Side View is placed to the right of the Front View.

This method is often preferred because it results in a drawing where the views are oriented in a way that feels more

intuitive to the person handling the physical object. The standard symbol for Third Angle Projection (a truncated

cone) must be clearly displayed in the title block to prevent errors.

Geometric Dimensioning and Tolerancing (GD&T)

Beyond simple linear dimensions, AS 1100.201 (Mechanical Engineering Drawing)introduces complex GD&T.

This system defines the maximum allowable variations in the geometry of a part. It uses a series of symbols to

define characteristics such as:

•  Flatness: How close a surface is to a perfectly flat plane.

•  Parallelism: The orientation of one feature relative to a datum.

•  Cylindricity: How close a part is to a perfect cylinder.

Comparison: Historical vs. Modern Australian Drawing Standards

The following table illustrates the shift from early practice to the current formalized AS 1100 environment.



Feature AS CZ1-1941 / 1951 Practice AS 1100.101-1992 (Modern)

Primary Focus Manual drafting techniques and 
artistic representation.

Digital compatibility, modularity, and 
CAD integration.

Sheet Sizes Imperial and varying regional sizes. ISO 'A' Series (A0, A1, A2, A3, A4).

Projection Often mixed or First Angle in early 
texts.

Standardized Third Angle Projection.

Line Hierarchy Limited variation in line weights. Strictly defined weights (e.g., 0.5mm 
vs 0.25mm).

Dimensioning Manual notation, less focus on 
tolerances.

Precise GD&T symbols and limit/fit 
systems.

Step-by-Step Field Guide to AS 1100 Compliance

To produce a drawing that meets Australian Standards, engineers should follow a structured technical workflow.

This ensures that the final document is legally and technically sound for Australian industry use.

Phase 1: Setup and Documentation Control

1.  Select Sheet Size: Choose an 'A' series size that allows for at least 30% white space to prevent clutter.

2.  Initialize Title Block: Ensure all fields are filled, including the Drawing Number (for version control) and the 

Third Angle Projection symbol.

3.  Establish Units: Standardize on Metric (millimeters) unless the specific industry requires otherwise.

Phase 2: Geometry and Layout

1.  Determine Principal Views: Select the most descriptive face as the 'Front View'.

2.  Apply Projections: Project the top and side views based on Third Angle rules.

3.  Sectional Views: If the internal geometry is complex, use cutting planes to create sections. Use 45-degree 

hatching for cut surfaces according to AS 1100 material symbols.

Phase 3: Dimensioning and Annotation

1.  Functional Dimensioning: Dimension only what is necessary for manufacture. Avoid 'double dimensioning' 

which creates ambiguity.

2.  Apply Tolerances: Use plus/minus tolerances or limit dimensions for critical fit components.

3.  Surface Finish: Use the standard checkmark symbol to specify required surface roughness (expressed in 

micrometers).

Technical Analysis of Mechanical Components (AS 1100.201)

AS 1100.201 extends the general principles specifically into the realm of Mechanical Engineering. This section

covers the representation of specialized components such as gears, springs, and fasteners. For instance, threads

are not drawn in detail; they are represented by a convention of two parallel lines (one solid, one dashed) to

indicate the major and minor diameters. This simplified representation reduces drawing time while maintaining

technical clarity.

Material Symbols and Representation

While modern drawings often include a Bill of Materials (BOM) in text format, AS 1100 provides specific hatching



patterns to represent material types in sectional views:

•  General Metal: Evenly spaced diagonal lines.

•  Liquid: Horizontal dashed lines.

•  Concrete: Dots and small triangles.

•  Wood: Grain-like curved lines.

Troubleshooting and Common Failure Modes in Engineering Drawings

Even with strict standards, errors occur. These errors can lead to expensive 're-work' or manufacturing failures.

Below are common pitfalls and their solutions.

1. Ambiguous Dimensioning

Problem: Dimensions are placed such that it is unclear which edge they refer to, or multiple dimensions form a 

redundant chain that accumulates tolerance errors.Solution: Use Baseline Dimensioningwhere all

measurements start from a single datum point. This prevents the 'stacking' of tolerances.

2. Improper Projection Alignment

Problem: A drafter accidentally uses First Angle Projection logic while the title block indicates Third Angle.

Solution:Implement a mandatory peer-review process where the projection symbol is checked against the

physical placement of views before the drawing is 'Approved for Construction'.

3. Scale Inconsistency

Problem: Details are added to a drawing that do not match the stated scale, leading to incorrect manual 

measurements in the field.Solution:Always use CAD 'Paper Space' for annotations and 'Model Space' for

geometry to ensure mathematical accuracy. Clearly label individual 'Detail Views' if they use a different scale than

the main drawing.

Future Trends: Digital Engineering and BIM

The Australian Standard Engineering Drawing Practice is currently evolving to accommodate Building Information 

Modeling (BIM) and Model-Based Definition (MBD). In MBD, the 3D CAD model itself contains all the necessary

dimensioning and tolerancing (PMI - Product Manufacturing Information), potentially reducing the reliance on 2D

paper drawings. However, the foundational principles of AS 1100—such as line types, symbols, and projection logic

—remain the underlying logic within these 3D environments.

The integration of AS 1100 with international standards like ISO 128is also ongoing. This alignment ensures that

Australian engineering firms can compete globally, as their technical documentation is understood by

manufacturers in Asia, Europe, and the Americas without requiring extensive translation or re-drafting.

The Australian Standard Engineering Drawing Practice is much more than a set of arbitrary rules; it is a rigorous

technical framework that ensures the safety, reliability, and manufacturability of the physical world around us. From

the early textbooks of 1951 to the sophisticated requirements of AS 1100.101-1992, these standards provide a

consistent methodology for translating conceptual designs into tangible reality. For the professional engineer or

technical writer, mastery of these standards is not optional—it is a core competency that underpins the integrity of

the entire engineering profession. By adhering to the specific line types, projection methods, and dimensioning

rules outlined in the AS 1100 series, practitioners ensure that their designs are communicated with the absolute

clarity required for modern industrial success.
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