EDUCATION ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Mastering Grade 12 Afrikaans First Additional Language
(FAL) Paper 2: A Technical Guide to Paljas and Exam
Strategy

Published: August 14, 2026 | Index ID: #61

The National Senior Certificate (NSC) examination for Afrikaans Eerste Addisionele Taal (FAL) represents a
critical milestone for Grade 12 learners in South Africa. Specifically, Vraestel 2 (Paper 2), which focuses on
literature, demands a high level of analytical proficiency, linguistic accuracy, and thematic understanding. Among

the prescribed works, the drama and film study "Paljas"remains a cornerstone of the curriculum. This technical
guide provides an in-depth analysis of the examination structure, the core mechanics of the Paljas narrative, and
strategic methodologies for utilizing past exam papers from 2012 to 2023 to achieve academic excellence.

The Theoretical Framework of Afrikaans FAL Paper 2

To excel in the Afrikaans FAL Paper 2 examination, students must understand the underlying pedagogical
framework established by the Department of Basic Education (DBE). The examination is not merely a test of
memory but an assessment of cognitive levels as defined by Bloom's Taxonomy. These levels include literal
comprehension, reorganization, inference, evaluation, and appreciation.

Structure of the Examination

The Afrikaans FAL Paper 2 (Literature) typically carries a total of 70 marks and is written over a duration of 2

hours (120 minutes). The paper is subdivided into four distinct sections, though students are generally required to
answer questions from only two or three sections depending on the specific genre combinations chosen by their
schools.

The common sections include:

e Section A: Poetry (Gedigte) — Analysis of prescribed poems.

e Section B: Novel (Roman) — Study of long-form prose.

e Section C: Drama — This is where Paljas is categorized.

e Section D: Short Stories (Kortverhale) — Analysis of multiple brief narratives.

Cognitive Level Distribution

Examiners structure questions to ensure a balanced assessment of a candidate's abilities. Understanding this
distribution allows students to tailor their study sessions toward higher-order thinking rather than simple rote
learning.



Cognitive Level Description Approximate Weighting

Level 1 &2 Literal (Information in the text) and 40%
Reorganization (Summarizing/
Grouping)

Level 3 Inference (Reading between the lines/ 40%

Contextual meaning)

Level 4 &5 Evaluation and Appreciation (Critical 20%
judgment and emotional response)

Technical Analysis of 'Paljas': Core Mechanics and Themes

Paljas, written by Chris Barnard, is a psychological drama that explores the restoration of a broken family in the
isolated setting of the Karoo. The technical mastery of the text lies in its use of symbolism, magic realism, and
character development. To answer contextual questions effectively, students must move beyond a Paljas summary
and understand the functional roles of each character and motif.

The McDonald Family Dynamics

The narrative revolves around the McDonald family, stationed at a desolate railway siding. Each character
represents a specific psychological state of isolation:

¢ Hendrik McDonald: The patriarch whose inability to communicate leads to frustration and social withdrawal.
His obsession with his status at the railway highlights the theme of bureaucratic stagnation.

« Katrien McDonald: A woman trapped in a loveless, silent marriage, yearning for the vibrancy of her past. She
represents the emotional consequences of domestic isolation.

« Willem McDonald: The mute son whose silence is a physical manifestation of the family’s communicative
breakdown. His interaction with the circus clown, Manuel, is the catalyst for the story's progression.

The Role of Manuel and the Circus

Manuel, the silent clown, serves as a mirror to the family's internal struggles. He does not speak, yet he
communicates more effectively than the verbal characters through magic realism and pantomime. For students,
analyzing the relationship between Willem and Manuel is essential, as it frequently appears in NSC exams (e.g.,
the November 2018 V2 paper) as a focal point for questions on symbolism and character growth.

Key Motifs and Symbolism

Technical writing in literature requires the identification of recurring symbols. In Paljas, several key items carry
significant weight:

* The Red Dress: Represents Katrien’s lost youth and her desire to be noticed and loved.

e The Train: A symbol of the outside world, progress, and the passage of time that seems to leave the
characters behind.

« The Windmill: Often used to depict the harsh, unforgiving nature of the Karoo environment and the
mechanical repetition of the characters' lives.

Strategic Implementation: Using Past Papers and Memoranda

An essential component of Grade 12 Afrikaans FAL preparation is the systematic review of past papers. Historical
data from 2015, 2018, and 2023 indicates that certain question patterns recur. By analyzing the NASIONALE



SENIORSERTIFIKAAT-EKSAMEN papers, students can identify high-frequency topics.

Workflow for Exam Simulation

1. Initial Diagnostic: Take a recent paper (e.g., 2023 May/June) under timed conditions without any aids.

2. Gap Analysis: Compare answers against the official Memorandum (Memo). Identify if marks were lost due to
language errors (taalfoute) or lack of content knowledge (inhoud).

3. Flashcard Iteration: Use tools like Quizlet to memorize specific terminology found in the papers, such as
"skade" (damage), "vrese" (fears), and "trane" (tears).

4. Refining Contextual Answers: Practice writing short, concise sentences in Afrikaans. In FAL Paper 2,
examiners prioritize clarity over complex sentence structures.

Comparative Evaluation of Exam Years

This table compares the focus areas of notable Afrikaans FAL V2 exam cycles:



Exam Session Focus on Paljas Predominant Question Key Vocabulary Emphasis

Type
Nov 2015 Character interaction Contextual / Short Answer Verhoudings
between Manuel and (Relationships)
Willem.
Nov 2018 The psychological impact Contextual / Inference Isolasie (Isolation)
of the 'skuur' (shed) setting.
June 2023 The climax of the Evaluation / Appreciation Vooroordeel (Prejudice)
community's reaction to the
clown.

Technical Execution: Answering Contextual Questions

A common error among Grade 12 students is providing answers that are too lengthy or fail to address the specific
instructional verb. In technical exam terminology, the verb dictates the response depth.

Instructional Verbs and Expected Responses

¢ Noem (Name): Provide a simple fact without explanation.

¢ Verduidelik (Explain): Requires a cause-and-effect relationship (e.g., "Because X happened, Y was the
result").

¢ Motiveer (Motivate): Use a quote or a specific action from the text to support your statement.

e Bespreek (Discuss): A broader analysis looking at multiple sides of an argument or theme.

Mathematical Approach to Time Management

Given the 120-minute limit and 70-mark total, the time-to-mark ratio is approximately 1.7 minutes per mark.
However, one must account for reading time and planning. A technical breakdown of time allocation should look like
this:

Reading Instructions: 10 minutes.
¢ Question Selection: 5 minutes.
Section 1 (35 Marks): 50 minutes.
Section 2 (35 Marks): 50 minutes.
e Final Review: 5 minutes.

Troubleshooting Common Exam Failures

Even well-prepared students can encounter obstacles during the Afrikaans Grade 12 Paljasassessment.
Identifying these failure modes early is critical for mitigation.

1. Linguistic Interference

Students often translate directly from English to Afrikaans (Anglicisms). For example, using "Ek is goed" instead of
"Dit gaan goed met my." In the context of Paljas, describing Manuel's actions requires specific theatrical and
emotional vocabulary that must be practiced.

2. Lack of Contextual Grounding

Questions often refer to a specific uittreksel (extract). Students make the mistake of answering based on the
entire book rather than focusing on the lines provided in the extract. Always link the answer back to the text



provided on the page.

3. Misinterpretation of 'Die Buite-wéreld'

In Paljas, the conflict isn't just internal to the family; it involves the 'dorpelinge’ (townspeople). Students often
neglect the role of the community's prejudice, which is a major technical component of the plot's resolution.

Advanced Study Checklist

To ensure a comprehensive review, use the following checklist derived from NASIONALE SENIOR SERTIFIKAAT
standards:

¢ [] Can you identify the turning point (keerpunt) in the drama?

e [] Do you understand the difference between innerlike konflik (internal) and uiterlike konflik (external) for
Hendrik?

¢ [] Can you describe the setting of the Karoo and how it influences the mood (atmosfeer)?

e [] Are you able to explain the irony in the townspeople's eventual acceptance of the 'paljas' (magic)?

¢ [] Have you reviewed the 2018 V2 memo for specific phrasing required for mark attainment?

The Broader Implications of Literature Study

Beyond the immediate goal of passing the Grade 12 exams, the study of works like Paljasin Afrikaans FAL fosters
a deeper understanding of the human condition and the complexities of South African social dynamics. The
technical ability to dissect a narrative, analyze character motivations, and communicate findings in a second
language is a high-level skill that prepares students for tertiary education and professional environments. By
leveraging past papers, structured summaries, and rigorous linguistic practice, candidates can transform their
understanding of Afrikaans literature from basic comprehension to technical mastery, ensuring success in the final
NSC examinations.

The transition from a Grade 12 learner to a successful matriculant requires a disciplined approach to the Afrikaans
Eerste Addisionele Taal V2 curriculum. Through the lens of Paljas, students learn the power of silence, the
necessity of communication, and the technical requirements of academic excellence. Use the resources provided

by the DBE, such as the 2012-2023 past papers, to familiarize yourself with the cadence of the examination, and
approach the text of Paljasas a complex machine where every character and symbol serves a vital function in the
narrative engine.
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