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In the contemporary landscape of electrical and electronic engineering, the ability to accurately predict circuit 

behavior before physical prototyping is not merely an advantage—it is a necessity. PSpice (Personal Simulation 

Program with Integrated Circuit Emphasis), specifically when integrated within the OrCAD design suite, serves as 

the industry-standard tool for this purpose. Derived from the original SPICE (Simulation Program with Integrated 

Circuit Emphasis) developed at the University of California, Berkeley, PSpice has evolved into a sophisticated 

engine capable of performing complex DC, AC, and transient analyses on both analog and mixed-signal circuits. 

This guide explores the technical depth of PSpice as presented in foundational texts like those by Muhammad H. 

Rashid, providing a rigorous framework for understanding circuit simulation, device modeling, and the

mathematical underpinnings of electronic design automation.

The Theoretical Framework of PSpice and the OrCAD Ecosystem

PSpice operates by translating a schematic or a textual netlist into a series of mathematical equations that 

represent the physical laws governing electrical circuits, primarily Kirchhoff&rsquo;s Voltage Law (KVL) and 

Kirchhoff&rsquo;s Current Law (KCL). At its core, the software utilizes Nodal Analysis to solve for unknown 

voltages at various nodes. For circuits containing non-linear components such as diodes, Bipolar Junction 

Transistors (BJTs), and Metal-Oxide-Semiconductor Field-Effect Transistors (MOSFETs), PSpice employs iterative 

numerical methods, most notably the Newton-Raphson algorithm, to converge on a steady-state solution.

The Role of OrCAD Capture and PSpice A/D

The OrCAD environment is divided into several specialized modules. OrCAD Capture provides the schematic entry 

interface, where engineers place graphical symbols representing components. Each symbol is linked to a PSpice 

Model, which is a mathematical description of the component's electrical behavior. Once the schematic is 

complete, the software generates a Netlist—a structured text file that lists every component, its value, and the 

nodes to which it is connected. PSpice A/D then processes this netlist, performs the requested simulations, and 

displays the results in the Probe window, a high-performance graphical waveform analyzer.

Core Mechanics: Types of Circuit Analysis

Understanding the types of analysis available in PSpice is crucial for effective circuit validation. Each analysis

serves a specific diagnostic purpose in the design cycle.

1. Static DC Analysis (Bias Point)

The DC Bias Point analysis calculates the quiescent (Q-point) conditions of a circuit. During this simulation, PSpice 

treats capacitors as open circuits and inductors as short circuits. This is the fundamental starting point for all other 

simulations, as it establishes the operating region for active devices. The mathematical model involves solving a 

system of linear (or linearized) equations: [G][V] = [I], where [G] is the conductance matrix, [V] is the vector of

node voltages, and [I] is the vector of current sources.

2. DC Sweep Analysis



A DC Sweep allows the engineer to vary a specific parameter, such as a source voltage or a resistor value, over a

defined range. This is essential for generating IV curves for semiconductors or determining the transfer

characteristics of an amplifier. For example, by sweeping the gate-source voltage (Vgs) of a MOSFET, one can

visualize the transition from the cut-off region to the saturation region.

3. AC Sweep and Noise Analysis

AC Sweep is used to analyze the frequency response of a circuit. PSpice linearizes the circuit around the DC bias

point and then applies a small-signal sinusoidal input across a range of frequencies. This analysis is critical for

designing filters, oscillators, and high-frequency amplifiers. It provides magnitude and phase data (Bode plots),

allowing for the calculation of bandwidth, gain margin, and phase margin.

4. Transient Analysis

Transient analysis is perhaps the most computationally intensive mode, as it simulates the circuit's response over 

time. It is used to observe non-linear behavior, such as the switching of a power transistor or the charging of a 

capacitor. PSpice uses numerical integration methods—typically the Trapezoidal rule or Gear&rsquo;s method—

to solve the differential equations governing the circuit&rsquo;s time-domain behavior. The choice of the time step

(TSTEP) is critical: too large a step results in inaccuracy, while too small a step increases computation time

significantly.

Technical Comparison: PSpice vs. Other Simulation Environments

Selecting the right simulation tool depends on the complexity of the project and the required accuracy of the

models. The following table provides a comparison between PSpice (OrCAD) and other common simulation tools

like LTspice and NI Multisim.



Feature PSpice (OrCAD) LTspice (Analog Devices) NI Multisim

Target Audience Professional/Enterprise IC Design/Power 
Electronics

Education/Prototyping

Modeling Depth High (Advanced Level 3/
BSIM models)

High (Specialized for ADI 
parts)

Moderate

Schematic Complexity Capable of multi-page, 
complex PCBs

Primarily single-sheet 
focused

Intermediate

Optimization Tools Advanced (Sensitivity, 
Monte Carlo)

Limited command-line 
based

Built-in Wizards

Integration Full PCB Layout Integration Standalone Part of NI Ecosystem

Advanced Semiconductor Modeling in PSpice

As highlighted in Muhammad H. Rashid&rsquo;s Introduction to PSpice Using OrCAD, the accuracy of a simulation 

is only as good as the models used. Components are defined in Library Files (.LIB). A typical diode model might

look like this in the netlist syntax:

.MODEL D1N4148 D(Is=2.682n N=1.836 Rs=.5664 Ikf=44.17m Cjo=4p M=.3333 Vj=.5 ... )

In this string, Is represents the saturation current, N is the emission coefficient, and Cjo is the zero-bias junction 

capacitance. For power electronics, models must also include thermal characteristics and parasitic elements like 

ESR (Equivalent Series Resistance) and ESL (Equivalent Series Inductance)to capture high-frequency

switching transients that could lead to voltage spikes and component failure.

Practical Implementation: A Step-by-Step Workflow

To ensure a successful simulation that reflects real-world performance, engineers should follow a structured

methodology.

Step 1: Schematic Capture and Part Selection

Begin by placing components from the PSpice-compatible libraries. Not all OrCAD symbols have simulation 

models attached. Ensure that the parts chosen have the &quot;PSpice&quot; icon or are sourced from the 

\library\pspice directory. Connect the components using the wire tool, ensuring every circuit has at least one 0/

SOURCE (Ground)node. PSpice cannot solve a floating circuit; it requires a reference node to calculate potential

differences.

Step 2: Simulation Profile Configuration

Create a new Simulation Profile. This is where you define the type of analysis (DC, AC, Transient). For a transient

analysis, you must specify the &quot;Run to time&quot; and the &quot;Maximum step size.&quot; A common rule of

thumb for switching power supplies is to set the step size to 1/100th of the switching period.

Step 3: Placing Probes

Place voltage, current, or power probes on the schematic. Voltage probes are placed on wires (nodes), while 

current probes must be placed on component pins (representing the flow into or out of the device). PSpice also 



allows for Differential Voltage Probes to measure the potential between two non-grounded nodes.

Step 4: Executing and Post-Processing

Run the simulation. If errors occur, check the Session Log. Once successful, the Probe window will open. Use the 

Trace Expressionsto perform mathematical operations on the results. For instance, to calculate instantaneous

power dissipation in a transistor, you can add a trace for V(Collector) * I(Collector).

Mathematical Models and Convergence Issues

One of the most challenging aspects of using PSpice is managing Convergence Errors. This occurs when the

Newton-Raphson algorithm fails to find a solution within the specified number of iterations (ITL settings). Common

causes include:

•  Discontinuities in Models: Rapid changes in current or voltage that exceed the simulator's ability to interpolate.

•  Floating Nodes: Nodes with no DC path to ground.

•  Infinite Slopes: Ideal switches or components with zero resistance.

To resolve these, engineers can increase the GMIN (minimum conductance) or adjust the ABSTOL (absolute 

current tolerance) and VNTOL(node voltage tolerance) in the Simulation Settings. Adding small parasitic

resistances (e.g., 1m&Omega;) in series with ideal capacitors or inductors often aids convergence by preventing

infinite current spikes during transient events.

PSpice Command Syntax Reference

While the graphical interface is standard, understanding the underlying command syntax allows for advanced

automation and scripting. Below is a table of essential PSpice commands found in the netlist.



Command Function Example Syntax

.DC Defines a DC Sweep analysis .DC LIN V1 0 12 0.1

.AC Defines a Frequency response 
analysis

.AC DEC 10 1Hz 100MHz

.TRAN Defines a Time-domain analysis .TRAN 1ns 10us

.PARAM Defines a global parameter/variable .PARAM Rval=1k

.STEP Performs a parametric sweep of a 
variable

.STEP PARAM Rval 1k 10k 1k

.PROBE Saves simulation results for viewing .PROBE V(Node1) I(R1)

Case Study: Simulating a Buck Converter for Power Electronics

In power electronics design, PSpice is indispensable for analyzing switching efficiency. Consider a standard Buck 

Converter designed to step down 12V to 5V. Using Muhammad H. Rashid&rsquo;s methodology, we model the 

MOSFET not as a simple switch, but using its level 3 physical modelto account for gate charge and switching

times.

Simulation Objectives:

1.  Verify the output voltage ripple.

2.  Analyze the MOSFET switching losses.

3.  Ensure the inductor does not saturate during the startup transient.

By running a Transient Analysis, we can observe the inductor current ramp. If the current reaches a peak that

exceeds the core's saturation limit, the simulation (if using a non-linear inductor model) will show a sharp decrease

in inductance, leading to a catastrophic current spike. This allow engineers to resize components or adjust the

PWM frequency before any hardware is built, saving time and resources.

Troubleshooting Common Simulation Failures

Even experienced designers encounter simulation &quot;crashes.&quot; The following checklist provides a

systematic approach to troubleshooting:

•  Check Grounding: Ensure the &quot;0&quot; ground symbol is used. Other ground symbols in OrCAD may 

not be recognized as the global 0 node by the PSpice engine.

•  Check Model Assignments: Right-click a component and select &quot;Edit PSpice Model.&quot; If the editor 

is empty, the part is only a graphical symbol and cannot be simulated.

•  Time-Step Too Small: If the simulation progresses at a glacial pace, increase the &quot;Maximum Step 

Size&quot; or check for high-frequency oscillations that the simulator is struggling to track.

•  Singular Matrix Error: This usually indicates a short circuit to ground or a loop of voltage sources. Review the 

netlist for redundant connections.

The integration of PSpice within OrCAD represents a pinnacle of electronic design automation. By bridging the gap

between theoretical circuit equations and physical implementation, it allows for a &quot;top-down&quot; design

approach where system-level requirements are validated through rigorous component-level simulation. As



semiconductor devices shrink and switching frequencies increase, the reliance on high-fidelity models and

advanced numerical methods provided by PSpice will only continue to grow. Mastery of this tool, as advocated by

experts like Muhammad H. Rashid, remains a cornerstone of professional engineering excellence, ensuring that

complex designs are robust, efficient, and ready for the challenges of modern technology.
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