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The study of art history within the modern academic landscape requires a balance between comprehensive 

chronological coverage and manageable, modular instructional materials. Art History Portables Book 6 (5th 

Edition), authored by Marilyn Stokstad and Michael W. Cothren, represents a specific pedagogical strategy 

designed to provide in-depth focus on the 18th century through the 21st century. Published by Pearson in 2013, this 

volume (ISBN-13: 9780205877560) serves as a specialized segment of a larger survey, allowing students and

scholars to engage deeply with the complexities of Modernism, Post-Modernism, and the contemporary era without

the physical or cognitive burden of a full-scale survey text.

The Theoretical Framework of the Stokstad-Cothren Pedagogy

The 5th Edition of the Art History Portables series is grounded in a specific educational philosophy: that art history 

should be inclusive, globally oriented, and accessible. Unlike traditional texts that may lean heavily on formalist 

analysis, the Stokstad-Cothren approach integrates contextual analysis with formal visual literacy. This dual-

pronged strategy ensures that students do not merely identify styles but understand the socio-political, economic,

and technological drivers behind artistic evolution.

Visual Literacy as a Core Mechanic

In the context of Book 6, visual literacy is treated as a technical skill. The text guides the reader through the

process of decoding visual information. This involves a systematic breakdown of the following components:

•  Line and Shape: How 18th-century Neoclassicism used rigid lines to convey order versus the fluid, emotional 

lines of 19th-century Romanticism.

•  Color Theory: The transition from the localized color of the academies to the optical mixing and emotive use 

of color found in Impressionism and Fauvism.

•  Space and Mass: The shift from the three-dimensional illusions of the Renaissance tradition to the flattening 

of the picture plane in Cubism and Modernist abstraction.

Global Contextualism

A hallmark of the 5th Edition is its commitment to a global narrative. While Book 6 focuses heavily on the Western

trajectory from the 18th to the 21st century, it frequently intersections with global perspectives, acknowledging the

impact of colonialism, trade, and cross-cultural exchange on artistic production. This technical framework prevents

the narrative from becoming a vacuum of Western exceptionalism, instead presenting art as a global dialogue.

Technical Specifications and Structural Breakdown

From a technical publishing perspective, Art History Portables Book 6is engineered for specific use cases. Below

is a breakdown of the physical and digital attributes that define this edition.
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The Portables Concept vs. The Full Survey

The "Portable" format is a response to the logistical challenges of the standard 1,200+ page survey text. By 

breaking the content into six distinct books, Pearson allows for a modular curriculum. Book 6specifically targets

the latter half of the traditional Art History II survey. This modularity is particularly beneficial for courses that focus

exclusively on modern and contemporary art, as it provides the necessary depth without requiring the purchase of

irrelevant content from earlier eras.

Chronological Analysis: 18th to 21st Century

The content of Book 6 is organized chronologically, yet it maintains a thematic coherence. The text navigates the

turbulent transitions between major artistic movements with a focus on how art reflects the "Spirit of the

Age" (Zeitgeist).

1. The 18th Century: Enlightenment and Revolution

The book begins by exploring the Rococo period, characterized by its ornate, lighthearted, and decorative nature, 

often associated with the French aristocracy. However, the technical analysis quickly shifts to the Neoclassical 

reaction. Neoclassicism, fueled by the Enlightenment and the discovery of Pompeii, emphasized moral gravity, 

classical themes, and linear precision. Stokstad and Cothren use works like Jacques-Louis David's Oath of the 

Horatiito demonstrate how art became a tool for political propaganda and social reform during the French

Revolution.

2. The 19th Century: The Rise of Modernity

This section covers the explosive shift from Romanticism—which prioritized individual emotion and the sublime—

to Realism, which sought to depict the unvarnished truth of everyday life. A critical technical pivot in the text is the 

discussion of Impressionism. The authors detail the scientific advancements in optics and the invention of tube 

paints (en plein airpainting) that allowed artists like Monet to capture fleeting atmospheric effects. This period

marks the beginning of the "Avant-Garde," a concept the text defines as the front line of artistic innovation that

challenges established norms.



3. The 20th Century: Fragmentation and Abstraction

The 20th-century chapters are perhaps the most technically dense. The text analyzes the breakdown of traditional

representation through movements such as:

•  Fauvism: The liberation of color from its descriptive function.

•  Cubism: The analytical deconstruction of objects into geometric forms and multiple viewpoints.

•  Surrealism: The exploration of the subconscious mind and dream imagery, influenced by Freudian 

psychoanalysis.

•  Abstract Expressionism: The shift toward the gesture of painting itself as the subject matter, epitomized by 

Jackson Pollock's drip technique.

4. The 21st Century: Globalism and Digital Media

The final sections of Book 6 address art in the age of globalization. The text examines how contemporary artists 

utilize new media, installation art, and performance to address issues of identity, environment, and social justice. 

This section is vital for understanding the post-medium condition, where the conceptual intent often supersedes

the physical material of the artwork.

Methodological Approach: How to Use This Text

To maximize the educational value of Art History Portables Book 6, a systematic approach to each chapter is

recommended. The authors have included several pedagogical features that function as "technical tools" for the

student.

Comparative Matrix for Student Analysis

The following table illustrates the workflow a student should adopt when analyzing an artwork based on the

Stokstad/Cothren methodology found in the 5th edition.



Analysis Stage Technical Objective Questions to Ask

Observation Primary Data Collection What is the medium, scale, and 
physical condition?

Formal Analysis Structural Breakdown How do the elements (line, color, 
shape) create a composition?

Contextual Research Historical Integration What were the prevailing social or 
political conditions at the time?

Interpretation Meaning Synthesis What does the work communicate to 
its original and modern audience?

Practical Implementation: Classroom and Professional Use

For educators, Art History Portables Book 6 offers a streamlined integration into syllabi focusing on Modern Art. 

The inclusion of MyLab Artsprovides a digital ecosystem where students can access high-resolution images,

interactive maps, and self-assessment tools. This digital layer is crucial for modern pedagogy, where visual clarity is

paramount.

Step-by-Step Integration Guide

1.  Identify Learning Objectives: Align the chapters of Book 6 with the specific movements (e.g., Post-

Impressionism to Pop Art) covered in the course module.

2.  Utilize the 'Closer Look' Features: The text includes detailed breakdowns of specific masterpieces. Use these 

as the basis for classroom discussions or technical essays.

3.  Leverage MyLab Arts: Assign the interactive eText features to ensure students are engaging with the images 

at a high level of zoom, allowing for the study of brushwork and texture.

4.  Assess via Contextual Essay: Encourage students to write comparative analyses between different 

movements, such as the transition from the order of Neoclassicism to the chaos of Romanticism.

Case Studies: Technical Challenges in Modern Art Interpretation

Interpretative challenges are common when dealing with 18th to 21st-century art. Book 6addresses these through

specific case studies that clarify often-misunderstood concepts.

The Challenge of Non-Objective Abstraction

Many students struggle with the value of non-objective art (art that does not represent specific objects). The text 

addresses this by analyzing the theoretical manifestosof artists like Piet Mondrian and Kazimir Malevich. By

reading the artists' own technical goals—such as Mondrian's quest for "universal beauty" through primary colors

and straight lines—students can move past the "my child could do that" fallacy and appreciate the rigorous

intellectual framework of abstraction.

The Shift to Post-Modernism

Another common hurdle is the transition from Modernism to Post-Modernism. The text explains this through the 

lens of irony and appropriation. By examining works that reference other artworks (intertextuality), the book

provides a technical roadmap for understanding why 21st-century art often feels self-referential and skeptical of

"grand narratives."



Synthesis of Artistic Evolution

The progression of art from the 18th to the 21st century is marked by an increasing acceleration of style and a 

broadening of the definition of "art." Art History Portables Book 6serves as a critical guide through this

acceleration. It documents the move from the service of the church and state to the service of individual

expression, and finally to the service of global social critique. The 5th Edition's emphasis on clarity, high-quality

visual reproductions, and structured analysis makes it an indispensable tool for anyone seeking to master the

complexities of the modern era.

In summary, the technical value of the 9780205877560edition lies in its ability to condense four centuries of radical

change into a portable, academically rigorous format. Whether used in a formal university setting or for

independent study, it provides the visual and intellectual vocabulary necessary to decode the modern world. By

focusing on the intersections of technique, history, and culture, Stokstad and Cothren ensure that the reader does

not just see art but understands the fundamental mechanics of why it was created and why it continues to matter in

the 21st century.
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