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The landscape of early childhood education is increasingly focused on the development of abstract reasoning and 

cognitive flexibility. Among the most influential tools in this domain is the Bond Non-verbal Reasoning (NVR) 

Assessment series. Specifically, the Bond Starter Papers for ages 6–7 serve as a foundational gateway for 

young learners to engage with logic-based problem-solving that transcends linguistic and cultural barriers. These 

papers are not merely practice tests; they are sophisticated pedagogical instruments designed to measure and 

cultivate fluid intelligence—the capacity to think logically and solve problems in novel situations, independent of

acquired knowledge.

The Theoretical Framework of Non-Verbal Reasoning (NVR)

To understand the utility of the Bond Starter Papers, one must first analyze the psychological and neurological 

underpinnings of non-verbal reasoning. NVR evaluates the brain's ability to process visual and spatial information. 

Unlike verbal reasoning, which relies heavily on vocabulary and linguistic syntax, NVR focuses on pattern 

recognition, spatial awareness, and deductive logic.

The Role of Fluid Intelligence (gf)

Non-verbal reasoning is the primary metric for Fluid Intelligence (gf), a concept popularized by Raymond Cattell.

In the context of 6–7-year-olds, fluid intelligence is in a critical state of development as the prefrontal cortex

matures. The Bond Starter Papers provide the necessary stimuli to exercise this area of the brain through tasks

that involve mental rotation, mirror imaging, and sequence completion.

Visual-Perceptual Skills and Cognitive Load

At age 6–7, children are transitioning from Piaget’s preoperational stage to the concrete operational stage. This 

transition is characterized by the development of logical thought. The Bond Starter Papers utilize this 

developmental window by introducing structured visual problems that require the child to manage cognitive load—

balancing the retention of one visual rule while applying another. For example, a child might need to observe that a

shape is both rotating 90 degrees and changing color simultaneously.

Core Cognitive Domains in Bond Starter Papers

The Bond Non-verbal Reasoning Starter Papers are meticulously structured to cover several key domains. Each

domain targets a specific facet of the child’s cognitive architecture:

•  Similarities and Classifications: Identifying shared attributes among a group of shapes. This requires the 

ability to abstract high-level properties (e.g., number of sides, shading) from concrete visual data.

•  Series and Sequences: Understanding linear progression. The child must determine the "rule" governing a 

change over time and predict the next iteration in the sequence.

•  Analogies: Applying a relationship between two objects to another pair. This involves relational mapping, a 

high-level cognitive function.



•  Matrices: Solving 2x2 grids where logic must be applied both horizontally and vertically. This is a direct 

precursor to the types of reasoning found in the Raven’s Progressive Matrices, a global standard for IQ testing.

Technical Analysis: The Bond Methodology and Test Structure

The Bond Assessment series, authored by experts such as Alison Primrose, follows a strict pedagogical 

hierarchy. The "Starter Papers" for the 6–7 age group are engineered to transition a child from simple visual 

identification to complex logical deduction. The papers typically include 8 timed tests, which are essential for 

developing processing speed—a key component of standardized entrance examinations like the 11+.

Mathematical Principles in Visual Logic

The questions within these papers are often based on fundamental geometric and mathematical transformations.

Understanding these can help educators and parents better support the learner:



Transformation Type Description Mathematical Basis

Rotation Turning a shape around a central 
point.

Angular displacement (e.g., 45°, 90°, 
180°).

Reflection Creating a mirror image across an 
axis.

Bilateral symmetry and axial 
transformation.

Translation Moving a shape to a new position 
without rotating it.

Vector movement (x, y coordinates).

Scaling Increasing or decreasing the size of a 
shape.

Proportionality and ratio logic.

Layering/Superposition Placing one shape over another to 
create a composite.

Set theory (unions and intersections).

Comparison of Bond Assessment Levels

The Bond series is unique in its graded approach. Below is a comparison matrix showing how the Starter Papers

(6–7 years) differ from the more advanced stages in the Non-Verbal Reasoning series.



Feature Starter Papers (6–7 Years) Assessment Papers (9–
10 Years)

11+ Advanced Papers

Question Complexity Single rule changes (e.g., 
color OR shape).

Dual or triple rule changes 
(e.g., rotation AND color).

Multi-variable logic and 
abstract 3D spatializing.

Time Pressure Generous timing to build 
confidence.

Strict timing to mimic exam 
conditions.

High-speed processing 
required.

Instructional Support Heavy use of sample 
questions and guides.

Minimal samples; focuses 
on independent execution.

Focuses on strategic 
elimination and speed 
techniques.

Format Mostly multiple choice; 
focus on 2D shapes.

Mix of 2D and 3D; multi-
step logic.

Complex matrices, nets of 
cubes, and rotation.

Strategic Implementation: A Practical Field Guide

Implementing the Bond Starter Papers effectively requires a structured approach. Educators and parents should

treat these papers as a "cognitive gym" rather than a simple pass/fail metric.

Step 1: The Diagnostic Phase

Begin with the sample test papers provided in the book. Observe the child's reaction to different question types. Are 

they struggling with rotation but excelling at similarities? This diagnostic phase identifies the child's Zone of 

Proximal Development (ZPD).

Step 2: Scaffolding and Verbalization

While the test is non-verbal, the learning process should be highly verbal. Ask the child to explain the "story" of the 

shapes. For instance, "The circle was small and white, then it became big and black. What happened next?" This 

metacognitive approach helps internalize the logical rules.

Step 3: Gradual Introduction of Timed Conditions

Initially, allow the child to complete the 8 tests without a timer to ensure accuracy. Once accuracy reaches

approximately 80-90%, introduce a stopwatch. Speed is a secondary skill that must be built upon a foundation of

logical precision.

Step 4: Error Analysis and Feedback Loops

When a mistake occurs, do not simply provide the correct answer. Use the Socratic method to lead the child to the 

correct conclusion. Bond papersinclude answers and explanations, which should be used to analyze whether the

error was due to a lack of observation or a failure in logical deduction.

Troubleshooting Common Learning Gaps

Even with high-quality materials like the Bond Starter Papers, children may encounter specific operational

challenges. Below are common failure modes and their technical solutions.

Failure Mode 1: The "Distractor" Effect

In multiple-choice NVR, "distractors" are options that look similar to the correct answer but fail on one minor rule. 

Children often pick the first option that looks "mostly right."Solution: Teach the Process of Elimination (POE).



Encourage the child to find one reason why each incorrect option *cannot* be the answer, rather than looking for

the correct one immediately.

Failure Mode 2: Inability to Visualize Mental Rotation

Some children struggle to mentally "flip" or "turn" an object.Solution:Use physical manipulatives. Cut out shapes

from paper and physically rotate them 90 degrees. Once the child understands the physical motion, transition back

to the 2D representations in the Bond booklet.

Failure Mode 3: Overlooking Negative Space

Children often focus on the "foreground" shape and ignore the background or the "holes" in a shape (negative 

space).Solution: Practice exercises that focus specifically on shading and background patterns to expand the 

child's visual search field.

The Longitudinal Impact of Early NVR Training

The skills developed through Bond Starter Papers extend far beyond the 11+ entrance examinations. Mastery of 

non-verbal reasoning is highly correlated with success in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics)fields. The ability to manipulate abstract symbols and recognize patterns is the same cognitive

architecture used in computer programming, architectural design, and complex data analysis.

Furthermore, early exposure to structured testing builds test-taking resilience. By starting at age 6–7 with age-

appropriate "Starter" materials, children develop a positive relationship with challenge. They learn that logic is a 

skill that can be practiced and improved, fostering a growth mindset that is vital for long-term academic success.

In conclusion, the Bond Starter Papers in Non-verbal Reasoning for ages 6–7 represent a critical intersection of

developmental psychology and educational excellence. By providing a graded, timed, and comprehensive

curriculum, they ensure that children are not only prepared for the rigors of future examinations but are also

equipped with the essential cognitive tools to navigate an increasingly complex and visual world. Whether used by

tutors, teachers, or parents, these papers remain the "gold standard" for nurturing the logical minds of the next

generation.
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