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In the realm of industrial combustion and thermal engineering, the precision of fuel delivery systems represents the 

critical threshold between operational efficiency and systemic failure. Central to this process is the oil burner 

nozzle, a highly engineered component designed to transform liquid fuel into a fine, combustible mist through the 

process of atomization. This article provides an exhaustive technical analysis of industrial nozzles, specifically 

focusing on the Steinen 4.00-60 S series and the underlying mathematical frameworks—such as those found in 

technical document 002336470X UUS124—that govern fluid dynamics and thermal output.

1. Theoretical Framework of Fuel Atomization

Atomization is the process of breaking a bulk liquid into a multitude of small drops. In oil-fired heating systems, this 

is achieved by forcing pressurized fuel through a small orifice, utilizing the energy from the fluid's pressure to create 

a high-velocity spray. The effectiveness of this process is measured by the Sauter Mean Diameter (SMD), which

identifies the average drop size in relation to the surface area of the fuel spray.

1.1. Fluid Dynamics and the Bernoulli Principle

The operation of a nozzle like the Size 4.00-60 Srelies on the conversion of potential energy (pressure) into kinetic

energy (velocity). According to Bernoulli's equation, as the fluid enters the restricted orifice of the nozzle, its velocity

increases significantly, while its internal pressure decreases. This velocity surge, combined with the geometry of

the internal swirl chamber, creates the centrifugal force necessary for the fluid to exit the orifice in a conical sheet

that subsequently disintegrates into droplets.

1.2. The Role of the Swirl Chamber

Within the Steinen Nozzle assembly, the swirl chamber is a critical internal component. High-pressure oil enters 

the chamber through tangential slots, creating a high-speed vortex. As the oil moves toward the center of the 

chamber, its rotational speed increases (conservation of angular momentum), forming a hollow core of air in the 

center. The liquid then exits the orifice as a thin, rotating film, which is essential for achieving the specific spray 

angle—in this case, 60 degrees.

2. Technical Specifications of the 4.00-60 S Nozzle

Understanding the alphanumeric designations on industrial nozzles is vital for technical procurement and system 

calibration. The 4.00-60 S designation carries specific engineering data points:

•  4.00 (Flow Rate): This indicates the nozzle's capacity to deliver 4.00 Gallons Per Hour (GPH) of oil at a 

standard pressure of 100 PSI (pounds per square inch).

•  60 (Spray Angle): The nominal angle of the spray cone as it exits the orifice. A 60-degree angle is typically 

chosen for medium-width combustion chambers.

•  S (Spray Pattern): The 'S' denotes a Solid Cone pattern. This means the fuel droplets are distributed relatively 

evenly throughout the entire cross-section of the spray cone.



2.1. Spray Pattern Comparison

Selecting the correct spray pattern is dependent on the air pattern of the burner's flame head. The following table

compares common patterns used in industrial settings:



Pattern Designation Type Description Primary Application

S Solid Cone Uniform distribution across 
the cone.

Large burners and long 
combustion chambers.

H Hollow Cone Concentrates droplets on 
the outer edge of the cone.

Burners with a specific air-
shutter design requiring 
central air flow.

B Semi-Solid A hybrid distribution 
pattern.

General purpose 
applications where flame 
shape needs moderate 
stability.

3. Mathematical Modeling and Technical Documentation: The UUS124 
Standard

Technical manuals such as 002336470X UUS124 serve as the authoritative reference for the installation and 

mathematical verification of these components. These documents often include proof drawings—mathematical

representations that ensure the nozzle's dimensions and flow characteristics align with the burner's thermal

requirements.

3.1. Calculating Thermal Output

The thermal output of a combustion system is directly proportional to the nozzle flow rate. The formula for

calculating the Gross Heat Input (GHI) is as follows:

GHI = Flow Rate (GPH) × Heat Value of Fuel (BTU/Gal)

For a standard #2 Fuel Oil (approx. 140,000 BTU/Gal) using a 4.00 GPH nozzle:

GHI = 4.00 × 140,000 = 560,000 BTU/hr

3.2. Adjusting for Operating Pressure

While the 4.00 GPH rating is at 100 PSI, modern burners often operate at 140-150 PSI to improve atomization

quality. The actual flow rate (F2) at a different pressure (P2) can be calculated using the Square Root Law:

F2 = F1 × "�(P2 / P1)

Where F1 is the rated flow (4.00) and P1 is the rated pressure (100). If operating at 145 PSI:

F2 = 4.00 × "�(145 / 100) "H 4.82 GPH

4. Engineering and Material Integrity

The Steinen Nozzle is constructed from high-grade materials to withstand the extreme environment of a burner's 

blast tube. The body is typically machined from Grade 303 Stainless Steelor high-quality brass, while the internal

distributor and orifice disc are often stainless steel to resist erosion and corrosion.

4.1. Components of a Technical Nozzle Assembly

1.  Orifice Disc: The precision-drilled exit point where final atomization occurs.

2.  Distributor: Contains the tangential slots that create the swirl.

3.  Screw Plug: Holds the internal components in place and provides a seal.



4.  Filter/Strainer: A sintered bronze or stainless steel mesh that prevents particulates from clogging the tiny 

orifice.

4.2. Wear Factors and Performance Degradation

Despite their robust construction, nozzles are subject to wear. The high velocity of fuel passing through the orifice 

causes erosive wear, which gradually increases the orifice diameter and changes the spray pattern. Even a 5%

increase in the orifice diameter can lead to a significant drop in combustion efficiency and increased emissions of

carbon monoxide (CO) and soot.

5. Field Implementation and Integration Guide

Successful implementation of a 4.00-60 S nozzle requires strict adherence to technical protocols. Failure to follow

these steps can lead to "pulsing" flames, delayed ignition, or catastrophic burner failure.

5.1. Step-by-Step Installation Procedure

•  De-energize System: Ensure all power to the burner and fuel pumps is disconnected.

•  Access the Nozzle Assembly: Remove the drawer assembly from the burner housing.

•  Inspection: Check the electrode porcelain for cracks and the nozzle adapter for thread damage.

•  Torque Application: Use a nozzle wrench to tighten the new Steinen nozzle. Avoid over-tightening, as this can 

distort the nozzle seat and lead to leaks.

•  Alignment: Set the electrode gap and distance from the nozzle face according to the UUS124 manufacturer 

specifications. Incorrect electrode placement is the leading cause of poor ignition.

5.2. Integration with Combustion Control Systems

Modern industrial boilers utilize Oxygen (O2) Trim systems  to optimize the air-to-fuel ratio. When installing a new 

nozzle, the combustion programmer must be recalibrated. A 4.00 GPH nozzlerequires a specific volume of

combustion air (approximately 1,500 to 2,000 cubic feet of air per gallon of oil) to ensure complete stoichiometric

combustion.

6. Troubleshooting and Case Studies

In industrial settings, mechanical failures are often symptomatic of deeper system issues. Below is a matrix of

common nozzle-related failures and their engineering solutions.



Symptom Probable Cause Technical Solution

Smoky Flame / Soot Improper atomization due to low 
pump pressure or nozzle wear.

Verify pump pressure; replace nozzle 
if it has exceeded 2,000 service hours.

Ignition Delay Nozzle after-drip or incorrect 
electrode setting.

Check the cut-off valve in the fuel 
pump; recalibrate electrode geometry.

Rumbling Noise Spray pattern mismatch with air cone. Switch from Solid (S) to Hollow (H) or 
adjust the static pressure of the 
blower.

Frequent Clogging Contaminated fuel or degraded 
supply lines.

Install a primary 10-micron fuel filter 
upstream of the burner.

6.1. Case Study: Optimization of a 500k BTU Boiler

A textile facility reported increased fuel consumption and uneven heating in their secondary boiler. Upon inspection, 

the existing nozzle (a generic 4.00-60 S) was found to have significant carbon buildup on the face. Using the 

principles outlined in 002336470X UUS124, the engineering team discovered that the pump pressure had been set 

to 160 PSI without adjusting the nozzle size. This resulted in an actual flow rate of nearly 5.1 GPH, exceeding the 

combustion chamber's capacity. By reverting to a genuine Steinen 4.00-60 Sand recalibrating the pressure to 120

PSI, the facility achieved a 12% reduction in fuel costs and stabilized the thermal output.

7. Environmental Impact and Efficiency Standards

The precision of the nozzle directly impacts the environmental footprint of the industrial facility. Incomplete

combustion leads to the release of particulate matter and Nitrogen Oxides (NOx), which are strictly regulated by

environmental agencies. High-quality atomization ensures that the fuel droplets are small enough to burn

completely within the flame zone, minimizing the "quench" effect where cold air prematurely cools the flame,

leading to unburnt hydrocarbons.

7.1. The Future of Nozzle Technology

Emerging research in Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) is allowing manufacturers like Steinen to further 

refine the internal geometries of nozzles. Future iterations of the UUS124standards are expected to incorporate

"smart" nozzle technology, where ultrasonic sensors can detect flow rate variances in real-time, allowing for

automated pump adjustments. This level of precision is essential for the transition toward bio-fuels and synthetic

oils, which often have different viscosity profiles than traditional #2 fuel oil.

The technical sophistication of the 002336470X UUS124 and the mechanical precision of the Steinen 4.00-60 S 

nozzleare emblematic of the rigorous standards required in modern industrial combustion. Maintenance

professionals and thermal engineers must view the nozzle not as a simple commodity, but as a critical calibrated

instrument. Through proper selection based on flow rate, spray angle, and pattern, and by adhering to the

mathematical models of fluid dynamics, facilities can ensure maximum energy extraction with minimal

environmental impact. Regular replacement cycles and strict adherence to technical documentation remain the

best practices for maintaining system integrity and operational longevity.
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