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The evolution of modern metal guitar is inextricably linked to the technical prowess and melodic sensibilities of 

Avenged Sevenfold (A7X). For practitioners seeking to replicate the intricate dual-lead harmonies and aggressive 

rhythm structures of the band, the Hal Leonard Guitar Play-Along Volume 134serves as a definitive pedagogical

resource. This technical analysis explores the pedagogical methodology of the Play-Along series, the architectural

components of Synyster Gates' signature sound, and the specific mechanical requirements needed to execute the

tracks featured in this volume.

The Pedagogical Framework of Hal Leonard Volume 134

The Guitar Play-Along series is designed to bridge the gap between passive listening and active performance. 

Unlike traditional transcription books, Volume 134 utilizes a multi-sensory approach to instruction. The integration of 

accurate guitar tablaturewith high-quality audio backing tracks allows the learner to internalize the rhythmic

nuances that are often lost in static notation.

The Audio-Visual Integration Model

The core mechanic of this instructional volume relies on two distinct audio versions for every song: a full

demonstration track and a play-along backing track. This dual-stream approach serves several cognitive and

physical development functions:

•  Temporal Synchronization: Playing along with a metronomically precise backing track forces the guitarist to 

develop superior internal timing, moving beyond the flexible tempo of solo practice.

•  Critical Listening: The demonstration track provides a blueprint for articulation, including the subtle use of 

palm muting, pinch harmonics, and pick attack dynamics.

•  Contextual Awareness: By removing the lead guitar from the backing track, the student is forced to occupy the 

sonic space of Synyster Gates or Zacky Vengeance, requiring a deeper understanding of how the guitar interacts 

with the bass and drums.

Core Musical Concepts and Theoretical Foundations

Avenged Sevenfold’s compositions are noted for their departure from standard pentatonic-based metal tropes. To

successfully navigate the material in Volume 134, a guitarist must master several theoretical frameworks frequently

employed by the band.

Harmonic Minor and Phrygian Dominant Textures

A significant portion of the A7X catalog utilizes the Harmonic Minor scale (1, 2, b3, 4, 5, b6, 7). This scale 

provides the "neoclassical" flavor found in tracks like "Afterlife" and "Bat Country." Specifically, the use of the major 

seventh interval creates a high-tension resolution to the tonic, a hallmark of Synyster Gates' soloing style. 

Furthermore, the Phrygian Dominant mode(the 5th mode of the harmonic minor) is used to create exotic, dark

atmospheres over dominant chords.



Dual-Guitar Orchestration

The interplay between Gates and Vengeance is built on the principle of harmonized leads, typically in intervals of

thirds or fifths. This requires not just technical precision but an understanding of diatonically correct harmony. When

practicing with the Play-Along Volume 134, the guitarist must be aware of their role within the harmony: are they

providing the foundation or the melodic extension?

Technical Analysis of Key Compositions

The repertoire included in Volume 134 represents a cross-section of the band’s most technically demanding and

commercially successful work. Below is a breakdown of the technical requirements for specific tracks mentioned in

the study data.

Track Analysis: Almost Easy

"Almost Easy" is a masterclass in aggressive down-picking and syncopation. The main riff requires high-velocity 

palm muting on the low D string (the band typically tunes to Drop D), interspersed with rapid power chord shifts.

The chorus introduces melodic layers that require precise sustain and vibrato control.

Track Analysis: The Stage

Though appearing in later instructional materials and solo lessons, "The Stage" represents the band's evolution 

into progressive metal. The intro solo utilizes rapid alternate pickingand wide-interval skips. Mastering this

requires a relaxed picking hand and meticulous synchronization between the left and right hands to avoid string

noise.



Song Title Primary Technique Focus Difficulty Rating (1-10) Tuning Requirement

Afterlife Sweep Picking / 
Harmonized Leads

9 Drop D

Almost Easy Syncopated Down-picking 7 Drop D

Bat Country Alternate Picking / Dual 
Solos

8 Drop D

Nightmare Arpeggiated Riffs / 
Chromaticism

8 Drop D

Unholy Confessions Metalcore Riffing / Pedal 
Point

6 Drop D

The Synyster Gates Gear Ecosystem

Achieving the tonal accuracy required for these tracks involves more than just technique; it requires an 

understanding of the Signal Chain Architectureused by Synyster Gates. Based on technical data from

Equipboard and rig analyses, the following components are critical.

Signature Instrumentation: The Schecter Synyster Custom

The cornerstone of the Gates sound is his signature Schecter guitar. From a technical standpoint, several features

are non-negotiable for performing the tracks in Volume 134:

•  Sustainiac Stealth PRO: This electromagnetic feedback system allows for infinite sustain, which Gates utilizes 

for cinematic melodic lines and dive-bomb transitions.

•  Floyd Rose 1500 Series Bridge: Essential for the extreme pitch modulation seen in solos. A properly set up 

Floyd Rose is necessary to maintain tuning stability during the aggressive vibrato required in songs like "Afterlife."

•  Seymour Duncan Invader Pickups: These high-output ceramic humbuckers provide the necessary gain 

saturation and low-end clarity needed for Drop D riffing.

Amplification and Digital Processing

Gates has transitioned from traditional tube amplifiers (like the Schecter Hellwin) to sophisticated digital modeling 

environments, primarily the Fractal Audio Axe-Fx. For the home learner using Volume 134, recreating this sound

requires a high-gain British-style voicing with a mid-range boost to ensure lead lines cut through the dense backing

tracks.

Practical Implementation: A Field Guide to Mastery

To extract the maximum value from the Avenged Sevenfold Guitar Play-Along Volume 134, students should follow a

structured, iterative practice routine. Mastery of these complex arrangements cannot be achieved through rote

repetition alone.

Step 1: Rhythmic Deconstruction

Before attempting the lead sections, master the rhythm tracks. A7X songs are rhythmically dense, often featuring

complex kick drum patterns that the guitar must lock into. Use a metronome to practice the riffs at 60% speed,

ensuring every palm-muted note is uniform in attack.



Step 2: Harmonic Isolation

In sections featuring dual harmonies, record yourself playing the secondary harmony and then play the primary

lead over it. This develops your ear for harmony and ensures you are not relying solely on the backing track for

pitch reference.

Step 3: Articulation and Dynamics

The "Avenged Sevenfold sound" relies heavily on aggressive pick attack. Use a heavy gauge pick (1.5mm or

higher) to achieve the percussive 'chunk' required for the rhythm sections. Conversely, for the sweeps and legato

passages, focus on reducing pick depth to minimize resistance.

Troubleshooting Common Technical Hurdles

Even advanced guitarists encounter bottlenecks when approaching Synyster Gates' material. Here are common

failure modes and their technical solutions.

Issue: Lack of Clarity in Fast Alternate Picking

Solution:This is often caused by "pick slanting" issues or excessive tension in the forearm. Ensure the pick is

angled slightly relative to the string to reduce friction. Practice "bursts"—four notes at target speed followed by a

pause—to build fast twitch muscle response without fatigue.

Issue: String Noise During Sweep Picking

Solution:The intro to "Afterlife" requires clean three-string and five-string sweeps. Use the underside of the fretting

hand fingers to mute higher strings and the palm of the picking hand to mute lower strings. This "dual-muting"

technique is essential for high-gain clarity.

Issue: Tuning Instability

Solution:Since most A7X songs use Drop D and heavy tremolo work, ensure the nut is properly lubricated or the

locking nut is tightened. If using the Play-Along CD, ensure your guitar is tuned to A=440Hz, as some older

recordings may have slight pitch drift.

The Evolution of Instruction: From Book/CD to Digital Mastery

The Hal Leonard Volume 134 originally featured a physical Compact Disc, but the industry has moved toward 

digital downloads and streaming interfaces. The modern iteration of this product often includes PLAYBACK+, a

multi-functional audio player that allows the user to slow down audio without changing pitch, set loop points, and

pan left or right. This technological advancement is a significant upgrade for mastering the high-bpm solos found in

the Avenged Sevenfold catalog.

The Comparative Advantage of Structured Play-Alongs



Feature Hal Leonard Play-Along 
Vol. 134

Standard Internet Tabs Video Tutorials (YouTube)

Accuracy High (Professional 
Transcription)

Variable (Community 
Sourced)

Moderate

Audio Context Full Backing Tracks 
Included

None (Usually Silent) Instructional Only

Legal Compliance Fully Licensed Often Infringing Fair Use/Variable

Technique Detail Standard Notation + Tab Tab Only Visual Demonstration

As analyzed in the table, the structured nature of Volume 134 provides a level of accuracy and contextual support

that free resources often lack. For the serious student, the professional licensing ensures that the transcriptions

align with the actual studio performances, rather than an amateur's interpretation.

Synthesizing the Technical Journey

Mastering the compositions of Avenged Sevenfold is a significant milestone for any contemporary guitarist. It

represents the intersection of speed, theoretical complexity, and emotional expression. By utilizing the Guitar Play-

Along Volume 134, practitioners gain access to a disciplined framework that demystifies Synyster Gates' most

intimidating performances.

Success in this endeavor requires more than just manual dexterity; it demands an appreciation for the engineering

of tone and the architecture of song structure. From the high-output pick attack of "Unholy Confessions" to the

neoclassical soaring melodies of "Afterlife," the journey through this volume is a comprehensive education in

modern metal. As the guitarist progresses through the technical workflows outlined—from rhythmic deconstruction

to gear optimization—they do not just learn to play songs; they internalize a professional standard of performance

that is applicable across the entire spectrum of heavy music. The legacy of Avenged Sevenfold, captured within

these pages and tracks, continues to set the benchmark for what is possible on the electric guitar, providing a

rigorous and rewarding challenge for the dedicated musician.
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