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The study of literature within the Caribbean secondary education system is anchored by foundational texts that 

bridge the gap between regional identity and global literary traditions. Among these, A World of Poetry for CXC, 

edited by Mark McWatt and Hazel Simmons-McDonald, stands as a definitive anthology. Designed specifically for

the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) and the Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate (CSEC) English B

syllabus, this text serves as more than a mere collection of verses; it is a pedagogical tool engineered to foster

critical thinking, cultural literacy, and aesthetic appreciation.

The Conceptual Framework of the Anthology

The architectural design of A World of Poetry is predicated on a dual-focus methodology. First, it aims to provide a 

representative sample of Caribbean poetic voices, ensuring that students see their own landscapes, dialects, and 

histories reflected in academic curricula. Second, it situates these regional works within the broader context of 

international literature, including canonical Western poets and contemporary voices from across the globe. This 

creates a comparative framework that is essential for the CSEC English B examination.

Editorial Objectives and Selection Criteria

The editors, Mark McWatt (a renowned poet and academic) and Hazel Simmons-McDonald (an expert in linguistics

and education), utilized specific criteria for selecting the entries in the Third Edition and its predecessors:

•  Thematic Relevance: Poems are chosen based on their alignment with universal themes such as childhood, 

nature, death, social injustice, and the search for identity.

•  Technical Diversity: The collection includes varied forms, from traditional sonnets and villanelles to free verse 

and Caribbean performance poetry (dub poetry).

•  Accessibility vs. Complexity: A balance is maintained between accessible narrative poems and complex, 

metaphorical works that challenge high-performing students.

Bibliographic Evolution: Comparing Editions

Since its initial publication by Heinemann in 1994, the text has undergone several revisions to keep pace with the 

evolving CXC syllabus. The transition to Hodder Educationmarked a significant shift in the layout and

supplementary materials provided within the text.



Feature 1994 Edition (Heinemann) 2005 New Edition 
(Hodder)

2017 Third Edition 
(Hodder)

Lead Editors Mark McWatt, Hazel 
Simmons-McDonald

Mark McWatt, Hazel 
Simmons-McDonald

Mark McWatt, Hazel 
Simmons-McDonald

Page Count Approx. 191 pages Approx. 200+ pages 224 pages

ISBN-13 9780435987992 9780435988012 9781510410985

Key Additions Initial Caribbean/World 
selection

Expanded notes and 
questions

Updated poem selection 
and eBook format

Target Exam CXC General Proficiency CSEC English B CSEC English B (Current)

Technical Analysis of Poetic Devices and Mechanics

For the technical writer or educator, understanding the mechanics of poetry within this anthology requires a

breakdown of the literary devices that the CSEC syllabus emphasizes. The text is specifically designed to facilitate

the identification and analysis of these elements.

1. Structural Mechanics: Stanza and Form

The anthology introduces students to the structural anatomy of poetry. This includes the analysis of:

•  Lineation: How line breaks influence the rhythm and emphasis of the poem.

•  Enjambment: The continuation of a sentence without a pause beyond the end of a line, often used to create a 

sense of movement or tension.

•  Caesura: A structural pause within a line, dictated by punctuation or natural speech rhythms.

2. Figurative Language and Imagery

A core component of the A World of Poetry pedagogical approach is the categorization of imagery. The text 

encourages students to look beyond simple metaphors and explore extended metaphors and conceits. Key

devices include:

•  Personification: Giving human characteristics to inanimate objects, frequently used in Caribbean nature 

poetry to animate the landscape.

•  Oxymoron and Paradox: Used to highlight the complexities of post-colonial identity and social conflict.

•  Onomatopoeia and Alliteration: Essential for oral performance and capturing the 'sound-sculpting' 

characteristic of West Indian verse.

Thematic Breakdown: A Systematic Approach

The anthology is often taught through Thematic Clusters. This method allows students to compare how different

poets approach the same subject matter, a requirement for the comparative essay in Paper 02 of the CSEC English

B exam.

Thematic Cluster: Nature and the Environment

In this cluster, poems often contrast the idealized 'pastoral' view of nature with the harsh reality of the tropical

environment or the degradation caused by industrialization. For instance, the juxtaposition of a Wordsworthian view

of nature with a Caribbean perspective on a hurricane provides a fertile ground for technical comparison.



Thematic Cluster: Social and Political Commentary

Many poems in the collection serve as sociopolitical documents. They address themes of poverty, racism, and 

the legacy of slavery. The technical analysis here focuses on Tone and Mood—how a poet uses irony or satire to

critique societal structures.

Procedural Guide: How to Analyze a Poem Using the Anthology

To achieve mastery of the content within A World of Poetry, students and educators should follow a standardized

analytical procedure. This ensures all technical requirements of the CSEC syllabus are met.

Step 1: Literal Comprehension (The 'What')

Before diving into deep analysis, the reader must establish the literal meaning. Who is the speaker? What is the

setting? What is the basic narrative or situation being described?

Step 2: Identifying the Devices (The 'How')

Scan the poem for technical devices. Quantitative Analysis can be useful here: count the frequency of specific 

sounds (assonance) or the regularity of the meter (iambic pentameter). Note the use of Visual Imagery, Olfactory 

Imagery, and Auditory Imagery.

Step 3: Evaluating the Significance (The 'Why')

This is the most critical step for high-level scoring. It is not enough to say "the poet uses a metaphor." One must 

explain how the metaphor enhances the theme. For example, if a poet compares the sun to a 'glowing coal,' how

does that specific image contribute to the overall mood of oppression or heat?

Mathematical Models in Poetic Scansion

While poetry is an art, its rhythm can be analyzed through quasi-mathematical models. Scansion involves marking 

the stressed (/) and unstressed (x) syllables. This is particularly relevant when discussing the meterof the poems

in the anthology.



Metric Foot Pattern Description

Iambic x / Unstressed followed by Stressed 
(common in English verse)

Trochaic / x Stressed followed by Unstressed 
(creates a falling rhythm)

Anapestic x x / Two unstressed followed by one 
stressed (galloping rhythm)

Dactylic / x x One stressed followed by two 
unstressed

By applying these models, students can technically justify their assertions about a poem's 'pacing' or 'musicality,'

moving beyond subjective impressions to objective analysis.

The Role of Supplementary Material in the Third Edition

The Third Edition (2017) of A World of Poetry introduced significant pedagogical enhancements. These include 

Questions for Discussion and Notes on Each Poem. From a technical writing perspective, these sections

function as a 'Field Guide,' providing the necessary metadata for each literary work.

•  Biographical Context: Understanding the author's background (e.g., Derek Walcott vs. Grace Nichols) 

provides essential context for interpreting the work.

•  Glossaries: The inclusion of definitions for archaic terms or regional dialect (Patwa/Creole) ensures the text 

remains accessible to a global audience while preserving local nuance.

•  Comparative Prompts: These prompts model the types of questions found in the CSEC examination, directing 

students to link poems via shared devices or themes.

Case Study: Analyzing 'Comparison' in the CSEC Exam

A common challenge for students is the comparative essay. Using A World of Poetry, let us examine a hypothetical

comparison between two poems on the theme of 'Death.'

Failure Mode A: Sequential Summaries

Students often write an essay about Poem 1 and then an essay about Poem 2. This lacks synthesis. The technical 

solution is the Point-by-Point Method.

The Technical Solution: The Synthesis Matrix

Teachers should encourage students to create a matrix before writing:



Element of Comparison Poem A (e.g., 'Because I could not 
stop for Death')

Poem B (e.g., 'Death Be Not Proud')

Persona of Death A gentleman caller/carriage driver. A powerless slave to fate and kings.

Tone Calm, accepting, inevitable. Defiant, mocking, confrontational.

Imagery The setting sun, the children playing. Poppies, charms, sleep.

Conclusion Transition to eternity. The 'death of Death' itself.

By using this matrix, the student can write a synthesis-driven essay: "While both Dickinson and Donne personify

death, Dickinson utilizes the image of a civil carriage driver to evoke a sense of inevitability, whereas Donne

employs a defiant tone to strip death of its perceived power."

Integration into the 2-Year CSEC Syllabus

For educational administrators and department heads, the implementation of A World of Poetry must be strategic. 

A suggested Technical Workflow for the 2-year cycle is as follows:

Year 1: Foundation Building

1.  Term 1: Introduction to the Elements of Poetry (Imagery, Diction, Tone). Selection of 5 narrative poems for 

basic analysis.

2.  Term 2: Focus on Caribbean Identity. Analysis of poems utilizing local dialect and addressing colonial history.

3.  Term 3: Introduction to Structure. Detailed study of sonnets and fixed forms within the anthology.

Year 2: Advanced Analysis and Exam Preparation

1.  Term 1: Thematic Clustering. Grouping the 15-20 required poems for the syllabus into thematic pairs.

2.  Term 2: Comparative Essay Drafting. Utilizing the synthesis matrix to produce high-level responses.

3.  Term 3: Review and Mock Examinations. Focus on timing and decoding complex exam prompts.

Operational Challenges and Solutions in Teaching Poetry

Even with a high-quality text like A World of Poetry, certain operational challenges arise in the classroom or during

self-study.

Challenge 1: Deciphering Non-Standard English

Problem: Students may struggle with poems written in heavy dialect or those that use highly archaic language 

from the 18th century.Solution:Use the provided editorial notes to create a 'translation bridge.' Encourage

students to perform the poems orally to hear the rhythmic patterns that make the dialect intelligible.

Challenge 2: Abstract Metaphorical Interpretation

Problem: Students often take metaphors literally, missing the underlying symbolic meaning.Solution: 

Implementation of Concept Mapping. Draw the literal image on one side of a board and the abstract concept on

the other, then have students draw lines connecting specific attributes (e.g., 'Fire' = heat, destruction, passion, light).

The Broader Implications of 'A World of Poetry'

The continued relevance of A World of Poetry by McWatt and Simmons-McDonald lies in its ability to adapt to the 



changing landscape of Caribbean education while maintaining rigorous academic standards. As the CSEC syllabus 

evolves, the anthology remains a cornerstone because it does not merely teach poems—it teaches how to see the 

world through a poetic lens.

By providing a structured environment where the regional meets the global, the text equips students with the 

analytical tools necessary for success in higher education and professional life. The skills of close reading, critical 

synthesis, and empathetic engagement with diverse perspectives are universal competencies. In this sense, A 

World of Poetryis not just a textbook; it is a gateway to the complex, multi-layered discourse of human experience.

The meticulous curation by McWatt and Simmons-McDonald ensures that the anthology remains a vibrant,

essential resource for the next generation of Caribbean scholars and global citizens.
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