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The Board of Secondary Education (BSE), Odisha, maintains a rigorous curriculum for Class 10 students,

particularly within the General Science (GSC) stream. Life Science (Jiba Bigyana) represents a critical pillar of this

curriculum, designed to provide students with a foundational understanding of biological processes, ecological

balance, and physiological mechanisms. As students transition toward higher secondary education, mastering the

Class 10 Life Science syllabus is not merely an academic requirement but a prerequisite for careers in medicine,

biotechnology, and environmental science.

The Theoretical Framework of BSE Odisha Life Science

The 10th-grade Life Science curriculum is structured to transition students from general observations of nature to 

detailed biochemical and physiological analysis. The syllabus is divided into several core modules that cover the

spectrum of biological existence—from cellular-level nutrition to global environmental management. Understanding

the theoretical framework requires a deep dive into how organisms maintain homeostasis, reproduce, and evolve.

The Hierarchy of Biological Systems

The curriculum emphasizes the Systems Biologyapproach. Instead of looking at organs in isolation, students are

taught to view the organism as a cohesive unit. For example, when studying 'Nutrition' (Poshana), the curriculum

links the intake of raw materials to the 'Respiration' (Swashana) process where energy is liberated, and

subsequently to 'Circulation' (Paribahana o Sanchalana) where nutrients are distributed. This interdependency is

the cornerstone of the GSC Life Science syllabus.

Core Concept Analysis: Nutrition (Poshana)

Nutrition is the foundational chapter of the BSE Odisha 10th Life Science textbook. It moves beyond the basic 

definition of food to explore the metabolic pathwaysinvolved in energy acquisition. Technical focus is placed on

the difference between autotrophic and heterotrophic systems.

Photosynthesis: The Biochemical Perspective

Photosynthesis is treated not just as a plant process but as a complex redox reaction. The curriculum explores the 

Light-Dependent Phase (Photochemical reaction) occurring in the Thylakoid and the Light-Independent Phase

(Biosynthetic phase or Calvin Cycle) occurring in the Stroma of chloroplasts. Students are expected to understand

the role of NADP, ATP, and the photolysis of water.

Human Digestive Architecture

In the context of human nutrition, the technical breakdown includes the role of enzymes (biocatalysts). From

salivary amylase (Ptyalin) in the buccal cavity to the complex enzymatic cocktail in the small intestine (Trypsin,

Lipase, Erepsin), the curriculum demands a precise understanding of pH levels and substrate specificity.



Organ/Gland Enzyme Secreted Substrate End Product

Salivary Glands Salivary Amylase Starch Maltose

Stomach (Gastric Glands) Pepsin Proteins Peptones/Proteoses

Pancreas Lipase Emulsified Fats Fatty Acids & Glycerol

Small Intestine Sucrase/Maltase Carbohydrates Glucose

Technical Breakdown of Respiration and Energy Release

Respiration in the 10th-class curriculum is categorized into aerobic and anaerobic pathways. The emphasis is on 

the cellular respiration occurring within the mitochondria, often referred to as the 'powerhouse of the cell'.

Glycolysis and the Kreb's Cycle

While the depth is kept appropriate for secondary education, students must grasp that Glycolysisoccurs in the

cytoplasm and results in the formation of Pyruvate. The subsequent fate of Pyruvate—whether it enters the

mitochondria for the Kreb's Cycle (in the presence of Oxygen) or undergoes fermentation (in the absence of

Oxygen)—is a frequent focal point of BSE Odisha examinations.

•  Aerobic Respiration: Yields approximately 38 ATP molecules per glucose molecule.

•  Anaerobic Respiration: Occurs in muscle cells (producing Lactic Acid) or yeast (producing Ethanol).

•  Gas Exchange: The physiological mechanism of Alveoli and the role of Hemoglobin in oxygen transport.

Circulation and Excretion: The Logistics of Life

The BSE Odisha syllabus provides a detailed engineering view of the human heart and the filtration mechanism of 

the kidneys. Hemodynamics—the study of blood flow—is introduced through the concept of Double Circulation.

The Cardiac Cycle

Students must analyze the systemic and pulmonary circulation loops. Technical terms such as Systole, Diastole,

and the function of the Sinoatrial (SA) Node are critical. The curriculum often uses diagrams to explain the valvular

mechanisms that prevent backflow, emphasizing the structural-functional relationship in the heart.

Excretory Mechanism: The Nephron Function

The Kidney is explored at the functional unit level: the Nephron. The process of Ultrafiltration in the Bowman's

Capsule, followed by Selective Reabsorption in the Proximal Convoluted Tubule (PCT) and Henle's Loop, provides

a technical look at how the body maintains osmotic balance and removes nitrogenous waste.

Control and Coordination: Biological Cybernetics

How do organisms respond to stimuli? The BSE Odisha Class 10 Life Science Chapter 4 focuses on the Nervous 

System and the Endocrine System. This is essentially the 'control center' of the organism.

Neural Transmission

The syllabus covers the anatomy of a Neuron, including the Dendrites, Axon, and Synaptic Knobs. The 

transmission of an impulse via neurotransmitters across the synapse is a key technical concept. Furthermore, the 



Reflex Arc is analyzed as an autonomous survival mechanism that bypasses conscious thought for speed.

Hormonal Regulation

Unlike the rapid neural response, the endocrine system provides a chemical, long-lasting coordination. The

curriculum details the pituitary (Master Gland), thyroid, adrenal, and reproductive glands. The feedback mechanism

—where the concentration of a hormone regulates its further secretion—is a vital concept for students to master.

Reproduction, Heredity, and Evolution

These chapters bridge the gap between individual physiology and the continuity of species. The BSE Odisha

2023-24 syllabus focuses on both the mechanics of reproduction and the mathematical logic of inheritance.

Mendelian Genetics

The introduction of Gregor Mendel’s experimentswith pea plants provides a quantitative framework for biology.

Students must be able to construct Punnett Squares for Monohybrid and Dihybrid crosses. Understanding the

distinction between Genotype and Phenotype, and the laws of Dominance and Segregation, is essential for scoring

high in the Life Science paper.

Evolutionary Theory

The syllabus touches upon Darwinism and Lamarckism, focusing on Natural Selection and the Evidence of

Evolution (Homologous vs. Analogous organs). This provides students with a macro-perspective on how life has

diversified over billions of years.

The BSE Odisha Exam Pattern and Marking Scheme

To excel in the Class 10 Board exams, understanding the Summative Assessment (SA)structure is mandatory.

The General Science paper is split into Physical Science (SCP) and Life Science (SCL), each carrying 50 marks.

Assessment Structure

1.  Objective Type (MCQs): 25 marks. These test granular knowledge of definitions, chemical formulas, and 

diagram labels.

2.  Subjective Type: 25 marks. This section includes short-answer questions (2-3 marks) and long-form 

descriptive questions (5 marks).

3.  Internal Assessment: Periodic tests, multiple assessments, and portfolio maintenance contribute to the final 

grade.



Question Type Number of Questions Marks per Question Total Weightage

MCQ (OIA) 25 1 25

Short Answer 5 2-3 15

Long Answer 2 5 10

Practical Implementation: Laboratory and Field Studies

The Odisha Board emphasizes that Life Science should not be confined to textbooks. Practical experiments are

vital for validating theoretical knowledge. Key practicals include:

•  Microscopic Observation: Viewing onion peel cells or cheek cells to understand cellular structure.

•  Testing for Food Components: Using Iodine for starch, Benedict's solution for reducing sugars, and the Biuret 

test for proteins.

•  Physiological Experiments: Demonstrating that CO2 is released during respiration or that light is necessary 

for photosynthesis.

Comparative Analysis: Textbooks and Study Resources

While the Odisha State Bureau of Textbook Preparation and Production  provides the primary source, several 

private publications like Santra Life Science & Environmentare popular among students for their simplified

language and additional practice questions. The Santra publication, authored by Dr. Trilochan Midya and Dr. Dulal

Chandra Santra, is frequently cited for its excellent illustrative diagrams and exam-oriented approach.

Comparison of Study Materials



Feature BSE Odisha Official Textbook Santra Life Science & Env.

Content Depth High (Standard Curriculum) Moderate (Exam Focused)

Language Complexity Formal/Technical Student-Friendly

Illustrations Standard Diagrams High-Quality Graphics

Practice Questions Limited (End of chapter) Extensive (Question Bank)

Troubleshooting Common Academic Hurdles

Students often struggle with specific technical areas in the Life Science syllabus. Here are common failure modes

and their pedagogical solutions:

Confusion Between Transpiration and Guttation

The Error: Students often treat these as the same process of water loss. The Solution:Teachers must emphasize

that Transpiration is the loss of water vapor through stomata (controlled by guard cells), whereas Guttation is the

loss of liquid water through hydathodes, usually occurring at night or in high humidity when transpiration is low.

Misunderstanding the Reflex Arc

The Error: Thinking the brain initiates the reflex action. The Solution:Clarify that the sensory neuron carries the

signal to the spinal cord, and the motor neuron carries the response back to the effector muscle instantly. The brain

receives the information *after* the action has occurred.

Effective Study Strategies for BSE Odisha Life Science

To achieve mastery, students should adopt a multimodal learning strategy:

•  Active Recall: Instead of re-reading chapters, use flashcards for terms like 'Phagocytosis', 'Osmoregulation', 

and 'Parthenogenesis'.

•  Diagram Practice: Biological diagrams are worth significant marks. Practice drawing the Human Heart, 

Nephron, and Nerve Cell repeatedly. Labeling is as important as the sketch.

•  Previous Year Papers: Analyzing the last five years of BSE Odisha GSC papers helps identify recurring 

themes, such as the 'Importance of Hormones' or 'Mendel's Laws'.

•  Concept Mapping: Create flowcharts for the flow of blood through the heart or the stages of the nitrogen cycle.

The study of Life Science in the 10th standard serves as the gateway to understanding the complexity of the

natural world. By mastering the BSE Odisha syllabus, students equip themselves with the analytical tools

necessary to understand their own bodies and the environment they inhabit. The transition from the 2023-24

syllabus toward future curriculum updates continues to emphasize scientific literacy and practical application. As

the Board of Secondary Education evolves its assessment patterns, the core biological principles remain constant,

requiring a dedicated and systematic approach to learning. Whether through official textbooks or supplementary

guides like Santra, the goal remains the same: a deep, technical, and appreciative understanding of the science of

life.
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•  Mastering 2007 AP Chemistry Standards: A Comprehensive Technical Analysis of Scoring Guidelines 
and Chemical Principles
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