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Evolution and Regulatory Framework of EN 71-1

The safety of toys is a paramount concern within the European Union, governed primarily by the Toy Safety 

Directive 2009/48/EC. At the heart of this regulatory framework lies EN 71-1, the harmonized standard specifically

addressing the mechanical and physical properties of toys. This standard is not merely a set of suggestions but a

mandatory technical blueprint that manufacturers, importers, and retailers must follow to ensure their products do

not pose risks of injury to children during normal use or foreseeable misuse.

EN 71-1 is part of a multi-series standard (EN 71) that covers various safety aspects, including flammability (Part

2), chemical migration (Part 3), and electrical safety (Part 11). However, Part 1 is arguably the most critical for the

physical construction of toys. It establishes rigorous criteria for structural integrity, edge sharpness, point safety, and

the prevention of choking hazards. As children are the primary users, the standard assumes a degree of "misuse"—

such as dropping, pulling, or biting—and mandates testing procedures that simulate these real-world scenarios.

The Scope and Application of EN 71-1:2014+A1:2018

The current iteration, BS EN 71-1:2014+A1:2018, applies to all toys intended for children up to 14 years of age. 

However, the standard distinguishes significantly between toys intended for children under 36 monthsand those

for children over that age. The rationale is simple: infants and toddlers have a natural tendency to explore objects

with their mouths, and they lack the cognitive development to recognize certain physical hazards. Consequently,

toys for this younger demographic must pass much more stringent requirements regarding small parts and

structural durability.

Core Theoretical Framework: Mechanical Integrity and Hazard Mitigation

The engineering philosophy behind EN 71-1 is rooted in the prevention of three primary hazard categories: 

Mechanical Hazards, Physical Hazards, and Thermal/Acoustic Hazards. To address these, the standard utilizes

a combination of material science, ergonomic data, and structural engineering principles.

1. The Small Parts Hazard (Choking and Ingestion)

Perhaps the most famous component of EN 71-1 is the Small Parts Cylinder(often referred to as the truncated

cylinder). This is a standardized testing tool designed to simulate the dimensions of a child's throat. Any toy—or any

component that detaches from a toy during abuse testing—that fits entirely within this cylinder is deemed a choking

hazard for children under 3 years old. The mathematical basis for these dimensions is derived from pediatric

anatomical data of the upper respiratory tract.

2. Sharp Edges and Points

To prevent lacerations and puncture wounds, the standard defines precise metrics for what constitutes a "sharp

edge" or a "sharp point." Manufacturers must use specific testing equipment, such as a mandrel wrapped in

pressure-sensitive tape, to determine if an edge is capable of cutting skin. Similarly, a force-sensitive probe is used

to evaluate the sharpness of points.



3. Kinetic Energy in Projectile Toys

Projectile toys, such as foam dart guns or bows and arrows, are subject to strict kinetic energy limits. The standard 

calculates potential risk using the formula for kinetic energy: E = ½mv². By limiting the mass (m) and velocity (v) of

the projectile, the standard ensures that an accidental impact with a child's eye or skin does not cause permanent

injury or penetration.

Technical Analysis of Core Mechanics and Test Methods

Compliance with EN 71-1 requires a series of "Abuse Tests" that simulate the destructive behavior of a child. These

tests are performed in a specific sequence to ensure that one test does not artificially strengthen the toy for the

next.

The Sequential Testing Workflow

1.  Soaking Test: For toys that are intended to be placed in the mouth or washed, they are submerged in water 

to see if adhesives or materials weaken.

2.  Torque Test: A specific amount of rotational force is applied to any component that a child can grasp. This 

determines if parts can be twisted off.

3.  Tension Test: This involves pulling components with a force of up to 90 Newtons (for toys for children under 

36 months). If a button or eye of a plush toy pulls off, it must not fit in the small parts cylinder.

4.  Drop Test: The toy is dropped from a height of 850mm onto a standardized steel plate on concrete five times. 

The objective is to see if the toy breaks into sharp shards or releases small parts.

5.  Compression Test: A force is applied to any surface area that could be accessible to a child's weight to 

ensure the toy does not collapse.

Acoustic Hazards and Sound Pressure Levels

The modern toy landscape is filled with electronic sounds. EN 71-1 regulates the Sound Pressure Level (SPL)of

toys to prevent hearing damage. Testing is conducted using decibel meters at specific distances. Toys are

categorized as "close-to-the-ear" (e.g., toy phones) or "hand-held" (e.g., musical instruments), each with distinct

decibel limits. Continuous noise and impulsive noise (like cap guns) are measured separately.

Detailed Comparison: EN 71-1 vs. International Standards

While EN 71-1 is the gold standard for Europe, it is often compared to the American ASTM F963 and the 

international ISO 8124. While they share many similarities, there are technical nuances that manufacturers must

navigate for global distribution.



Feature / Hazard EN 71-1 (EU) ASTM F963 (USA) ISO 8124 (Global)

Small Parts Standardized cylinder 
(31.7mm x 57.1mm)

Similar to EN 71, but with 
minor tolerance differences

Nearly identical to EN 71

Drop Test Height 850 mm (33.5 inches) Varies by age: 3 ft to 4.5 ft 850 mm

Tension Force 90 N for all Varies by age (10 lbs to 15 
lbs)

90 N

Acoustics Strict dB limits based on 
2009/48/EC

Varies; focus on continuous 
sound

Broad general guidelines

Projectile Energy Max 0.08 J (unprotected) Max 0.08 J (standard) 0.08 J to 0.5 J (depending 
on type)

Practical Implementation: Engineering for Compliance

Achieving compliance with EN 71-1 begins in the design phase, long before a prototype reaches a testing lab. 

Senior engineers and product designers should adopt a Design for Safety (DfS) approach.

1. Material Selection

Avoid brittle plastics like certain low-grade polystyrenes that shatter upon impact. Instead, utilize high-impact 

polymers like ABS (Acrylonitrile Butadiene Styrene) or Polypropylene (PP). For plush toys, ensure the tensile

strength of the stitching exceeds the 90N requirement through the use of heavy-duty polyester threads and

reinforced seams.

2. Fastening and Adhesion

Mechanical fasteners (screws, rivets) are generally preferred over adhesives for safety-critical joints. If adhesives

are used, they must be tested for degradation under environmental stress (humidity and temperature cycles).

Screws must be recessed or protected to prevent the creation of sharp points if the toy is stepped on.

3. Warning Labels and Instructions

Clause 7 of EN 71-1 specifies mandatory warnings. One of the most common is the "Not suitable for children 

under 36 months"warning, accompanied by the age-warning logo and a brief description of the hazard (e.g.,

"Small parts. Choking hazard"). These warnings must be clearly visible, legible, and indelible at the point of sale.

Case Studies: Common Failure Modes and Solutions

Case Study A: The Plush Toy Eye Detachment

Failure: During a tension test, the plastic "safety eye" of a teddy bear detaches at 65 Newtons. The eye fits into the 

small parts cylinder.Analysis: The backing washer was too small for the plush material thickness, allowing it to pull 

through the fabric weave.Solution:Increase the diameter of the backing washer and implement a "lock-stitch"

around the eye insertion point to reinforce the surrounding fabric.

Case Study B: Projectile Velocity Overages

Failure: A toy crossbow exceeds the 0.08 Joule limit for kinetic energy.Analysis: The elastic cord used was too 

rigid, resulting in high acceleration.Solution:Modify the spring constant (k) of the elastic material or increase the



mass of the projectile tip (without making it sharp) to reduce velocity while maintaining the "fun" factor, thus

lowering the total kinetic energy output.

Case Study C: Finger Entrapment in Folding Mechanisms

Failure: A toy stroller for dolls fails the probe test for finger entrapment in its folding hinge.Analysis: The gap 

between moving parts was between 5mm and 12mm—the range most likely to trap a child's finger.Solution:

Redesign the hinge to have a gap less than 5mm (too small for a finger) or greater than 12mm (large enough for a

finger to move freely), or install a protective plastic shroud.

Technical Checklist for Compliance Documentation

Before placing a toy on the market, the manufacturer must compile a Technical File. This file is the primary

document audited by market surveillance authorities. It should include:

•  Product Description: Detailed list of materials and components.

•  Design Drawings: Detailed schematics showing dimensions and assembly.

•  Risk Assessment: A documented analysis of potential hazards and how they were mitigated through design 

or testing.

•  Test Reports: Full reports from an ISO 17025 accredited laboratory proving compliance with EN 71-1.

•  Declaration of Conformity (DoC): A signed document stating the toy meets all EU safety requirements.

Summary and Broader Implications for the Global Supply Chain

The rigorous nature of EN 71-1 serves a dual purpose: it protects the most vulnerable members of society while

providing a clear, standardized set of rules for the global manufacturing industry. For engineers and technical

writers, understanding the granular details of Clause 4 (General Requirements), Clause 5 (Toys for Children Under

36 Months), and Clause 8 (Test Methods) is not just a regulatory hurdle—it is a commitment to quality and safety.

As technology evolves, so too will the standards. We are already seeing updates to EN 71-1 to account for the rise

of smart toys, integrated sensors, and 3D-printed components. Maintaining a proactive stance on these technical

developments is essential for any organization operating within the toy sector. By integrating safety into the very

DNA of product development, manufacturers can avoid costly recalls, protect their brand reputation, and, most

importantly, ensure that play remains a safe and joyful experience for every child.
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