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In the high-stakes environment of commercial aviation, the Boeing 737 stands as one of the most successful and 

enduring narrow-body aircraft ever engineered. However, with its evolution from the Original and Classic series to 

the Next Generation (NG) and the MAX, the complexity of managing its systems has grown exponentially. For 

professional airline pilots, simulator instructors, and technical examiners, the primary source of operational 

guidance has always been the manufacturer's Flight Crew Operating Manual (FCOM) and the Quick Reference 

Handbook (QRH). Yet, there exists a gap between these prescriptive manuals and the deep, contextual 

understanding required to manage complex, non-normal situations safely and efficiently. This gap is bridged by the 

Boeing 737 Management Reference Guide (B737 MRG).

The Genesis and Importance of the B737 MRG

Authored by Captain Pat Boone, a veteran Boeing 737 pilot and instructor, the B737 MRG has become the global 

industry standard for technical reference outside of official Boeing documentation. It is not merely a checklist; it is a 

comprehensive knowledge database designed to enhance a pilot's situational awareness. While the QRH tells a 

pilot what to do, the MRG explains whythey are doing it and what the secondary implications of those actions

might be on other aircraft systems.

Understanding the architecture of the B737 MRG requires an appreciation for the sheer volume of data it

synthesizes. It covers over 300 non-normal scenarios, ranging from simple sensor failures to complex, multi-system

hydraulic or electrical degradations. For the modern aviator, the MRG serves as an essential companion during

type ratings, recurrent simulator training, and real-world line operations, providing a level of detail that turns a

proficient pilot into a technical expert.

Core Theoretical Framework: Navigating System Complexity

The Boeing 737 is unique in its design philosophy. Unlike the fly-by-wire architecture of Airbus, the 737 retains 

many mechanical linkages and a philosophy of direct pilot intervention. This means that a single system failure 

often has a "ripple effect." The B737 MRG addresses this through a structured framework of Technical Notes and 

Operational Consequences.

The Hierarchy of Information

The MRG organizes information into a logical flow that mirrors the pilot's workflow during an emergency:

•  Identification: Recognizing the failure through cockpit indications (lights, alerts, or instrument behavior).

•  Memory Items: Immediate actions required to stabilize the aircraft.

•  System Logic: A deep dive into the engineering behind the failure.

•  Operational Impacts: How the failure affects landing distance, go-around capability, and secondary flight 

controls.

•  Decision Support: Assisting the PIC (Pilot in Command) in making the final call on diversion or continuation.

System Integration and Interdependence



One of the most critical aspects of the B737 is the interdependence of its systems. For example, a failure in the 

Standby Power Systemdoesn't just affect navigation lights; it impacts the flight director, the engine instruments,

and the navigation radios. The B737 MRG provides detailed matrices that show exactly which bus bars power

which components, allowing pilots to troubleshoot beyond the basic "on/off" logic found in the FCOM.

Technical Analysis of Non-Normal Scenarios

To truly understand the value of the B737 MRG, one must look at how it deconstructs complex emergencies. Let us 

analyze a common yet critical scenario: a Dual Bleed Trip Off  or a Loss of Cabin Pressure.

Case Study: Loss of Pressurization Logic

In the event of a rapid decompression, the QRH provides a checklist for the emergency descent. However, the 

B737 MRG goes further by analyzing the Outflow Valve positions and the logic of the Pressure Controller. It

explains the aerodynamic consequences of descending at high Mach numbers versus the structural limits of the

airframe at lower altitudes.

Mathematical Models in Operational Decision Making

The MRG frequently utilizes data tables and mathematical approximations to assist pilots. For instance, when 

dealing with a Non-Normal Landing Configuration(such as flaps at 15 instead of 30 due to a malfunction), the

guide provides precise landing distance increments. These are often presented as factors of the standard landing

distance, enabling quick mental calculations under high-stress conditions.



Failure Type System Impact Performance Penalty 
(Approx.)

Primary Management 
Strategy

Hydraulic System A Failure Landing Gear, Inboard 
Spoilers, Ground Spoilers, 
Engine 1 Thrust Reverser

20-30% Increase in 
Landing Distance

Manual Gear Extension; 
Use of System B for 
Braking

Loss of System B Outboard Spoilers, Yaw 
Damper, Flaps/Slats 
(Alternate), Engine 2 
Reverser

Minimal Distance Increase; 
Handling Difficulty

Alternate Flap Extension 
(Electric); Slower 
Deployment Time

Single Engine Operation Thrust Asymmetry, 
Electrical Shedding, 
Pneumatic Limits

Reduced Ceiling; Vmca 
Considerations

Trim Management; Drift 
Down Procedure 
implementation

The B737 MRG vs. Manufacturer Manuals

While the Boeing FCOM is the legal authority for aircraft operation, it is often criticized for being overly concise. The

B737 MRG complements this by providing the "missing links." Below is a comparison of how the two documents

approach the same technical data.



Feature Boeing FCOM / QRH B737 Management Reference Guide

Primary Objective Procedural Compliance Technical Understanding & System 
Management

Depth of Logic Basic "If-Then" Logic Deep Engineering Rationale & Circuit 
Interconnectivity

Cross-References Limited to specific related checklists Extensive (e.g., links to MEL, CDL, 
and FCTM)

Format Standardized Manufacturer Format Highly Visual with Diagrams and 
Annotation

Scenario Coverage Standard Non-Normals Comprehensive (300+ Scenarios 
including "unusual" failures)

Practical Implementation: Using the MRG in Professional Flight Operations

Integration of the B737 MRG into a pilot's routine requires a disciplined approach. It is not intended to be read for

the first time while an engine is on fire. Instead, its implementation follows a three-phase cycle.

Phase 1: Pre-Study and Type Rating Preparation

During initial training, students use the MRG to build a mental map of the aircraft. By studying the System 

Schematicsin the MRG, which are often clearer than those in the FCTM (Flight Crew Training Manual), pilots can

visualize the flow of electrons and fluids. This visualization is key to passing the oral examinations and technical

quizzes required by civil aviation authorities like the FAA or EASA.

Phase 2: Simulator Recurrent Training

The simulator is where the MRG proves its worth. When an instructor introduces a complex malfunction, such as a 

Runaway Stabilizer or a JAMMED Flight Control, the MRG provides the step-by-step troubleshooting logic that 

prevents "tunnel vision." It encourages pilots to use the DODAR (Diagnose, Options, Decide, Act, Review) or 

FORDEC models effectively by providing the "Options" and "Diagnostics" data in an accessible format.

Phase 3: Real-World Line Operations

On the line, the MRG is used during the "Quiet Hours" of cruise to review potential failures. If an MEL (Minimum 

Equipment List)item is active—for example, flying with one pack inoperative—the pilot can refer to the MRG to

understand the secondary restrictions on altitude and passenger comfort that the FCOM might only mention in

passing.

The Digital Revolution: B737 MRG App and Electronic Knowledge Bases

As cockpits move toward the Paperless Flight Deck, the B737 MRG has evolved. The transition from a physical

handbook to a sophisticated mobile application (available on Android and iOS) has revolutionized how pilots

access data. The app version features:

•  Instant Search: Pilots can type in a fault light (e.g., "ZONE TEMP") and immediately see all associated 

causes and management strategies.

•  Interactive Schematics: Zoomable diagrams that show the status of the aircraft in different failure modes.



•  Regular Updates: As Boeing issues new Service Bulletins (SBs) or Airworthiness Directives (ADs), the MRG 

is updated by Captain Boone to reflect the latest engineering changes, particularly for the B737 MAX series.

•  Customization: Pilots can filter information based on the specific tail number or airline configuration (e.g., 

whether the aircraft has Carbon Brakes or Steel Brakes).

Advanced Troubleshooting: Failure Modes and Operational Challenges

A significant portion of the MRG is dedicated to "non-standard" problems. These are situations that do not have a

dedicated QRH checklist but require sound airmanship. Examples include:

Electrical Bus Failures

On the B737 NG, an Electrical Transfer Bus  failure is a complex event. The MRG provides a detailed list of which 

flight instruments will remain powered by the Battery Busand for how long (typically 30 to 60 minutes depending

on battery health). This information is crucial for determining how far the aircraft can safely fly to a suitable airport.

Engine Flameout Logic

The MRG analyzes the difference between a "surge," a "stall," and a "flameout." By understanding the EGT

(Exhaust Gas Temperature) and N2 (High-Pressure Compressor) trends, a pilot can decide whether an immediate

relight attempt is viable or if the engine must be secured due to internal mechanical damage.

The Professional Pilot's Responsibility

The existence of the B737 MRG highlights a fundamental truth in aviation: safety is a product of continuous

learning. Relying solely on the minimum required knowledge is rarely sufficient in the face of compounding

emergencies. The MRG serves as a testament to the culture of excellence that the piloting profession demands. By

providing a technical "deep dive," it empowers pilots to move from being mere operators of a machine to being

masters of a complex technological ecosystem.

As we look toward the future of the 737 fleet, including the continued integration of the MAX and potential future

iterations, the role of independent, high-quality technical reference material remains vital. The B737 MRG will likely

remain the most trusted pilot guide worldwide, continuing its legacy of enhancing flight safety through superior

knowledge and technical clarity. Whether in a physical binder on a flight bag or as an encrypted app on an EFB

(Electronic Flight Bag), the Management Reference Guide is the definitive tool for the professional 737 pilot.

In conclusion, the B737 MRG is more than just a book; it is a philosophy of aviation safety. It emphasizes that a

pilot's best tool is not just the controls in their hands, but the knowledge in their mind. By synthesizing engineering

data with operational experience, Captain Pat Boone has created a living document that has undoubtedly saved

lives by ensuring that when things go wrong, pilots have the information they need to bring the aircraft home safely.
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