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In the Indonesian educational landscape, the Ijazah Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan (SMK) serves as more than 

just a certificate of completion; it is a vital legal instrument that validates a graduate's technical competencies and 

readiness for the global workforce. As a vocational-specific document, the Ijazah SMK carries distinct regulatory 

requirements compared to general high school diplomas. Understanding the intricacies of the Blangko Ijazah

(blank diploma forms), the legal basis for its issuance, and the technical protocols for its verification is essential for

school administrators, graduates, and human resource professionals alike.

The Regulatory Framework of Vocational Diplomas in Indonesia

The issuance of SMK diplomas is strictly governed by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and 

Technology (Kemendikbudristek). Specifically, the Badan Standar, Kurikulum, dan Asesmen Pendidikan 

(BSKAP)is the primary body responsible for determining the standards, formats, and technical guidelines (Juknis)

for diploma management. These regulations ensure uniformity and prevent forgery across thousands of vocational

institutions spanning the Indonesian archipelago.

Key regulatory pillars include the Peraturan Sekretaris Jenderal (Persesjen), which is updated annually to reflect

changes in curriculum (e.g., the transition from Kurikulum 2006 to Kurikulum 2013 and eventually to Kurikulum

Merdeka). These documents dictate everything from the dimensions of the paper to the specific chemical

composition of the security ink used in the printing process.

The Life Cycle of a Blangko Ijazah

The management of diploma forms follows a rigorous lifecycle designed to maintain document integrity. This cycle

involves several critical stages:

•  Procurement and Printing: The central government manages the printing of blank forms using security paper 

with watermarks and unique serial numbers (numerators).

•  Regional Distribution: Forms are distributed from the central ministry to Provincial Education Offices (Dinas 

Pendidikan Provinsi), which then allocate them to individual districts or directly to vocational schools.

•  Storage and Security: Schools are legally required to store unissued forms in fireproof environments with 

restricted access, as each blank form is considered a state document.

•  Issuance and Writing: The physical filling of the diploma (penulisan ijazah) must follow strict calligraphy and 

ink standards to ensure longevity and legibility.

•  Reporting and Archiving: Any unused, damaged, or miswritten forms must be documented and returned or 

destroyed according to official protocols (Berita Acara).

Anatomy and Technical Specifications of the Ijazah SMK

The Ijazah SMK is divided into two primary sections: the front page (Halaman Depan), which contains personal

identity and graduation statements, and the back page (Halaman Belakang), which lists the transcript of grades

and competency achievements. Understanding these components is crucial for verification.



Front Page Technical Details

The front of the diploma identifies the student and the institution. Key elements include:

•  Serial Number (Numerator): A unique alphanumeric code that indicates the level of education and the year of 

issuance. For SMK, this often starts with codes like "M-SMK."

•  Identity Data: Full name (matching the birth certificate), place and date of birth, and the National Student 

Identification Number (NISN).

•  Institutional Validation: The Name of the School, the School Identification Number (NPSN), and the signature 

of the Principal (Kepala Sekolah) with the official school seal.

Back Page and Competency Transcripts

Unlike general high schools, the SMK diploma back page is highly specialized. It includes the Daftar Nilai(Grade

List) which is categorized into:

1.  Muatan Nasional: General subjects like Religion, Pancasila Education, and Indonesian Language.

2.  Muatan Kewilayahan: Subjects like Physical Education and Arts.

3.  Muatan Peminatan Kejuruan: This is the core of the SMK diploma, detailing Basic Vocational Skills, Program-

Specific Skills, and the results of the Uji Kompetensi Keahlian (UKK) or Vocational Competency Exam.

Comparison of SMK Diploma Programs (3-Year vs. 4-Year)

Indonesia offers two distinct vocational tracks: the standard 3-year program and the advanced 4-year program

(often referred to as SMK Plus or Diploma 1 equivalent). The blank forms for these programs differ significantly in

their coding and transcript requirements.



Feature SMK 3-Year Program SMK 4-Year Program

Duration of Study 6 Semesters 8 Semesters

Document Code Typically prefixed with DN/M-
SMK/06/...

Typically prefixed with DN/M-
SMK/13/...

Competency Level KKNI Level 2 KKNI Level 3

Industrial Internship 3 to 6 Months 6 to 12 Months

Curriculum Focus Technical proficiency and job 
readiness.

Advanced technical skills and 
management basics.

Procedures for Handling Lost or Damaged Diplomas

A common technical challenge for graduates is the loss or destruction of the original Ijazah due to force majeure 

(fire, flood, or theft). Because a diploma cannot be reissued in its original form, the law provides a mechanism for 

the Surat Keterangan Pengganti Ijazah (SKPI).

Step-by-Step Recovery Protocol

1.  Police Report: The graduate must obtain a lost document report (Surat Keterangan Tanda Lapor Kehilangan) 

from the local police station.

2.  School Verification: The graduate visits the school of origin with the police report and a copy of the lost 

diploma (if available) or the graduation record from the school ledger (Buku Induk).

3.  Issuance of SKPI: The principal issues the SKPI on official letterhead, which includes a photograph of the 

owner and is cross-signed by the Head of the Provincial Education Office.

4.  Legalization: The document must be legalized (photocopy stamped) to be used for formal job applications or 

further education.

Technical Guidelines for Filling Out the Blangko Ijazah

The physical act of filling out the diploma is a high-stakes task for school administrators. Errors in writing can

invalidate the document, requiring a complex replacement process. The following table outlines the technical

standards for penmanship on the diploma:



Element Technical Requirement Standardization Reason

Ink Type Black, waterproof, permanent pigment 
ink.

To prevent fading and chemical 
erasure.

Handwriting Capital letters (Block letters), neat 
and consistent.

To ensure legibility for OCR and 
digital scanning.

Data Accuracy Must match the birth certificate (Akte 
Kelahiran).

To maintain legal synchronization 
across state IDs.

Erasures Strictly prohibited (no Correction Fluid/
Tip-Ex).

Erasures indicate potential document 
tampering.

Common Errors and Solutions in Diploma Administration

Despite strict guidelines, errors frequently occur during the peak graduation season. Typical issues include:

•  Incorrect NISN: If a student's national ID is wrong, it can cause failures in the SIVIL (Sistem Verifikasi Ijazah 

Elektronik) system. Solution: The school must update the data in the DAPODIK (Data Pokok Pendidikan) system 

before issuing a correction letter.

•  Misalignment of Stamp: The school seal must touch the graduate's photograph but not cover the face. 

Solution: Adhere to the "left-thumbprint-overlapping-photo" rule as per the latest Juknis.

•  Wrong Graduation Date: The date must match the official announcement of graduation (Pengumuman 

Kelulusan) determined by the government, not the date of the ceremony.

Verifying Ijazah Authenticity: Physical and Digital Methods

In an era of sophisticated forgery, verification is critical. There are two primary methods to verify an SMK diploma's

validity.

1. Physical Security Features

Genuine diplomas use specific security markers:

•  Watermarks: When held to the light, the paper should reveal the "Garuda" emblem or specific ministry 

patterns.

•  Invisible Ink: Certain elements are only visible under Ultraviolet (UV) light.

•  Microtext: Extremely small text that appears as a solid line to the naked eye but is readable under 

magnification.

•  Paper Texture: The paper has a unique weight (grammage) and feel compared to standard photocopy paper.

2. Digital Verification (SIVIL & DHUN)

The most reliable way to verify a diploma is through the official government databases:

•  SIVIL (Sistem Verifikasi Ijazah Elektronik): A public-facing portal where users can enter the diploma number 

to verify the student's status.

•  Data Hubungan Umum Nasional (DHUN): A backend database used by universities and government 

agencies to cross-reference graduation data.

Strategic Implications for Vocational Graduates

The Ijazah SMK is the primary key for the Link and Match program, which connects vocational education with 



industrial needs. For graduates, the diploma represents a "passport" to the industrial sector. However, the value of 

the diploma is significantly enhanced when accompanied by a Sertifikat Kompetensi (Competency Certificate) 

issued by a Lembaga Sertifikasi Profesi (LSP). While the Ijazah proves educational completion, the competency

certificate proves specific skill mastery recognized by industry associations.

Future-Proofing the SMK Diploma

As Indonesia moves towards the Golden Indonesia 2045vision, the digitalization of the Ijazah is inevitable. We

are seeing the early stages of digital signatures and QR-coded diplomas. These innovations aim to reduce

administrative friction and eliminate the possibility of diploma fraud entirely. For now, the physical Blangko Ijazah

remains the gold standard, requiring meticulous handling and precise administration to uphold the integrity of the

vocational education system.

Ensuring that every graduate receives an accurate, legally sound, and verifiable diploma is a collective

responsibility. Schools must adhere strictly to the annual Juknis, while students must proactively check their data in

the national databases long before graduation day. By maintaining these rigorous standards, the SMK diploma

continues to be a trusted symbol of Indonesia's technical workforce capability.
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