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Introduction to the Kenneth E. Hagin Legacy

Kenneth E. Hagin (1917–2003), often referred to as the "father of the modern faith movement," established a 

theological and institutional framework that has fundamentally altered the landscape of contemporary Charismatic 

Christianity. His teachings, centered on the concepts of faith, healing, and the believer's authority, are not merely 

homiletic exercises but represent a systematic approach to spiritual praxis. This article provides an in-depth 

technical analysis of the Word of Faith doctrine, the structural methodology of Rhema Ministries, and the literary 

impact of Faith Library Publications on global Christian discourse.

Understanding the scope of Hagin’s work requires an examination of his primary vehicle for dissemination: Rhema 

Bible Training Collegeand the massive library of books, CDs, and DVDs that continue to circulate in markets

ranging from the United States to Southeast Asia, including significant distribution hubs in Indonesia. This analysis

will dissect the core mechanics of Hagin's theology, utilizing empirical and categorical frameworks to evaluate its

components.

The Theoretical Framework of 'Rhema' vs. 'Logos'

At the heart of Hagin’s technical teaching is the distinction between two Greek terms for "word": Logos and Rhema

. While traditional theology often uses these interchangeably, Hagin’s framework assigns them specific operational

roles within the believer’s life.

•  Logos: The written, objective, and constant Word of God (the Bible). It serves as the foundational legal 

document of the Christian faith.

•  Rhema: A specific, "quickened" word spoken by the Holy Spirit to an individual in a specific situation. In 

Hagin’s model, the Rhema is the catalyst for the manifestation of faith.

The interaction between these two concepts creates a Functional Faith Model. According to Hagin, faith cannot 

operate in a vacuum; it requires the Logos as a baseline of legal rights and the Rhemaas the operational spark for

specific miracles or answers to prayer. This distinction is critical for practitioners attempting to implement Hagin's

"Formula of Faith."

Technical Analysis of the 'Formula of Faith'

Kenneth E. Hagin popularized a procedural approach to spiritual results, often summarized as "The Four Steps to

Receiving." This can be analyzed as a technical workflow for spiritual manifestation:

1. The Step of Oral Confession ("Say It")

In Hagin’s mechanics, the human spirit is influenced and programmed by the words spoken by the individual. The 

act of confession is not merely a statement of fact but a creative act. This is based on the Law of Faith(Romans

3:27), which Hagin posits as a spiritual law as predictable as the law of gravity.

2. The Step of Execution ("Do It")



Faith without corresponding actions is considered "dead" or non-functional. In a healing context, this might involve

an individual attempting a physical movement they previously could not perform. The technical requirement here is

the alignment of physical behavior with the internal belief system.

3. The Step of Reception ("Receive It")

This is a cognitive and spiritual state where the individual accepts the desired outcome as a present reality before it 

is physically visible. Hagin distinguishes between Mental Assent (agreeing that the Bible is true) and Heart Faith

(believing the outcome is already possessed).

4. The Step of Testimony ("Tell It")

The final stage is the public verification of the result, which serves to solidify the manifestation and provide a social

feedback loop that encourages further application of the faith mechanics.

Core Mechanics: The Substitutionary Atonement and Healing

Hagin’s theology of healing is built upon a specific interpretation of the Atonement. He argues that physical healing

was included in the redemptive work of Christ alongside the forgiveness of sins. The technical breakdown of this

claim relies on an exegesis of Isaiah 53:4-5 and Matthew 8:17.

Table 1: Comparative Analysis of Atonement Perspectives



Feature Traditional Reformed View Hagin’s Word of Faith View

Scope of Atonement Primarily spiritual (Salvation/Sins) Holistic (Spirit, Soul, and Body)

Nature of Healing Providential and Sovereign Covenantal Right of the Believer

Role of the Individual Passive Recipient of Grace Active Participant through Faith

Timing of Manifestation Dependent on God's Will/Timing Available "Now" through Faith

Evaluation of Key Literary Works

Hagin’s influence is largely sustained through his prolific writing. In Indonesia, for instance, his works are accessible 

via retailers like OpenTrolley and various Christian bookstores, often translated into Indonesian to reach a broader 

audience. Key titles include Santapan Iman (Faith Food Devotional) and Doa Menghasilkan Sejahtera(Prayer that

Produces Peace).

Detailed Analysis of 'The Believer’s Authority'

Perhaps Hagin’s most technically significant work is The Believer’s Authority. This book outlines the hierarchy of

spiritual power. Hagin posits that the authority Jesus won over the forces of darkness was delegated to the Church

(the body of believers). The technical execution of this authority involves:

•  Understanding the Legal Standing: The believer must recognize their position "in Christ" as a legal status.

•  Exercising the Command: Using the "Name of Jesus" as a power of attorney to enforce spiritual laws on earth.

•  Resistance to Oppression: A systematic refusal to accept sickness or poverty based on the claim that these 

are illegal infringements on a believer’s rights.

Field Guide to Kenneth Hagin’s Theological Resources

For researchers and students of the Word of Faith movement, the catalog of Faith Library Publicationsprovides a

structured curriculum. The resources are categorized by their technical utility in a believer’s development.

Table 2: Categorization of Faith Library Study Materials



Category Primary Objective Example Titles

Faith Foundations Establishing the mechanism of belief. The Essentials of Faith, What Faith Is

Healing Methodology Practical steps to physical recovery. Healing Belongs to Us, Seven Vital 
Steps to Healing

Prayer Mechanics Optimizing communication with the 
Divine.

The Art of Prayer, Praying to Get 
Results

Pneumatology Understanding the person of the Holy 
Spirit.

The Holy Spirit and His Gifts

Institutional Engineering: Rhema Bible Training College

The sustainability of Hagin’s teachings is ensured by Rhema Bible Training College (RBTC) . Unlike traditional 

seminaries that focus heavily on historical-critical methods, RBTC utilizes a Practitioner-Based Model. The

curriculum is designed to produce "skilled laborers" in the ministry.

The Global Campus Strategy

Rhema’s expansion strategy involves a localized training center model. By establishing campuses in over 50

nations, including Indonesia, the movement ensures that the core mechanics of the Faith teaching are transmitted

without dilution. The training involves not only theological instruction but also practical application in prayer, healing

lines, and administrative ministry leadership.

Case Studies: Application and Troubleshooting

In the practical application of Hagin’s teachings, practitioners often encounter challenges. Hagin addressed these in

his later works, providing "troubleshooting" guides for why faith might seem to fail.

Case Study A: The "Delayed Manifestation" Problem

Scenario: A believer prays for healing according to Hagin’s formula but symptoms persist.Hagin’s Technical 

Solution:Identify whether the individual is in "faith" or "hope." Hope is always in the future; faith is "now." Another

solution involves checking for "love walk" violations (unforgiveness), which Hagin posits as a primary inhibitor to the

mechanical operation of faith (Galatians 5:6).

Case Study B: Mental Assent vs. Heart Faith

Scenario: An individual can quote all the scriptures but sees no results.Technical Diagnosis:This is classified as

"Mental Assent." The information has reached the intellect but has not been integrated into the human spirit. The

solution prescribed is meditation on the Word—repeated vocalization and visualization until the information

transitions from the cognitive to the spiritual layer.

The Economic and Social Impact of the Movement

The distribution of Kenneth Hagin’s books at competitive price points (e.g., Rp75.000 for Santapan Iman) in 

Indonesia highlights the commercial aspect of the ministry. This accessibility is a strategic component of the Word 

of Faith ecosystem. By keeping the cost of entry low, the ministry ensures a high volume of "seeds" (information)

are planted globally.



Furthermore, the movement has had a profound impact on the "Success Gospel" or Prosperity Theology, although 

Hagin himself published The Midas Touchtoward the end of his life to correct what he saw as technical imbalances

and extremes in the teaching of financial prosperity. This demonstrates a self-correcting mechanism within his

leadership, aiming to maintain the integrity of the core faith laws while discouraging greed.

Synthesizing the Hagin Methodology

The influence of Kenneth E. Hagin remains a cornerstone of modern evangelicalism. His contribution was the

systematization of the charismatic experience—taking the "mystical" and providing a structured, procedural, and

almost technical manual for spiritual living. By categorizing the believer’s rights and providing a step-by-step

workflow for the operation of faith, Hagin democratized the miraculous for millions of followers.

The legacy of Rhema and Kenneth Hagin Ministriescontinues to thrive because it provides a clear, actionable

framework in an often ambiguous theological landscape. Whether analyzed through the lens of linguistics (Rhema

vs. Logos), institutional growth (Global RBTC campuses), or literary reach (Faith Library Publications), the Hagin

model remains a definitive study in the power of structured belief systems to effect global religious change. As

seekers continue to look for "Prayers that Produce Peace" and "Faith that Moves Mountains," the technical manuals

authored by Hagin will likely remain essential texts in the charismatic toolkit for decades to come.
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