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The study of paranormal phenomena often oscillates between sensationalized media portrayals and rigorous, 

evidence-based investigation. Among the most prominent examples of the latter is the Haunted Saginaw 

documentary series, specifically the Dice Road chronicles. This analytical deep dive explores the technical, 

historical, and procedural frameworks presented in A Haunting on Dice Road: The Hell House and its successor, A 

Haunting on Dice Road 2: Town of the Dead. By examining the intersection of law enforcement involvement,

historical documentation, and modern paranormal research technology, we can better understand the significance

of these cases within the broader context of American folklore and forensic investigation.

The Historical Context of the Dice Road Phenomena

The geographical focus of these investigations is Saginaw County, Michigan, an area rich in industrial history and, 

as documented, complex paranormal activity. The primary locations—the Dice Road residence (known as the Hell 

House) and the ghost town of Iva—serve as the epicenter for phenomena that have defied conventional

explanation for decades. Understanding these events requires a dual-lens approach: historical research and

technical analysis of reported anomalies.

The Legacy of the Hell House (1974)

The 1974 case on Dice Road is frequently cited as one of the most thoroughly documented paranormal 

investigations in the United States. Unlike many hauntings that rely solely on anecdotal evidence, the Hell House 

case involved the active participation of the Saginaw County Sheriff’s Officeand other local authorities. The

documentation includes reports of unexplained fires, spontaneous combustion of objects, and physical injuries

sustained by residents and investigators alike.

The Town of Iva and the Midcalf Project

In A Haunting on Dice Road 2: Town of the Dead, the scope expands to the lost town of Iva, Michigan. The 

narrative centers on the Midcalf family, who purchased an old general store—the last remaining structure of Iva—

with the intention of restoration. This process inadvertently triggered or revealed a high level of paranormal activity. 

The site is historically significant due to its association with a deadly plaguethat decimated the local population,

creating a fertile ground for what researchers classify as residual and intelligent hauntings.

Technical Methodology in Paranormal Research

Modern paranormal investigation, as depicted in the Haunted Saginaw series, utilizes a suite of technical tools

designed to measure environmental fluctuations. The objective is to move beyond subjective experience toward

quantifiable data. The following table outlines the core instrumentation and the scientific principles they apply.



Tool/Technology Technical Function Paranormal Application

EMF Meters (TriField/K-II) Measures electromagnetic field 
fluctuations in milligauss (mG).

Identifying localized spikes in EM 
energy often associated with kinetic 
activity.

Digital Audio Recorders High-sensitivity capture of sound 
frequencies beyond human hearing 
range.

Capturing Electronic Voice 
Phenomena (EVP) during silent 
intervals.

Thermal Imaging (FLIR) Visualizes infrared radiation and 
temperature gradients.

Detecting "cold spots" or heat 
signatures that lack a physical source.

Digital Barometers Monitors atmospheric pressure 
changes (hPa or inHg).

Correlating pressure drops with 
reported physical manifestations.

Full-Spectrum Cameras Captures light across the UV, visible, 
and IR spectrums.

Visualizing anomalies not visible to 
the naked eye under standard lighting.

The Mathematical Framework of Anomaly Detection

To differentiate between environmental noise and genuine anomalies, investigators often use basic statistical 

modeling. A common approach involves the Signal-to-Noise Ratio (SNR)in audio analysis. The SNR is calculated

as:

SNR = P_signal / P_noise

Where P represents average power. In the context of an EVP, a high SNR in a controlled, silent environment 

suggests an external acoustic source that cannot be attributed to ambient background noise. Furthermore, the 

Inverse Square Law is applied when analyzing light or radiation sources to determine if an anomaly is a reflection 

or a self-luminous entity. If the intensity (I) of an observed light does not decrease according to I "� 1/d² (where dis

distance), the source may be non-standard.

Case Study Comparison: Dice Road 1 vs. Dice Road 2

While both documentaries focus on the Saginaw region, the nature of the phenomena and the investigative focus

differ significantly. The following comparison highlights the technical and narrative distinctions between the two

landmark cases.



Feature The Hell House (Part 1) Town of the Dead (Part 2)

Primary Phenomenon Poltergeist activity, fires, explosions. Apparitions, disembodied voices, 
shadow figures.

Key Location Single-family residence on Dice Road. Old general store in the ghost town of 
Iva.

Documentation Source Sheriff's reports, forensic arson 
reports.

Historical archives, personal 
testimony, live research.

Historical Catalyst Unknown (possible property-specific 
trauma).

Mass mortality event (plague) and 
urban decay.

Involved Parties Law Enforcement, Physics Professors. The Midcalf Family, Paranormal 
Researchers.

Analysis of the Town of Iva Phenomena

The Town of the Dead presents a complex case of geographic haunting. Researchers hypothesize that the heavy 

loss of life during the historical plague created a Residual Haunting, where past events are "imprinted" on the 

environment. However, the interaction with the Midcalf family suggests an Intelligent Haunting, defined by the

entity's ability to respond to external stimuli. Technical evidence captured at the Iva general store includes:

•  Full-Body Apparitions: Captured on high-definition video, showing entities that appear to possess mass but 

lack physical solidity.

•  Shadow Figures: Distinct from standard shadows, these are documented as three-dimensional voids that 

absorb light rather than blocking it.

•  Disembodied Voices: Clear vocalizations captured during real-time investigations, often referencing historical 

names or local events.

Step-by-Step Procedure for Historical Site Investigation

The methodology employed in these documentaries provides a blueprint for professional paranormal researchers.

A structured approach ensures data integrity and minimizes the risk of false positives.

Phase 1: Preliminary Research and Documentation

1.  Archival Review: Access property deeds, death certificates, and historical newspapers to establish a timeline 

of events.

2.  Witness Interviews: Conduct structured interviews with current and former residents, focusing on objective 

descriptions rather than emotional interpretations.

3.  Site Mapping: Create a detailed floor plan of the structure, noting the location of power lines, breaker boxes, 

and plumbing to account for natural EM fields and acoustic artifacts.

Phase 2: Baseline Environmental Data Collection

1.  EMF Mapping: Sweep the entire location to find "hot spots" caused by faulty wiring or appliances.

2.  Temperature Profiling: Use digital thermometers to record ambient temperature in every room.

3.  Acoustic Baseline: Record several hours of audio in an empty building to identify recurring structural sounds 

(e.g., floorboard expansion).

Phase 3: Active Investigation and Monitoring



1.  Static Camera Placement: Deploy multi-camera systems (NVR) to monitor all entry points and high-activity 

zones simultaneously.

2.  Communication Sessions: Use controlled prompts to elicit responses, maintaining a log of all external noises 

(cars, wildlife) to avoid contamination.

3.  Technological Deployment: Utilize REM pods and motion sensors to detect physical movement in localized 

areas.

Troubleshooting Common Errors in Paranormal Analysis

In any technical investigation, the risk of misinterpretation is high. Professional investigators must account for

several common failure modes.

•  Pareidolia: The human brain’s tendency to see patterns (like faces) in random textures. This is frequently why 

"orbs" in photos are dismissed as dust or moisture.

•  Infrasound: Sound waves below 20 Hz can cause feelings of unease, nausea, or even visual hallucinations by 

vibrating the human eye. Investigators must check for industrial machinery or wind tunnels that might create 

infrasound.

•  Carbon Monoxide (CO) Poisoning: Old buildings with poor ventilation can accumulate CO, leading to 

hallucinations and physical illness. A CO detector is an essential safety tool.

•  Contamination of Audio: Whispers from team members or the sound of clothing rubbing against a microphone 

can be mistaken for EVP. Always use a "tagging" system (e.g., "that was my stomach growling") during recording.

The Cultural and Media Impact of Haunted Saginaw

The release of A Haunting on Dice Road 2: Town of the Dead on November 3, 2017, at the Historic Temple 

Theatrein Saginaw, MI, marked a significant cultural event for the region. By treating these accounts as serious

historical documentaries rather than "jump-scare" entertainment, the producers have fostered a deeper

appreciation for local history. The use of red-carpet premieres and community involvement (as seen by the

hundreds of attendees) demonstrates a unique model for regional filmmaking and historical preservation.

The Role of the Temple Theatre

The Temple Theatre is not merely a venue but a subject of study itself. A Haunting on Washington Avenue: The 

Temple Theatreexplores the spirits said to inhabit this historic 1927 structure. The technical documentation of the

theatre highlights the challenges of investigating large-scale public spaces, where architectural acoustics and

historical layers are dense.

Implications for Future Investigations

The work presented in the Dice Road series suggests that paranormal phenomena, when approached with forensic

rigor, can provide insights into historical events that might otherwise be forgotten. The "Town of the Dead" serves

as a case study in how the trauma of a plague and the subsequent abandonment of a town can leave a lasting

environmental footprint. For the technical writer or researcher, these cases underscore the importance of

maintaining a neutral, data-driven perspective.

As technology evolves, the ability to capture more granular data—such as fluctuations in the geomagnetic field or

variations in the local gravity constant—may offer new explanations for what is currently labeled as "haunting." Until

then, the documented evidence from Dice Road and the town of Iva remains a compelling intersection of the known

and the unknown, inviting further scholarly and scientific inquiry. The meticulous preservation of these records,

from sheriff reports to digital recordings, ensures that the legacy of the Midcalf family, the people of Iva, and the



investigators themselves will remain accessible for future analysis.
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