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The Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) Chemistry syllabus 0620 is

recognized globally as a rigorous benchmark for secondary science education. Among the various assessment

components, the Paper 2 (Multiple Choice) series—specifically the 0620/23 variant from the May/June 2013

examination—provides a critical diagnostic window into student comprehension of core and extended chemistry

principles. This technical analysis explores the structure, pedagogical significance, and specific chemical

mechanics addressed in the 0620/23 mark scheme, offering an in-depth educational resource for educators and

candidates alike.

The Architecture of the IGCSE Chemistry 0620 Assessment

The 0620 syllabus is designed to provide a comprehensive foundation in chemistry, balancing theoretical 

knowledge with practical application. The assessment framework is divided into multiple papers to evaluate 

different cognitive domains. Paper 2, being a multiple-choice paper, focuses heavily on Assessment Objective 1 

(AO1): Knowledge with Understanding, and Assessment Objective 2 (AO2): Handling Information and Problem

Solving.

The May/June 2013 Paper 23 consists of 40 multiple-choice questions, each providing four options. The mark

scheme for this paper is not merely a list of correct letters; it represents the culmination of academic standards set

by Cambridge International Examinations (CIE). For a technical writer or educator, understanding the mark scheme

requires a deep dive into the distractor analysis—the process of identifying why incorrect options were chosen and

how they address common student misconceptions.

Comparison of IGCSE Chemistry Paper Components



Paper Type Assessment Focus Weighting (Typical) Question Format

Paper 1/2 Core/Extended Multiple 
Choice

30% 40 MCQs, 45 Minutes

Paper 3/4 Core/Extended Theory 50% Short-answer & Structured 
questions

Paper 5/6 Practical Test / Alternative 
to Practical

20% Experimental design and 
data analysis

Technical Breakdown of Core Chemistry Modules

To understand the 0620/23 mark scheme, one must analyze the key modules that frequently appear in the 

examination. The May/June 2013 series emphasized several critical areas: Atomic Structure, Stoichiometry, 

Chemical Energetics, and Organic Chemistry.

1. Atomic Structure and Bonding Mechanics

A fundamental component of the IGCSE syllabus is the electronic configuration of atoms and the nature of

chemical bonding. The mark scheme often tests the ability of students to distinguish between ionic and covalent

structures based on physical properties. For example, the high melting points of giant ionic lattices (like NaCl)

versus the low boiling points of simple molecular structures (like CO2) is a recurring theme.

•  Ionic Bonding: Electrostatic attraction between oppositely charged ions, leading to crystalline lattice structures.

•  Covalent Bonding: Sharing of electron pairs between non-metal atoms.

•  Metallic Bonding: A lattice of positive ions in a 'sea' of delocalized electrons, explaining electrical conductivity 

and malleability.

2. Stoichiometry and Molar Calculations

The quantitative aspect of chemistry is often where students encounter the most difficulty. The 0620/23 paper 

requires mastery of the Mole Concept. Calculations involving reacting masses, gas volumes, and concentrations

are central to the mark scheme's requirements. The mathematical model follows a strict hierarchy:

1.  Calculate the number of moles (n) of the known substance using the formula: n = mass / molar mass.

2.  Use the balanced chemical equation to find the molar ratio between the known and unknown substances.

3.  Convert the moles of the unknown substance back into the required unit (mass, volume, or concentration).

In-Depth Analysis: Chemical Energetics and Rate of Reaction

The May/June 2013 mark scheme highlights the importance of understanding energy changes in chemical 

reactions. Distinguishing between exothermic and endothermicreactions is vital. In an exothermic reaction, the

energy released during bond making is greater than the energy required for bond breaking, resulting in a negative

enthalpy change (9D‚’à

Collision Theory and Reaction Kinetics

The rate of a chemical reaction is determined by the frequency of effective collisions between particles. The IGCSE

syllabus expects students to understand how various factors influence these rates:

•  Concentration: Increasing the concentration of reactants in a solution increases the number of particles per 

unit volume, leading to more frequent collisions.



•  Temperature: Raising the temperature provides particles with more kinetic energy, increasing the frequency of 

collisions and the proportion of particles with energy exceeding the activation energy (Ea).

•  Catalysts: These substances provide an alternative reaction pathway with a lower activation energy, thereby 

increasing the reaction rate without being consumed.

Technical Evaluation of Redox Processes

Reduction and oxidation (Redox) are defined in the 0620 syllabus through three distinct lenses: oxygen transfer, 

hydrogen transfer, and electron transfer. The 2013 mark scheme specifically tests the OIL RIGacronym (Oxidation

Is Loss, Reduction Is Gain of electrons). In electrolysis, the movement of ions toward electrodes and the

subsequent discharge of those ions are fundamental concepts that determine the correct answers in Paper 23.



Process Oxygen Definition Electron Definition Oxidation State Change

Oxidation Gain of Oxygen Loss of Electrons Increase in Oxidation 
Number

Reduction Loss of Oxygen Gain of Electrons Decrease in Oxidation 
Number

The Periodic Table and Trends in Group Properties

The IGCSE Chemistry 0620/23 exam frequently includes questions on the Periodic Table, focusing on Group I

(Alkali Metals) and Group VII (Halogens). Understanding the trends in reactivity is crucial. For Group I, reactivity

increases down the group as the outermost electron becomes further from the nucleus, reducing the electrostatic

pull and making it easier to lose. Conversely, for Group VII, reactivity decreases down the group because the

increased shielding makes it harder for the atom to attract and gain an electron.

Transition Elements and Noble Gases

Technical marks are often awarded for identifying the unique properties of transition metals, such as variable

oxidation states, the formation of colored compounds, and their utility as catalysts. Noble gases (Group VIII/0) are

emphasized for their chemical inertness, resulting from a full outer shell of electrons, which renders them stable

and unreactive under standard conditions.

Organic Chemistry: Nomenclature and Reaction Pathways

Organic chemistry represents a significant portion of the 0620 syllabus. The May/June 2013 Paper 23 necessitates

a clear understanding of homologous series, functional groups, and saturated vs. unsaturated hydrocarbons.

Key Homologous Series and Formulas

•  Alkanes: General formula CnH2n+2. These are saturated hydrocarbons involved in substitution reactions with 

halogens under UV light.

•  Alkenes: General formula CnH2n. These are unsaturated hydrocarbons containing a carbon-carbon double 

bond, allowing for addition reactions (e.g., bromination to test for unsaturation).

•  Alcohols: Contain the -OH functional group. Ethanol production via fermentation or the catalytic hydration of 

ethene is a major technical topic.

•  Carboxylic Acids: Contain the -COOH functional group, behaving as weak acids in aqueous solutions.

Environmental Chemistry and Industrial Processes

The 0620/23 mark scheme also covers the industrial application of chemistry, specifically the Haber Process for 

ammonia production and the Contact Processfor sulfuric acid. These processes require a balance between

reaction rate and yield, governed by Le Chatelier's Principle.

The Haber Process Parameters

To maximize the production of ammonia (NH3), the following industrial conditions are typically maintained:

•  Temperature: Approximately 450°C. While a lower temperature would shift the equilibrium toward the 

exothermic production of NH3, it would result in a reaction rate too slow for commercial viability.

•  Pressure: 200 atmospheres. High pressure favors the side with fewer gas molecules (the product side).

•  Catalyst: Finely divided iron is used to increase the rate of reaching equilibrium without affecting the position 



of equilibrium.

Practical Implementation: How to Use the 0620/23 Mark Scheme for Revision

For students and educators, the mark scheme is an essential tool for Gap Analysis. By comparing a student's

answers against the official Cambridge 0620/23 May/June 2013 mark scheme, one can identify specific

weaknesses in technical knowledge. The following step-by-step procedure is recommended for effective utilization:

1.  Timed Execution: Complete Paper 23 under strict 45-minute examination conditions to simulate the actual 

pressure.

2.  Objective Grading: Use the mark scheme to grade the paper, noting not just the score but the specific topics 

associated with every incorrect answer.

3.  Categorization of Errors: Classify mistakes into three categories: 'Knowledge Gap' (did not know the fact), 

'Process Error' (miscalculated a mole ratio), or 'Misinterpretation' (read the question incorrectly).

4.  Targeted Review: Revisit the specific sections of the 0620 syllabus corresponding to the identified gaps.

Case Study: Common Pitfalls in the 2013 Chemistry Exam

Analysis of past performance data suggests that candidates often struggle with the distinction between fractional 

distillation and crackingin the context of petroleum chemistry. While fractional distillation is a physical separation

process based on boiling points, cracking is a chemical process that breaks down long-chain alkanes into smaller,

more useful alkanes and alkenes using heat and a catalyst.

Troubleshooting Technical Misconceptions



Common Misconception The Technical Reality Corrective Concept

Mass is lost in a chemical reaction. Mass is conserved; 'loss' is usually 
the escape of a gas.

Law of Conservation of Mass

Bonds are broken in exothermic 
reactions.

Bond breaking requires energy; bond 
making releases energy.

Enthalpy of Reaction

Catalysts increase the yield of a 
product.

Catalysts only increase the rate, not 
the total amount produced.

Reaction Kinetics vs. Equilibria

Advanced Topics: Electrolysis and Quantitative Electrolysis

The 0620/23 paper often includes technical questions regarding the electrolysis of molten compounds versus 

aqueous solutions. In the electrolysis of aqueous sodium chloride (brine), the presence of H+ and OH- ions from 

water complicates the discharge at the electrodes. The mark scheme expects students to apply the reactivity 

seriesto determine that hydrogen gas is produced at the cathode rather than sodium metal, due to sodium being

more reactive than hydrogen.

Extraction of Aluminum

The extraction of aluminum from bauxite is another high-level topic. Key technical details include:

•  The use of cryolite to lower the melting point of aluminum oxide (alumina) from 2000°C to approximately 

900°C, significantly reducing energy costs.

•  The necessity of replacing carbon anodes regularly because they react with the oxygen produced to form 

carbon dioxide.

Final Synthesis and Educational Implications

The Cambridge IGCSE Chemistry 0620/23 May/June 2013 mark scheme serves as more than just a key for

grading; it is a pedagogical map that outlines the expected standard of scientific literacy for students worldwide. By

mastering the core concepts of atomic theory, chemical energetics, stoichiometry, and organic pathways,

candidates develop the analytical skills necessary for advanced study in A-Level Chemistry and beyond.

Technical precision in terminology—such as distinguishing between 'atoms', 'ions', and 'molecules', or 'dilute'

versus 'weak' acids—is the hallmark of a successful IGCSE candidate. The 2013 examination continues to be a

relevant study aid because the fundamental laws of chemistry remain constant, even as the syllabus undergoes

periodic updates. Comprehensive engagement with these mark schemes fosters a disciplined approach to scientific

inquiry and a robust understanding of the molecular world.

In summary, the 0620/23 mark scheme provides a structured framework for evaluating scientific competency.

Whether used for self-study or as part of a formal curriculum, its value lies in its ability to highlight the intricate

balance between theoretical principles and their real-world applications. As chemistry continues to evolve with

advancements in materials science and green technology, the foundational principles tested in the IGCSE remains

the essential first step for the next generation of scientists and engineers.
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