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The publication of Alexander Cruden's A Complete Concordance to the Old and New Testamentrepresents a

watershed moment in the history of biblical lexicography and systematic theology. First published in 1737, with

significant revisions in 1761 and 1769, this monumental work established a standard for textual cross-referencing

that remained unsurpassed for over a century. For the technical writer, theologian, or historical researcher,

understanding the architectural framework of Cruden’s work is not merely an exercise in archival study; it is an

exploration of the early mechanics of data indexing, information retrieval, and linguistic categorization.

The Theoretical Framework of Biblical Concordances

In technical terms, a concordance is an alphabetical index of the principal words of a book, identifying the specific 

locations where those words appear in the text. Before the advent of digital search algorithms and relational 

databases, the creation of such a tool required a manual process of lexical parsing and contextual mapping.

Cruden’s objective was to provide a comprehensive roadmap to the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible,

allowing users to trace theological themes and linguistic patterns across disparate books and centuries of writing.

Defining Lexical Indexing and Concordance Mechanics

The technical structure of Cruden’s concordance is built upon three primary pillars of information architecture:

•  Verbal Concordance: Mapping every significant instance of a word (excluding articles and common 

prepositions) to its specific verse.

•  Thematic Dictionary: Providing definitions and theological summaries that bridge the gap between simple 

word location and doctrinal understanding.

•  Proper Name Analysis: An alphabetical index of all individuals and geographical locations mentioned in the 

scriptures, often accompanied by historical or etymological context.

By integrating these three elements, Cruden moved beyond a simple list of word locations and created a 

multidimensional research tool. This was essentially an early form of a non-relational database, where the

primary key (the word) pointed to multiple secondary values (the verses) across various tables (the books of the

Bible).

The Architectural Anatomy of Cruden’s 1769 Edition

The 1769 edition, often cited as the definitive version produced during Cruden’s lifetime, displays a sophisticated

organizational hierarchy. To understand its depth, we must analyze its technical components individually.

1. The Primary Concordance to the Old and New Testaments

This is the core engine of the work. Cruden employed a strict alphabetical sequence. Unlike modern automated 

tools that might simply list a snippet of text, Cruden curated the contextual fragmentsfor each entry. Each citation

provides enough surrounding text for the researcher to identify the specific nuance of the word’s usage (e.g.,

distinguishing between 'grace' as divine favor and 'grace' as social poise).



2. The Concordance to the Apocrypha

A distinctive feature of Cruden’s work was the inclusion of the Apocrypha. From a technical and scholarly 

standpoint, this was a significant undertaking. While many Protestant scholars of the 18th century marginalized the 

Apocryphal books, Cruden’s decision to index them provided a comprehensive linguistic datasetfor those

studying Intertestamental literature and the development of Koine Greek concepts in an English context.

3. The Dictionary and Alphabetical Index

Cruden integrated a biblical dictionary directly into the concordance. This allowed for semantic disambiguation.

For example, when a user looks up the word 'Tabernacle,' the work provides both a list of occurrences and a

technical description of the structure’s dimensions, materials, and symbolic significance. This dual-purpose design

reduced the need for multiple reference volumes, creating an integrated workspace for the student of the Bible.

Technical Analysis: Comparison of Major Biblical Concordances

To evaluate the technical rigor of Cruden’s work, it is necessary to compare it against subsequent developments in 

the field, specifically Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance and Young’s Analytical Concordance. The following

table provides a side-by-side comparison of these foundational tools.



Feature / Tool Cruden’s Complete 
Concordance

Strong’s Exhaustive 
Concordance

Young’s Analytical 
Concordance

First Publication 1737 (Third Ed. 1769) 1890 1879

Primary Lexical Basis English (KJV) Contextual English (KJV) with 
Numerical Coding

Original Greek/Hebrew 
Headwords

Comprehensive Mapping Selective (focused on 
significant words)

Exhaustive (every word, 
including 'the', 'and')

Analytical (grouped by 
original language root)

Additional Features Apocrypha, Dictionary, 
Compendium

Strong’s Numbering 
System, Lexicons

Geographical/Historical 
Notes

Technical Complexity High (Manual cross-
referencing)

Extreme (Numerical 
system for cross-language 
study)

High (Focus on linguistic 
etymology)

While Strong’s is often preferred today for its 'exhaustiveness' and link to original languages via the numbering 

system, Cruden’s work remains superior in its contextual summaries. Cruden’s concordance serves as a bridge

between a simple index and a comprehensive commentary.

The Methodology of Manual Compilation

The production of a 2,000+ page concordance in the mid-18th century is a feat of human computational power.

Alexander Cruden performed the following procedural steps for every word entry:

1.  Linguistic Decomposition: Every verse of the Bible was read, and each significant word was recorded on a 

separate slip of paper.

2.  Sorting and Categorization: These thousands of slips were sorted alphabetically.

3.  Contextual Selection: For each word, Cruden had to decide which part of the surrounding sentence best 

captured the essence of the verse to serve as the 'snippet' in the concordance.

4.  Cross-Verification: To ensure the 'Completeness' promised in the title, Cruden manually cross-referenced his 

lists against existing, less comprehensive concordances (like those by Marbecke or Newman) to identify omissions.

5.  Theological Synthesis: Definitions were drafted based on a synthesis of existing scholarship and Cruden’s 

own intensive study of the text.

This workflow represents a primitive but highly effective data processing pipeline. The error rate in the 1769

edition was remarkably low, a testament to Cruden’s meticulous attention to detail—a trait that, while famously

linked to his personal struggles with mental health, enabled a level of technical precision that few could replicate.

Practical Implementation: Using Cruden’s Concordance in Modern 
Scholarship

Despite the availability of digital tools like Logos Bible Software or Blue Letter Bible, Cruden’s work offers a unique 

utility in the field of historical theology and English literature. The following field guide outlines how to leverage

this tool in a research environment.

Step 1: Identifying Semantic Shifts

Researchers can use Cruden’s definitions to understand how biblical terms were understood in the 18th century. 



Because the definitions reflect the orthodoxy of his time, they provide a historical benchmarkfor the evolution of

English theological thought.

Step 2: Cross-Referential Discovery

By following the alphabetical index, a researcher can quickly find every instance where a specific phrase (e.g., 'The 

Fear of the Lord') occurs. While a Google search might provide the verses, Cruden’s printed layoutallows for rapid

scanning of context, facilitating the discovery of patterns that might be missed on a small digital screen.

Step 3: Utilizing the Compendium

The 'Compendium of the Holy Scriptures' included in later editions functions as a high-level summary of the 

biblical narrative. For technical writers needing to summarize complex biblical books, this section provides a

model of concise, objective abstraction.

Challenges and Limitations in the Technical Framework

No technical tool is without its limitations. For the modern user, several 'failure modes' must be accounted for when

using Cruden’s Concordance:

•  KJV Dependency: The concordance is locked to the King James Version. Users working with modern 

translations (ESV, NIV, NRSV) will find that lexical variations (e.g., 'charity' vs. 'love') render the index less effective.

•  Non-Exhaustive Nature: Unlike Strong’s, Cruden does not index every single instance of minor words. This 

was a deliberate data-filtering choice to keep the physical volume manageable, but it means it cannot be used for 

exhaustive statistical word-count analysis.

•  Archaic Definitions: Some of the dictionary definitions reflect 18th-century scientific and historical 

understandings that have since been superseded by archaeological and philological discoveries.

Troubleshooting and Solutions for Modern Integration

If a researcher finds a discrepancy between Cruden’s and a modern index, the solution is to employ a 

comparative methodology. By using Cruden’s contextual snippets alongside a modern interlinear Bible, the

researcher can verify if the discrepancy arises from a translation choice or an actual omission in the 18th-century

data set.

The Mathematical and Logical Rigor of the Work

From a mathematical perspective, Cruden’s Concordance can be viewed as an inverted index. In information

retrieval, an inverted index is an index data structure storing a mapping from content, such as words or numbers, to

its locations in a document or a set of documents. Cruden’s work is a physical manifestation of this logic.

Consider the logic of a single entry:

Word [W] -> { (Book [B1], Chapter [C1], Verse [V1], Snippet [S1]), (Book [B2], Chapter [C2], Verse [V2], Snippet

[S2]), ... }

Cruden essentially executed a MapReduce-style operation manually. He 'mapped' every word in the biblical 

corpus to its location and then 'reduced' that data into a sorted, human-readable format. The complexity of this task 

is evidenced by the fact that the Bible contains approximately 783,137 words. Filtering these down to the unique 

'headwords' and their significant occurrences required an intuitive understanding of information density.

The Broader Implications of Cruden’s Work on Information Science



The legacy of A Complete Concordance to the Old and New Testament extends far beyond the realm of Sunday 

schools and pulpits. It represents one of the most successful early attempts to organize a massive, non-linear 

dataset for public consumption. Alexander Cruden’s insistence on 'completeness' and 'accuracy' established a 

quality assurance standard for all future reference works.

The meticulousness required to produce such a volume paved the way for the great encyclopedic projects of the

Enlightenment. It demonstrated that human knowledge, when properly indexed and cross-referenced, could be

made accessible to anyone, regardless of their status or prior expertise. In the transition from the 18th century to

the digital age, Cruden’s Concordance remains a testament to the power of structured data and the enduring value

of precision in technical writing and lexical analysis. Whether accessed via a rare 1769 leather-bound volume or a

modern digital reprint, the work continues to serve as a vital instrument for the systematic study of the most

influential text in Western history.
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