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The study of Biblical Theology (BT) represents a specialized discipline within the broader field of theological inquiry,

distinct from Systematic Theology in its methodological focus on the historical development and organic

progression of divine revelation. Unlike Systematic Theology, which organizes truths into topical categories (such

as Christology, Pneumatology, or Eschatology), Biblical Theology seeks to understand the self-revelation of God as

it was progressively unfolded throughout the history of Israel and recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures. This analytical

framework is essential for scholars, pastors, and students who aim to grasp the internal coherence of the Old

Testament (OT) and its foundational role in the construction of New Testament (NT) theology.

Defining the Theoretical Framework of Biblical Theology

To engage with the works of scholars like Roy B. Zuck, Eugene H. Merrill, and Darrell L. Bock, one must first 

understand the underlying theoretical framework of Biblical Theology. At its core, the discipline is concerned with 

Progressive Revelation. This principle posits that God did not reveal His entire character or plan for humanity in a

single instance; rather, He communicated truth incrementally, moving from shadow to substance, and from promise

to fulfillment.

The technical execution of Biblical Theology involves two primary vectors of analysis: the diachronic (tracking a 

theme across time through different historical periods) and the synchronic(analyzing a theme within a specific

book or a specific historical moment). For instance, an analysis of the concept of 'Atonement' requires a diachronic

study starting from the Garden of Eden, through the Levitical sacrificial system, and into the prophetic expectations

of the Suffering Servant.

The Role of Dallas Theological Seminary (DTS) Scholarship

Much of the seminal literature on this topic, particularly the works edited by Roy B. Zuck, originates from the 

academic tradition of Dallas Theological Seminary. This tradition is characterized by a literal-grammatical-

historical hermeneutic and a commitment to dispensationalism(though often in its progressive or revised

forms). In this context, the Old Testament is not merely a precursor to the New Testament but is a self-contained

revelation that establishes the sovereign rule of God, the necessity of the Covenant, and the unfolding of the

Kingdom program.

The Technical Architecture of Old Testament Revelation

The Old Testament is not a monolithic text but a collection of diverse genres—Law (Torah), Prophets (Nevi'im), and 

Writings (Ketuvim). Each segment contributes a specific theological layer to the overall structure. To perform a 

rigorous Biblical-Theological analysis, scholars utilize several theological loci or 'centers.'

1. The Covenantal Framework

The covenants serve as the skeletal structure of Old Testament theology. They provide the legal and relational

basis for God’s interaction with humanity. A technical breakdown of these covenants includes:



•  The Noahic Covenant: Universal in scope, establishing the preservation of the natural order.

•  The Abrahamic Covenant: The foundational elective covenant, promising land, seed, and blessing. This is 

often viewed as the 'charter' for the rest of the biblical narrative.

•  The Mosaic (Sinaitic) Covenant: A conditional, suzerain-vassal treaty that defined the holiness required of 

Israel.

•  The Davidic Covenant: Establishing the messianic lineage and the eternal nature of the kingdom.

•  The New Covenant: Prophesied in Jeremiah and Ezekiel, focusing on internal transformation and the 

universal knowledge of God.

2. The Kingdom of God and Divine Sovereignty

Another dominant theme is the Theocratic Kingdom. From a technical standpoint, this involves the analysis of

God as the Great King (Suzerain) over His people. This theme explores the tension between the 'Already' and the

'Not Yet'—where God's rule is established in principle but awaits final consummation in the eschatological future.

Comparison of Methodological Approaches

Different scholars approach the theology of the Old Testament with varying lenses. The following table compares

the evangelical/DTS approach (represented by Zuck/Merrill) with other prominent biblical-theological methodologies.



Feature/Methodology Dispensation-Historical 
(Zuck/Merrill)

Redemptive-Historical 
(Vos/Ridderbos)

Canonical Approach 
(Brevard Childs)

Primary Focus Literal fulfillment of 
promises within historical 
dispensations.

The organic growth of the 
'seed' of the gospel toward 
Christ.

The final form of the text as 
received by the believing 
community.

Hermeneutic Literal-Grammatical-
Historical.

Typological and 
Christocentric.

Literary and Theological.

Unity of Testaments Distinction between Israel 
and the Church; continuity 
in the character of God.

Strong continuity centered 
on the Covenant of Grace.

The OT as the primary 
subtext for the NT.

Key Metric Historical progress of the 
Kingdom.

History of Redemption 
(Heilsgeschichte).

Canonical function and 
authority.

Core Mechanics: Conducting an Inductive Biblical-Theological Study

For a technical writer or theologian, the process of extracting theology from the Old Testament must follow a 

reproducible, objective methodology. The following Step-by-Step Workflow is recommended:

1.  Exegesis: Perform a detailed analysis of the original Hebrew text. Identify the lexical meaning, syntactical 

structures, and literary context of a specific passage.

2.  Contextualization: Situate the passage within its specific historical era (e.g., Patriarchal, Monarchic, Exilic). 

This prevents 'anachronistic reading'—reading later theological developments back into earlier texts.

3.  Thematic Isolation: Identify the dominant theological themes present in the text (e.g., the holiness of God, 

human depravity, the necessity of sacrifice).

4.  Canonical Correlation: Trace these themes forward and backward through the Old Testament. How does this 

passage build upon the Torah? How do the Prophets expand upon it?

5.  NT Integration: Finally, observe how the New Testament authors utilize, quote, or fulfill the theology 

established in the Old Testament passage.

Case Study: The Theology of Sacrifice in Leviticus vs. The Prophets

A common challenge in Old Testament theology is the perceived tension between the ritualistic requirements of the 

Law and the 'anti-ritual' statements of the Prophets (e.g., Amos 5:21-24 or Micah 6:6-8). A technical analysis 

resolves this through the Unity of Covenantal Obedience.

The Problem: Does God reject His own sacrificial system in the Prophets?

The Technical Solution:By applying a biblical-theological lens, we see that the Prophets are not rejecting the

*system* of sacrifice but the *divorce* of ritual from ethical righteousness. The theology of the OT maintains that

the 'cultic' (sacrificial) and the 'ethical' (moral) are two sides of the same covenantal coin. Sacrifices were never

intended to be mechanical 'ex opere operato' (working by the act itself) but were expressions of an internal heart-

posture toward the Suzerain God.

Mathematical and Structural Models of Progressive Revelation

While theology is often viewed as purely qualitative, it can be modeled structurally. Consider the Expanding 

Concentric Circles Model of revelation:



•  The Core (Nucleus): The protoevangelium (Genesis 3:15)—the promise of the crushing of the serpent.

•  The First Ring: The Abrahamic promise (Land, Seed, Blessing).

•  The Second Ring: The Mosaic Law (The terms of the relationship).

•  The Third Ring: The Davidic Kingdom (The administrative structure).

•  The Outermost Ring: The New Covenant (The internal fulfillment and global expansion).

Each ring does not replace the previous one but encompasses and expands it. This model helps visualize how the 

theology of Roy B. Zuck emphasizes the integrity of each historical stagewhile acknowledging the forward

momentum toward the advent of the Messiah.

Field Guide: Tools for Advanced Biblical-Theological Research

To master this discipline, the following technical resources and analytical tools are indispensable:

•  Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (TWOT): Essential for lexical analysis of theological terms (e.g., 

hesed, berit, qadosh).

•  Cross-Reference Matrices: Utilizing tools like the Treasury of Scripture Knowledge to identify internal 

canonical echoes.

•  Intertextual Mapping: Analyzing how later OT writers quote earlier OT texts (e.g., how the Psalms use the 

Exodus narrative to construct a theology of deliverance).

Common Pitfalls and Troubleshooting in OT Theology

Researchers often encounter several recurring errors during their analysis. Recognizing these failure modes is

critical for maintaining academic rigor.

•  Allegorization: Reading excessive symbolic meaning into historical narratives where a literal-historical 

meaning was intended.

•  Marcionite Tendencies: Creating a dichotomy between the 'God of the Old Testament' (viewed as wrathful) 

and the 'God of the New Testament' (viewed as loving), failing to see the theological continuity of God's character.

•  Over-Systematization: Forcing Old Testament texts into a pre-conceived systematic framework (like the Five 

Points of Calvinism or Arminianism) rather than letting the text's own historical and literary categories speak.

•  Flattening the Text: Ignoring the chronological gaps and the development of ideas, treating a verse from 

Genesis as having the exact same clarity as a verse from Malachi regarding the Messiah.

Synthesizing the Discipline: The Unity of Old Testament Theology

The vast complexity of the Old Testament requires a discipline like Biblical Theology to act as a bridge between the

ancient text and modern application. Scholars like Roy B. Zuck have demonstrated that when we approach the Old

Testament not as a collection of disjointed stories, but as a sophisticated, unfolding drama of divine intervention,

the logic of the entire Bible becomes clear. The 'Biblical Theology of the Old Testament' is effectively the study of

God's 'footprints' in history—a record of how He has consistently worked to reconcile a fallen creation to Himself

through covenant, law, and eventually, the incarnation.

The pursuit of this theology is not merely an academic exercise. It provides the necessary background for

understanding the work of Jesus Christ, who claimed that the 'Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms' all

spoke of Him (Luke 24:44). By mastering the technical workflows of exegesis and the structural frameworks of the

covenants, the student of the Bible can appreciate the profound depth and unwavering consistency of the Old

Testament's witness to the character and purposes of God. This scholarly endeavor ensures that the interpretation

of Scripture remains grounded in historical reality while reaching toward the heights of divine truth.
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