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In the landscape of 20th-century musicology, few regions offer as much sonic complexity and historical weight as 

West Germany between 1968 and 1979. This era, often colloquially and sometimes controversially termed 

"Krautrock," represents a radical departure from the Anglo-American blues-rock tradition. Central to the 

preservation and systematic categorization of this movement is the seminal work The Crack in the Cosmic Egg.

Authored by Steve and Alan Freeman, this encyclopedia serves as the definitive technical and historical record of

Kosmische Musik, progressive, experimental, and electronic musics from Germany. This article provides an in-

depth analysis of the encyclopedia’s scope, the technical underpinnings of the music it documents, and the

methodologies used to archive one of the most prolific avant-garde movements in history.

The Theoretical Framework of Kosmische Musik

To understand the importance of The Crack in the Cosmic Egg, one must first grasp the theoretical framework of

the music it archives. The term "Kosmische Musik" (Cosmic Music) was not merely a marketing label but a

philosophical shift. Following the devastation of World War II, German youth sought a new cultural identity that was

untainted by the past and distinct from the dominant American rock and roll influence.

The core mechanics of this movement involved a rejection of the standard verse-chorus-verse structure in favor of 

linear progression and atonal experimentation. This manifested in several key technical developments:

•  Motorik Beat: A steady, 4/4 rhythmic pulse characterized by its repetitive, driving nature, avoiding the 

syncopation of jazz or the "swing" of traditional rock.

•  Additive Synthesis: The early adoption of modular synthesizers (such as the Moog and EMS VCS3) to create 

textures rather than just melodies.

•  Tape Manipulation: Using the studio as an instrument, influenced by the Musique Concrète movement and the 

works of Karlheinz Stockhausen.

Structural Analysis of the Encyclopedia

The Freeman brothers, through their publication Audion, spent decades compiling what would become the most 

comprehensive database of German experimental music. The Crack in the Cosmic Eggis structured to handle a

massive volume of metadata, covering over 2,000 bands and solo artists. The technical organization of the

resource allows researchers to track the evolution of the genre across various German cities, such as Berlin,

Cologne, and Munich.

Editions and Formats

The encyclopedia has evolved through several iterations, each expanding the depth of the data provided. The

transition from print to digital formats allowed for a more robust cross-referencing system. Below is a comparison of

the primary editions and their features.



Edition / Format Key Features Focus Area Archival Depth

Original Print (1996) Comprehensive A-Z text, 
discographies

Core Krautrock &amp; Prog High (Historical baseline)

DVD-ROM Edition (2020) Digital database, 1000+ 
images, audio clips

Expanded Experimental 
&amp; Electronic

Very High (Metadata-rich)

Audion Scrapbook Curation of magazine 
articles (Issues 1-58)

Historical context &amp; 
Interviews

Moderate (Narrative-
focused)

Digital Downloads Searchable PDFs and 
database files

Quick reference Moderate

Technical Analysis: The 'Motorik' Rhythm and Sonic Engineering

One of the most significant contributions of the artists documented in The Crack in the Cosmic Egg is the invention 

of the Motorikbeat. Technically termed the "monotonous 4/4," it was pioneered by drummers like Klaus Dinger

(Neu!) and Jaki Liebezeit (Can). Unlike the polyrhythmic approach of Western rock, Motorik focuses on a rigid,

forward-propelling momentum.

Mathematical Representation of Motorik

The Motorik rhythm can be analyzed as a sequence of steady eighth notes on the hi-hat, a snare hit on the 2 and

4, and a kick drum that emphasizes the "one" but maintains a constant pulse. Mathematically, it minimizes variance

in velocity and timing to achieve a "machine-like" yet organic feel. This served as the precursor to modern

electronic dance music (EDM) and techno.

The Role of the Producer: Conny Plank

The encyclopedia highlights the critical role of sound engineers, most notably Conny Plank. Plank’s technical

workflow involved:

1.  Multitrack Layering: Using early 16-track recorders to layer repetitive patterns, creating a dense "wall of 

sound" that predated digital looping.

2.  Custom Hardware: Plank often modified his mixing consoles to achieve specific distortion characteristics that 

became synonymous with the Kraftwerk and Neu! sound.

3.  Environmental Acoustics: Recording in non-traditional spaces to capture unique natural reverbs, a technique 

heavily documented in the histories of bands like Faust.

Comparison of German Experimental Schools

The data within The Crack in the Cosmic Eggallows for a comparative analysis of the various "schools" or regional

scenes that emerged in West Germany. These scenes were often defined by their proximity to specific studios or

universities.



School / Scene Primary Artists Technical Characteristics Equipment Focus

Berlin School Tangerine Dream, Klaus 
Schulze

Long-form sequencing, 
arpeggios

Moog Modular, ARP 2600

Düsseldorf Scene Kraftwerk, Neu!, La 
Düsseldorf

Clean lines, Motorik, proto-
pop

Custom vocoders, Kling 
Klang tools

Cologne Scene Can, PDU Jazz-fusion, world music 
rhythms

2-track editing, Holger 
Czukay's tapes

Munich/Amon Düül Amon Düül II, Popol Vuh Psychedelic, communal, 
ritualistic

Fuzz pedals, organs, sitars

Practical Implementation: Using the Encyclopedia for Research

For musicologists and collectors, The Crack in the Cosmic Eggis more than a book; it is an archival tool. To

effectively use this resource for identifying rare pressings or understanding band lineages, one should follow a

structured approach:

Step-by-Step Archival Procedure

•  Cross-Referencing Discographies: Use the encyclopedia to verify the authenticity of private pressings 

(Privatpressung). Many German bands in the 1970s released limited runs of 500 copies or fewer.

•  Tracing Personnel Flux: Krautrock was known for its fluid band memberships. The encyclopedia tracks 

musicians as they moved from obscure acts (e.g., The Spirits of Sound) to major pioneers (e.g., Kraftwerk or Neu!).

•  Genre Classification: Use the Freeman brothers' taxonomy to distinguish between "Hard Progressive," 

"Electronic," and "Experimental Avant-Garde," which helps in building thematic collections.

Case Study: The Evolution of Can

An excellent example of the depth provided in The Crack in the Cosmic Egg is the entry for the band Can. The

encyclopedia doesn’t just list their albums; it details their transition from academic avant-garde to "instant

composition."

Technical Workflow of 'Instant Composition':

1.  Uninterrupted Jamming: The band would record hours of improvisation at their Inner Space Studio.

2.  Tape Editing: Bassist Holger Czukay, a student of Stockhausen, would then use a razor blade to cut and 

splice the tapes, essentially "composing" the song after the recording was finished.

3.  Rhythmic Primacy: The focus was always on the "groove," which the encyclopedia identifies as a key 

differentiator between the Cologne scene and the more atmospheric Berlin School.

Troubleshooting Common Misconceptions

In the study of German experimental music, several common errors occur due to the broadness of the term 

"Krautrock." The Cosmic Egg provides clarity on these issues:

•  Error 1: Over-generalization. Many assume all Krautrock is electronic. The encyclopedia corrects this by 

documenting the heavy, riff-based progressive rock of bands like Jane or Birth Control.

•  Error 2: Geographic Scope. While focused on Germany, the encyclopedia also touches upon the influence of 



German sounds on neighboring Swiss and Austrian scenes, providing a holistic European view.

•  Error 3: Temporal Boundaries. It clarifies that the movement did not end in the 70s but evolved into the "Neue 

Deutsche Welle" (German New Wave) and industrial music.

The Digital Transformation: The DVD-ROM Era

With the release of the 2020 DVD-ROM edition (ISBN 978-1-5272-6834-0), the Cosmic Eggtransitioned into a high-

density information system. This version includes high-resolution scans of album covers, which are essential for

identifying bootlegs vs. original Brain, Ohr, or Pilz labels. The inclusion of audio samples further aids in the

technical categorization of sub-genres that are difficult to describe in text alone.

Summary of Archival Importance

The work of Steve and Alan Freeman represents a monumental achievement in music documentation. By 

meticulously cataloging the "cracks" in the traditional musical establishment, they have provided a roadmap for 

understanding how technology, politics, and art intersected in post-war Germany. The Crack in the Cosmic Egg

remains the gold standard for anyone seeking to explore the depths of the cosmic, the experimental, and the weird.

It is not merely a list of records but a technical manual for a revolution in sound that continues to influence

contemporary genres from ambient and post-rock to industrial and techno.

Ultimately, the significance of this resource lies in its ability to preserve the legacy of artists who operated outside

the commercial mainstream. Through detailed discographies, technical insights into studio production, and a clear-

eyed historical perspective, the Freemans have ensured that the "Cosmic Egg" remains uncracked for future

generations of listeners and scholars alike.
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