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In the landscape of Dutch secondary education, specifically within the HAVO (Hoger Algemeen Voortgezet 

Onderwijs) and VWO (Voorbereidend Wetenschappelijk Onderwijs) streams, few resources are as ubiquitous or as 

critical as the Binas Informatieboek. Currently in its 6th edition, published by Noordhoff Uitgevers, this volume

serves as the definitive reference for students engaging with the natural sciences: Physics (Natuurkunde),

Chemistry (Scheikunde), and Biology (Biologie). The 6th edition represents a significant milestone in pedagogical

documentation, aligning strictly with the modern curriculum requirements established by the Dutch Ministry of

Education, Culture, and Science (OCW).

The Strategic Importance of Binas in the Dutch Curriculum

The Binas 6th edition havo/vwo(ISBN 9789001817497) is more than just a collection of data; it is a standardized

tool permitted for use during the Central Examinations (Centraal Examen). This unique status necessitates a high

degree of technical accuracy and a logical layout that facilitates rapid information retrieval under time-constrained

conditions. For a student, mastering the Binas is often as crucial as mastering the underlying scientific theories

themselves. The book acts as an external memory bank, housing fundamental constants, molecular structures, and

complex biological pathways that would be impractical to memorize.

The Evolution of the 6th Edition

The transition from the 5th to the 6th edition brought about several structural and content-related changes to better

reflect contemporary scientific understanding and examination styles. The 6th edition, edited by a dedicated

committee, incorporates updated values for physical constants, refined chemical nomenclature, and expanded

biological diagrams that address modern genetics and biotechnology. It is designed to bridge the gap between high

school level science and the rigorous demands of university-level academic research.

Detailed Structural Analysis: A Technical Breakdown

To understand the utility of the Binas 6th edition, one must analyze its internal organization. The book is

categorized into several thematic sections, each identified by a series of tables (Tabellen). The numbering system

is sequential, allowing for a standardized citation method across textbooks and exam papers.

1. General Constants and Mathematical Foundations

The preliminary sections (Tables 1 through 6) establish the mathematical and linguistic framework. This includes 

the Greek alphabet, which is essential for identifying variables in physics (e.g., $;²B�`or wavelength, $<�B�`or density), 

and SI units(International System of Units). A core technical feature is the table of multiplication factors (prefixes),

ranging from yocto ($10^{-24}$) to yotta ($10^{24}$).

2. Physics (Natuurkunde): From Mechanics to Particle Physics

The Physics section of the Binas is a comprehensive repository of the physical universe's governing laws. It covers:



•  Fundamental Constants: Precise values for the speed of light ($c$), the gravitational constant ($G$), Planck's 

constant ($h$), and the elementary charge ($e$).

•  Kinematics and Dynamics: Formulas for motion, force, work, and energy.

•  Electromagnetism: Data on resistivity, conductivity, and electromagnetic spectra.

•  Quantum and Nuclear Physics: Table 25 and subsequent tables provide critical data on isotopes, half-lives, 

and decay modes (;�Â�², ;2’Â�v†–6‚��&R�f—F�Â�`or nuclear chemistry and energy studies.

•  Astrophysics: Detailed characteristics of planets, stars, and the solar system.

3. Chemistry (Scheikunde): Molecular Architecture and Reactivity

The Chemistry portion is arguably the most frequently utilized section of the Binas. It provides the empirical data

required for stoichiometric calculations and structural analysis:

•  The Periodic Table: Table 99 remains the centerpiece, offering atomic numbers, relative atomic masses, and 

electron configurations.

•  Thermodynamics and Kinetics: Tables listing standard enthalpy of formation, entropy, and Gibbs free energy 

change for various substances.

•  Acidity and Basicity (pKa/pKb): Essential for calculating the pH of buffers and weak acids/bases.

•  Organic Chemistry: Nomenclature rules and diagrams of common functional groups and polymers.

•  Solubility: The solubility product constants ($K_s$) are used to predict the formation of precipitates in 

aqueous solutions.

4. Biology (Biologie): Systems and Molecular Biology

In the 6th edition, the Biology section received extensive updates to include more detailed biochemical pathways.

Key features include:

•  Biochemistry: Detailed diagrams of the Citric Acid Cycle (Krebs cycle), Glycolysis, and Oxidative 

Phosphorylation.

•  Genetics: The genetic code table (Table 71) which allows students to translate mRNA codons into amino 

acids.

•  Human Physiology: Tables detailing hormone functions, the digestive system, and the nervous system.

•  Ecology: Energy flow diagrams and nitrogen/carbon cycle representations.

Comparative Technical Evaluation: 5th Edition vs. 6th Edition

For educators and students, understanding the differences between editions is vital, especially when older

textbooks are still in circulation. The following table highlights the primary technical enhancements in the 6th edition.



Feature / Metric 5th Edition (Legacy) 6th Edition (Current) Technical Impact

Physical Constants 2006 CODATA Values 2014/2018 Updated Values Higher precision in 
calculations.

Biochemical Pathways Simplified diagrams High-resolution, multi-step 
maps

Better alignment with VWO 
molecular biology.

Periodic Table Up to element 112 Includes elements up to 
118 (Oganesson)

Complete adherence to 
IUPAC standards.

Isotope Data Limited decay paths Expanded half-life and 
radiation data

Crucial for nuclear physics 
modules.

Layout &amp; Typography Standard serif font Optimized sans-serif for 
readability

Faster retrieval during 
exam pressure.

Procedural Implementation: How to Use Binas Effectively

Effective use of the Binas 6th edition is a skill that must be practiced. The book is not intended for reading but for 

querying. Technical writers and educators recommend a three-step workflow for students:

Step 1: Problem Classification

Identify the domain of the problem. Is it a stoichiometry problem? Navigate to the Chemistry section. Does it involve

light or wave mechanics? Go to the Physics section. The color-coded edges of the 6th edition facilitate this initial

sorting.

Step 2: Table Selection and Variable Extraction

Once the domain is identified, use the index or the table of contents to find the specific constant or formula. For

example, if a problem asks for the force between two charges in a vacuum, the student must locate the table for

constants (Table 7) to find the permittivity of free space ($;Uó�B’à

Step 3: Dimensional Analysis and Calculation

Use the Binas to verify units. A common error in technical exams is unit mismatch. By checking the

"Eenheden" (Units) table, students ensure that their final answer is expressed in the correct SI unit, preventing

catastrophic errors in engineering or medical calculations.

Troubleshooting and Managing Errata

No technical manual of this magnitude is entirely free of errors upon its first printing. Noordhoff Uitgevers maintains 

an active list of erratafor the 6th edition. Users should be aware of these minor corrections, which often pertain to

decimal placements in obscure physical constants or minor labeling errors in biological diagrams.

Common Usage Errors

•  Using the wrong isotope: Students often confuse mass numbers when looking at the decay tables. Always 

cross-reference the atomic number with the element symbol.

•  Confusing pKa and pKb: In the acidity tables, ensure you are looking at the correct column for the conjugate 

acid/base pair.

•  Standard Conditions: Many tables (like those for gas volume or enthalpy) are calculated at 298 K (25°C). 



Using these values for problems set at 0°C without adjustment leads to incorrect results.

Technical Specifications and Metadata

For procurement and academic archiving purposes, the following technical specifications are definitive for the Binas

6th Edition HAVO/VWO:

•  Full Title: Binas informatieboek voor havo en vwo

•  Edition: 6th Edition (6e editie)

•  Publisher: Noordhoff Uitgevers B.V.

•  ISBN-13: 978-9001817497

•  ISBN-10: 9001817491

•  Language: Dutch (Nederlands)

•  Physical Dimensions: Approximately 17 x 24 cm

•  Binding: Softcover / Flexibound

The Role of Binas in Developing Scientific Literacy

Beyond its role as an exam aid, the Binas 6th edition fosters information literacy. In a world where data is

abundant, the ability to find, interpret, and apply specific technical data is a professional competency. By navigating

the Binas, students learn the structure of scientific knowledge. They see that Physics is built on constants,

Chemistry on the properties of elements, and Biology on the flow of energy and information.

The book's inclusion of the English-Dutch science glossary (Table 100+) also serves a critical function for students

transitioning to international higher education where English is the lingua franca of science. This bilingual bridge

ensures that technical terms like "specific heat capacity" (soortelijke warmte) or

"electronegativity" (elektronegativiteit) are correctly understood in both contexts.

Case Study: Application in a VWO Chemistry Exam

Consider a typical VWO-level examination question regarding the electrolysis of a zinc sulfate solution. A student

must perform several tasks using only their knowledge and the Binas:

1.  Identify Redox Pairs: The student looks at Table 48 (Standard Reduction Potentials) to find the half-reactions 

for Zn2+/Zn and the oxidation of water or sulfate ions.

2.  Determine Spontaneity: By comparing the $E^0$ values from the table, the student calculates the cell 

potential ($E_{cell} = E_{red} - E_{ox}$).

3.  Calculate Yield: Using Faraday's constant ($F$), which is found in the physical constants table, the student 

can relate the electrical charge to the mass of zinc deposited.

Without the Binas, this multi-step technical process would be impossible, as the specific $E^0$ values are not part

of the required memorization curriculum. This case study illustrates that Binas is not a "cheat sheet," but rather a

sophisticated data interface for scientific problem-solving.

Strategic Conclusion: The Future of Reference Media

As education shifts toward digital platforms, the question arises whether a physical book like the Binas 6th edition 

will remain relevant. Currently, the tactile nature of the book is preferred in exam settings to prevent unauthorized 

access to the internet or external communication. However, Noordhoff has introduced digital versions and 

supplementary materials that complement the printed volume. Regardless of the medium, the structured data



within the Binas remains the gold standard for Dutch secondary science education. It remains an indispensable

asset for any student aiming for excellence in the STEM fields, providing a reliable, standardized, and

comprehensive foundation for technical inquiry and academic achievement.
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