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The evolution of structural engineering from traditional computer-aided design (CAD) to Building Information 

Modeling (BIM) represents a paradigm shift in how built environments are conceived, analyzed, and documented. 

At the center of this transition stands Autodesk Revit 2016 Structure, a platform specifically engineered to

facilitate parametric modeling and multi-disciplinary coordination. This technical analysis explores the fundamental

mechanisms of the 2016 release, focusing on the core principles of structural modeling, the analytical-physical

relationship, and the procedural requirements for high-fidelity project delivery.

The Core Framework of Building Information Modeling (BIM)

Before delving into specific software functions, it is essential to define the theoretical framework of BIM within the 

context of Revit 2016. BIM is not merely a software application but a methodology that integrates 3D geometry with 

alphanumeric data. In Revit Structure, every element—be it a reinforced concrete column or a steel W-section—

carries inherent intelligence. This intelligence allows the software to maintain bidirectional associativity: a change

made in a plan view is instantaneously reflected in sections, elevations, schedules, and 3D perspectives.

The Parametric Engine and Data Relationships

Revit 2016 operates on a parametric engine that utilizes "rules" to define relationships between building 

components. These relationships are expressed through constraints and parameters. For example, a structural

beam may be constrained to the top of a specific level. If the elevation of that level is modified, the beam and its

associated connections automatically adjust their vertical positioning. This reduces the margin for error during the

iterative design phase.

The Revit 2016 Structural Ecosystem

The structural environment in Revit 2016 is distinct from its architectural or MEP (Mechanical, Electrical, and 

Plumbing) counterparts. It prioritizes the load-bearing skeleton of the building. The user interface (UI) is organized 

to provide rapid access to structural elements through the Structure Tab , which houses tools for foundations,

framing, and reinforcement.

Structural Hierarchy: Categories, Families, and Types

Understanding the organization of Revit data is critical for effective modeling. The software follows a strict

hierarchical structure:

•  Category: The highest level of organization (e.g., Structural Columns, Structural Framing).

•  Family: A grouping of elements with a common set of properties and a related graphical representation (e.g., 

Concrete-Rectangular Column).

•  Type: Specific variations within a family (e.g., 12" x 18" Rectangular Column).

•  Instance: The individual element placed in the model, which may have unique properties such as height or 

base offset.



Technical Workflow: Step-by-Step Structural Modeling

Executing a structural project in Revit 2016 requires a disciplined procedural approach. The following workflow

outlines the standard technical progression from project initiation to detailed modeling.

1. Project Setup and Coordination

Structural projects rarely exist in isolation. Typically, a structural engineer links an architectural model into the 

structural project file. Using the Copy/Monitortool, the engineer can track changes to levels and grids established

by the architect. This ensures that the structural framework remains aligned with the architectural design intent.

2. Establishing the Structural Grid

The grid system serves as the primary coordinate reference. In Revit 2016, grids are 3D planes that appear in all

relevant views. Accurate grid placement is vital because most structural elements are hosted by or aligned to these

grids. Mathematical precision at this stage prevents cumulative errors in later modeling phases.

3. Foundation Systems

Revit 2016 provides three primary types of foundation elements, each designed for specific structural scenarios:

•  Isolated Foundations: Used for point loads, typically beneath columns.

•  Wall Foundations: Continuous footings that support load-bearing walls.

•  Slab Foundations (Foundation Mats): Used for larger footprints or raft foundations.

4. Modeling the Primary Structure

The placement of columns and beams constitutes the core of the model. Revit 2016 allows for the placement of 

columns at grid intersections, significantly accelerating the modeling process. Beams are then sketched between 

these columns, with the software automatically handling the join geometrybased on the material priority (e.g.,

concrete vs. steel).

Analytical vs. Physical Modeling

One of the most powerful features of Revit 2016 Structure is the simultaneous creation of a Physical Model and 

an Analytical Model. While the physical model represents the building's appearance and spatial requirements for

construction, the analytical model is a simplified representation used for structural analysis and design software

integration.

The Analytical Model Mechanics

The analytical model consists of lines (analytical members) and surfaces (analytical spaces) that represent the 

structural centerlines and load-bearing planes. Engineers must ensure the analytical consistencyof the model,

meaning that all analytical members must be interconnected at nodes to allow for proper load path transfer. Revit

2016 includes tools for analytical adjustment, allowing users to manually align nodes that may be geometrically

offset in the physical model.



Feature Physical Model Analytical Model

Purpose Construction documentation, 3D 
coordination, and quantity takeoffs.

Structural analysis (FEA), load path 
calculation, and design sizing.

Representation Full volumetric geometry (width, 
height, depth).

Linear segments and planar surfaces 
(stick-and-slab).

Parameters Materials, finishes, and specific 
physical dimensions.

Boundary conditions, releases, and 
structural loads.

Integration Navisworks, AutoCAD, and rendering 
engines.

Robot Structural Analysis, SAP2000, 
and ETABS.

Technical Breakdown of Structural Reinforcement

Revit 2016 introduced enhanced capabilities for detailing reinforced concrete. The Rebar toolset allows for the 

placement of individual bars, rebar sets, and area reinforcement within structural hosts. The software calculates the 

volume of the rebar and ensures it remains within the specified concrete cover parameters.

Procedural Reinforcement Workflow

1.  Define Cover: Set the concrete cover distance for the structural element (e.g., 1.5 inches for interior columns).

2.  Place Rebar Shapes: Select from standard rebar shapes based on international standards (e.g., ACI, BS).

3.  Configure Sets: Specify the layout rule, such as "Maximum Spacing" or "Fixed Number."

4.  Conflict Resolution: Use 3D views to check for rebar clashing, particularly at beam-column junctions.

Comparative Analysis: Revit 2016 vs. Legacy Methods

To understand the value of Revit 2016 Structure, one must compare it to traditional 2D drafting methods. The

following table highlights the technical advantages of the BIM approach.



Metric Traditional 2D CAD Revit 2016 Structure (BIM)

Data Integrity Disconnected files; manual updates 
required across views.

Single source of truth; automatic 
updates via bidirectional associativity.

Clash Detection Manual overlay of drawings; high risk 
of field errors.

Automated interference checking and 
3D coordination.

Quantity Takeoffs Manual counting; prone to human 
error.

Automatic scheduling and material 
quantification.

Analysis Manual data entry into analysis 
software.

Direct export of analytical models for 
computational design.

Advanced Documentation and Scheduling

Construction documentation is the final output of the Revit process. Unlike CAD, where lines are drawn to represent 

objects, Revit generates views directly from the 3D model. This ensures that the Schedule of Quantities and the 

Structural Drawings are always synchronized.

Scheduling and Material Takeoffs

Schedules in Revit are tabular displays of information extracted from the properties of elements in a project. For

structural engineers, these are invaluable for:

•  Steel Tonnage: Extracting the total weight of framing members based on their length and section properties.

•  Concrete Volume: Calculating exact cubic yardage for foundations and slabs.

•  Rebar Schedules: Generating bar bending schedules (BBS) for fabrication.

Field Guide to Design Integration

Successful implementation of Revit 2016 Structure requires integration across disciplines. This is often achieved 

through Worksharing. In a workshared environment, multiple team members work on a Local File, syncing their 

changes periodically to a Central File. This allows for real-time collaboration on large-scale structural projects.

Interference Checking (Clash Detection)

Revit 2016 includes a built-in Interference Checktool. This allows structural engineers to run a report against

architectural or MEP elements. For example, the software can identify every instance where a mechanical duct

passes through a structural beam. Identifying these "hard clashes" during the design phase saves significant costs

during construction by avoiding on-site modifications.

Troubleshooting and Common Failure Modes

Even with powerful software, technical challenges arise. Understanding these failure modes is crucial for senior-

level proficiency.

1. Element Visibility Issues

A common issue in Revit is the disappearance of elements. This is usually managed through View Range settings 

or Visibility/Graphic Overrides. Engineers must ensure that the "Structural" discipline is selected in the view

properties to properly display load-bearing elements while screening out non-essential architectural components.



2. Analytical Model Disconnection

If the analytical nodes are not snapped together, the structural analysis will fail. The Analytical Consistency Check

tool in Revit 2016 can automatically detect these orphans. Solving this requires manual adjustment of the

analytical member ends using the "Analytical Adjust" tool.

3. Hosting Errors

When an element loses its host (e.g., a foundation losing its associated wall), it becomes "orphaned." This can lead 

to errors in quantity takeoffs and documentation. Using the Rehosttool allows users to re-associate the element

with a new valid host.

Mathematical Principles in Structural Revit

While the software automates much of the geometry, the underlying principles remain grounded in structural 

mechanics. The software calculates structural properties such as the Moment of Inertia (I), Section Modulus (S), 

and Cross-Sectional Area (A)based on the family geometry. For instance, the stiffness of a member is

determined by the relationship:

k = (E * I) / L

Where E is the Modulus of Elasticity of the material, I is the Moment of Inertia, and Lis the length of the member.

Revit stores these values as parameters, enabling the seamless transfer of data to analysis engines like Robot

Structural Analysis Professional.

The Future of Structural BIM and Broader Implications

The principles established in the 2016 version of Revit Structure continue to form the backbone of modern 

engineering workflows. The transition from pure geometry to information-rich modeling has enabled the rise of 

Generative Design and Digital Twins . By mastering the fundamentals of parametric modeling, structural

engineers are no longer just drafters of lines but managers of complex data ecosystems.

As the industry moves toward 4D (Time) and 5D (Cost) BIM, the structural model serves as the critical foundation.

An accurate, well-coordinated Revit 2016 model provides the structural integrity required for the entire building

lifecycle, from the initial conceptual design to eventual demolition and recycling. The rigor applied to structural

fundamentals today ensures the safety, sustainability, and efficiency of the built environment for decades to come.

Professional mastery of these tools is therefore not just a technical requirement, but a fundamental pillar of modern

engineering excellence.
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