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The Boeing 737 Classic series, encompassing the -300, -400, and -500 variants, represents a pivotal era in 

aviation engineering. Despite the emergence of the Next Generation (NG) and MAX families, the Classic series 

remains a cornerstone of global air cargo and secondary passenger markets. Maintaining these aircraft requires a 

rigorous adherence to technical documentation, specifically the Boeing 737 Maintenance Training Manual (MTM)

. This manual is not merely a reference but a pedagogical framework designed to transition a technician from

theoretical knowledge to practical, line-oriented proficiency. This article provides a high-level technical analysis of

the maintenance structures, component locators, and system-specific procedures for the B737 Classic, focusing on

ATA chapters 28 (Fuel) and 38 (Water &amp; Waste), and the crucial role of field trip checklists.

The Architecture of B737 Classic Maintenance Documentation

Maintenance documentation for the Boeing 737-300/400/500 is structured to support different levels of technical 

intervention. While the Aircraft Maintenance Manual (AMM) serves as the primary legal document for performing 

tasks, the Maintenance Training Manual (MTM)  provides the 'why' and 'where' behind the procedures. For the 

Classic series, these manuals are often categorized by their focus on Panel Description, Component Locators, 

and Field Trip Checklists .

Comparison of Document Types

Technicians must distinguish between various manuals to ensure safety and compliance. The following table

outlines the primary documents used in the maintenance and repair of the B737 Classic series:



Document Type Acronym Primary Purpose Target Audience

Aircraft Maintenance 
Manual

AMM Step-by-step instructions 
for on-aircraft maintenance.

Line and Base 
Maintenance Engineers

Illustrated Parts Catalog IPC Identification and sourcing 
of replaceable components.

Procurement and 
Maintenance

Fault Isolation Manual FIM Troubleshooting logic and 
BITE interpretation.

Avionics and Systems 
Technicians

Maintenance Training 
Manual

MTM Educational breakdown of 
systems and component 
locations.

Trainees and Type-Rating 
Students

Structural Repair Manual SRM Procedures for skin and 
frame damage assessment/
repair.

Structures Specialists

Technical Deep Dive: ATA 28 - Fuel Systems

The fuel system of the Boeing 737-300/400/500 is a critical area of study within the MTM. The system is designed 

for redundancy and efficient weight distribution. It consists of three primary tanks: Main Tank No. 1  (Left Wing), 

Main Tank No. 2  (Right Wing), and the Center Tank . Understanding the access panels and physical layout is

paramount for inspection and repair.

Access Panels and Tank Entry

Access to the fuel tanks is facilitated through a series of numbered panels. These panels are engineered to be 

pressure-tight and aerodynamic. In the B737 Classic, the physical description of these panels includes specialized 

seals and fastener arrays. Access panelspermit entry for internal inspections, leak detection, and component

repair (such as fuel pumps or probes).

The procedural workflow for fuel tank entry involves strict safety protocols:

•  Atmospheric Testing: Ensuring the tank is free of combustible vapors using a calibrated gas detector.

•  De-puddling: Removal of residual fuel to prevent skin contact and environmental hazards.

•  Grounding and Bonding: Maintaining electrical continuity to prevent electrostatic discharge.

•  Ventilation: Continuous forced air circulation during the entire duration of the technician's presence inside the 

tank.

Fuel Component Locators

Key components within the fuel system include the Boost Pumps, Crossfeed Valves, and Engine Fuel Shut-off 

Valves. The MTM provides specific locator maps to identify these within the wing structure and wheel well areas. 

For instance, the refueling station is located on the leading edge of the right wing, containing the Manual Refuel 

Panel which allows for pre-setting fuel loads and monitoring quantity indicators.

ATA 38: Water and Waste Systems Technical Framework

The Water and Waste system on the B737-300/400/500 is a pressurized system that ensures potable water 

delivery and hygienic waste disposal. According to the Training Manual B 737-300/400/500: ATA 38, the system's 



operation relies on a combination of Pneumatic Pressure and Electrical Control.

Potable Water Pressurization

Potable water is stored in a single tank, typically located in the aft cargo compartment or behind the rear bulkheads. 

Pressurization is achieved via the Bleed Air System or an auxiliary Electric Air Compressorwhen the engines

are not running. The external connection for servicing is found on the service panel, usually located on the lower

right side of the fuselage.

The technical logic follows this path:

1.  Air passes through a Pressure Regulator to maintain a constant 25-45 PSI.

2.  The air enters the Water Tank, displacing the water into the distribution lines.

3.  Check valves prevent the backflow of water into the pneumatic system.

4.  Filter assemblies ensure the air entering the tank is free of contaminants and moisture.

Waste System Mechanics

The B737 Classic series utilizes either a Recirculating Blue-Water System or a Vacuum Waste System, 

depending on the specific customer configuration (modifications were common in the -400 and -500 series). In 

vacuum systems, a differential pressure created by a blower (on the ground) or ambient air (at high altitudes) forces 

waste into the holding tank. The Service Panelfor waste is independent of the water panel to prevent cross-

contamination.

The Role of the 'Field Trip Checklist' in Maintenance Training

One of the most unique elements of the Boeing Maintenance Training Manual is the Field Trip Checklist . This is a

practical evaluation tool used during the 'walk-around' phase of technical training. It requires the technician to

physically locate components on a live aircraft or a high-fidelity flight simulator cockpit.

Checklist Criteria for Avionics and Cockpit Panels

A typical checklist for the B737-300/400/500 cockpit includes the following verification steps:

•  Overhead Panel (P5): Verification of the Standby Power switch and AC/DC Metering panel.

•  Glareshield (P7): Testing the Master Caution and Fire Warning annunciators.

•  Electronic Flight Instrument System (EFIS): Confirming the location of the Symbol Generators and Display 

Selectors.

•  Center Pedestal (P8): Location of the Fire Control Modules and Radio Management Panels.

By using the Field Trip Checklist, maintenance organizations ensure that theoretical knowledge (reading a diagram)

translates into spatial awareness (finding the component in a dark, cramped wheel well or avionics bay).

CFM56-3 Engine Maintenance and Troubleshooting

The powerplants for the B737 Classic series are the CFM56-3 engines. These high-bypass turbofans require 

specific maintenance procedures detailed in the MTM's engine section. Key maintenance tasks include Borescope 

Inspections, Vibration Analysis, and BITE (Built-In Test Equipment)  procedures.

Engine Component Locators and Maintenance Access

The CFM56-3 is characterized by its 'flat-bottom' nacelle design, necessary to provide ground clearance on the low-

profile B737 airframe. Accessing engine components requires opening the Fan Cowl Doors and the Thrust 

Reverser Cowls. Maintenance personnel focus heavily on the Accessory Gearbox (AGB), which drives the



starter, fuel pump, oil pump, and hydraulic pumps.



Component Location on Engine Maintenance Criticality

N1 Speed Sensor Fan Frame (12 o'clock) High - Vital for FADEC/Fuel Control

Magnetic Chip Detectors Oil Scavenge Lines / AGB High - Early Warning of Bearing 
Failure

Ignition Exciters Fan Case (Left Side) Medium - Vital for Dispatch

Hydro-Mechanical Unit (HMU) Accessory Gearbox Critical - Fuel Metering

Procedural Execution: Removal and Installation (R&amp;I)

The MTM provides a bridge to the AMM's R&amp;I procedures. A standard removal procedure in the B737 Classic 

follows a mathematical and logical sequence to ensure the aircraft's Center of Gravity (CoG) and system integrity 

remain within limits. For instance, when removing a heavy component like a Main Landing Gear (MLG) Actuator,

the technician must calculate the required hydraulic depletion and mechanical shoring requirements.

Step-by-Step R&amp;I Methodology:

1.  Preparation: Reference the AMM for specific task numbers and effective aircraft serial numbers.

2.  Isolation: De-energize electrical circuits and tag-out hydraulic systems.

3.  Access: Remove fairings or open access panels (referencing the Panel Description manual).

4.  Removal: Disconnect electrical connectors, then fluid lines (using caps and plugs), and finally mechanical 

fasteners.

5.  Inspection: Examine the removed part and the mounting structure for signs of corrosion or fatigue.

6.  Installation: The reverse of removal, applying specific Torque Values and Sealants as defined by Boeing 

engineering standards.

7.  Functional Test: Perform a BITE test or a physical operational test (e.g., a landing gear swing) to verify the 

repair.

Case Study: Troubleshooting a Fuel Imbalance

Consider a scenario where a B737-400 reports a Fuel Imbalance between Main Tank 1 and Main Tank 2. Using 

the Troubleshooting Guidefrom the William Butler Aircraft Maintenance Collection and the Boeing MTM, the

technician would follow this diagnostic path:

1. Initial BITE Check

The technician accesses the Fuel Quantity Indicating System (FQIS)BITE on the P91 panel (located in the

electronics bay). If the BITE indicates a probe failure, the locator manual is used to find the specific probe in the

wing tank.

2. Valve Verification

If the sensors are functional, the technician investigates the Crossfeed Valve. The MTM describes the physical

location of the valve in the center tank area and the manual override lever. A failure of the valve to close would lead

to fuel migration during certain flight attitudes.

3. Mathematical Model of Fuel Flow

The technician must understand the flow rate (measured in kg/h or lb/h) provided by the boost pumps. A degraded 



pump might still provide enough pressure to avoid a 'Low Pressure' light but fail to maintain parity with the opposite 

side under high demand. The MTM provides the Pressure vs. Flowcharts necessary to diagnose a 'weak' pump

versus a 'failed' pump.

The Importance of Educational Material Preservation

The mention of the William Butler Aircraft Maintenance Collectionhighlights a critical aspect of aviation: the

preservation of legacy technical data. As experienced engineers retire, the 'tribal knowledge' of the B737 Classic

must be replaced by high-quality training materials. These collections, including pilot's guides and troubleshooting

handbooks, provide context that modern digitized manuals sometimes lack. They offer an 'engineering history' of

why certain components were designed the way they were—such as the transition from the -200 series to the -300

series' digital cockpit elements.

Summary of Engineering Implications

Maintaining the Boeing 737-300/400/500 is a discipline that requires mastery over a vast array of technical 

documentation. The synergy between Panel Descriptions, Component Locators, and the Maintenance Training 

Manualcreates a safe operational environment. By strictly following the ATA chapters—whether it is the fuel tank

access protocols of ATA 28 or the pressure logic of ATA 38—technicians ensure the continued airworthiness of this

classic airframe.

As the industry moves toward more automated and AI-driven maintenance systems, the fundamental skills of

reading a physical component locator and performing a manual field trip checklist remain indispensable. The B737

Classic serves as a reminder that aviation safety is built on the foundation of rigorous training, detailed

documentation, and the professional integrity of the maintenance engineer. The technical depth found in the Boeing

maintenance library ensures that even decades after their first flight, these aircraft can continue to fly safely and

efficiently in a modern airspace.

The integration of mechanical expertise with a thorough understanding of the aircraft's documentation framework is

the hallmark of a senior technician. By leveraging the structured data from manuals like the B 737-300/400/500 ATA

28 and 38, maintenance teams can minimize AOG (Aircraft On Ground) time and maximize the lifecycle of the fleet.

The detailed descriptions of components, the precise location of access panels, and the logical flow of

troubleshooting procedures remain the gold standard for technical excellence in the aerospace industry.
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