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AutoCAD Civil 3D 2015 remains a cornerstone in the evolution of Building Information Modeling (BIM) for civil

engineering. Unlike standard drafting software, Civil 3D introduces an object-oriented approach to infrastructure

design, where data points, surfaces, and alignments are dynamically linked. This technical guide explores the

architectural nuances of the 2015 release, the critical importance of regional localization via Country Kits—

specifically the France Kit—and the systematic workflows required to master civil infrastructure projects.

The Architecture of AutoCAD Civil 3D 2015

At its core, AutoCAD Civil 3D 2015operates on a proprietary data model where objects are reactive. When a

design element is modified, all dependent objects update automatically. This bi-directional associativity is the

software's primary value proposition. For instance, modifying a vertical profile will immediately recalculate

earthwork volumes and update the labels on the plan view.

Core Object Hierarchy

Understanding the software requires a grasp of its object hierarchy. The 2015 version refined how these objects 

interact within the Prospector tab:

•  Points: The foundational data, often imported via COGO (Coordinate Geometry) points.

•  Surfaces: Represented typically as TIN (Triangulated Irregular Network) models, providing the 3D 

topographical context.

•  Alignments: The horizontal 2D geometry representing the centerlines of roads, pipes, or railways.

•  Profiles: The vertical representation of an alignment, showing the elevation of the existing ground and the 

proposed design grade.

•  Corridors: Complex 3D models created by applying an assembly (cross-section) to an alignment and profile.

Theoretical Framework: BIM for Infrastructure

The transition from traditional CAD to Civil 3D 2015 is fundamentally a transition to BIM for Infrastructure. This 

involves moving beyond lines and arcs to data-rich entities. The 2015 edition focused on improving the "Project Life 

Cycle" by enhancing the Data Shortcutmechanism, allowing multiple engineers to work on different aspects of the

same project simultaneously without slowing down the software with bloated file sizes.

The Mathematical Basis of Surfaces

Civil 3D uses the Delaunay Triangulation  algorithm to create surfaces. This ensures that no point lies inside the 

circumcircle of any triangle in the network. This mathematical rigor is essential for accurate volume calculations, 

whether using the Average End Area method or the more precise Prismoidalformula within the Composite

Volume calculation tool.

Technical Analysis of the France Country Kit (Kit de Localisation)



One of the most specific aspects of the provided data is the France Country Kit. Localizing AutoCAD Civil 3D is

not merely about translating the interface; it involves adapting the software to meet specific national engineering

standards and graphical conventions.

The Role of Civil3D-Template2015-FRA.dwt

The Civil3D-Template2015-FRA.dwt is more than a starting file; it is a comprehensive configuration database. It

includes:

•  Standardized Styles: Pre-defined visual styles for points, surfaces, and parcels that align with French drafting 

standards.

•  Labeling Sets: Automated annotation for slopes, curvatures, and stationing that follow European metric 

conventions.

•  Pay Item Lists: Localization for quantity takeoff (QTO) based on regional cost databases.

Standard Representation and Usage

In the French context, the Kit de localisationensures that roadway assemblies follow specific "normes et usages

français." This includes predefined curb heights, drainage slopes, and sidewalk widths that comply with French

urban planning regulations. For engineers, this reduces the manual setup time by approximately 40% compared to

using the generic Global template.

Core Mechanics: Step-by-Step Design Workflow

To execute a project in AutoCAD Civil 3D 2015, a structured workflow must be followed. This ensures data integrity

and minimizes computational errors.

1. Data Acquisition and Survey Integration

The process begins with the Survey Database. Users must define a survey prefix library to automate the creation

of linework. By importing field data (ASCII, LandXML, or SDR files), Civil 3D identifies point codes and

automatically draws breaklines, which are crucial for defining the "folds" in a surface model.

2. Horizontal and Vertical Alignment Design

Alignments are created using the Alignment Layout Tools . The 2015 version supports advanced curve types, 

including spirals and compound curves. Once the horizontal path is established, a Surface Profile is sampled from 

the existing ground. The Layout Profileis then designed, incorporating vertical curves (parabolic or circular) based

on K-value standards for sight distance and comfort.

3. Assembly and Corridor Modeling

An Assembly acts as a template for a cross-section. It is composed of Subassemblies (lanes, curbs, gutters, 

ditches). In Civil 3D 2015, the Subassembly Composer allows for the creation of custom, parametric cross-

sections using logical flowcharts. The Corridorthen sweeps this assembly along the alignment and profile,

targeting the existing ground surface to create 3D grading (daylighting).

Comparison and Evaluation: Documentation and Training Resources

Choosing the right instructional material is vital for professional proficiency. The following table compares the

primary technical manuals mentioned in the research data.



Resource Title Target Audience Primary Focus Format

ASCENT Fundamentals Beginners/Intermediate Core tasks, workflow-
based learning, basic 
survey processes.

Structured Manual (PDF/
Print)

Autodesk Official Press 
(Essentials)

Certification Seekers Official exam topics, full-
color visual aids, core 
features.

Book / Digital

A Practical Guide 
(Autodesk)

Practitioners Real-world implementation, 
"build instructions" 
philosophy.

Digital Manual

Infratech Civil Course Self-Paced Learners Video-based training with 
downloadable reference 
books.

Online Course

Practical Implementation: Modifying Language and Environments

Large-scale engineering firms often operate across borders, necessitating the use of different language packs or

the modification of the user interface (UI) to suit specific regional requirements.

Installing Language Packs

AutoCAD Civil 3D 2015 supports Language Packs, which allow the user to run the software in a different language 

without a full reinstallation of the core engine. This is handled via the Autodesk Accounts portalor through the

LPE (Language Pack Executive) installer. Once installed, users can launch the software using a specific desktop

shortcut that targets the language-specific resource DLLs.

Identifying Version and Build

Before applying Service Packs (SPs) or Country Kits, it is critical to verify the build. This is done by typing ABOUT 

in the command line. For the 2015 version, ensuring you have the latest Service Pack 2is essential for stability,

particularly when dealing with large surface models or complex corridor frequency settings.

Field Guide: Troubleshooting Common Failures

Even for experienced users, Civil 3D 2015 presents specific operational challenges. Below are common failure

modes and their technical solutions.

Broken Data Shortcuts

Problem: Objects in the Prospector tab appear with a broken link icon, often due to file renaming or server path 

changes.Solution: Use the Data Shortcuts Editor(a standalone tool provided with the installation). This allows for

the bulk re-pathing of XML source files without opening every individual DWG.

Surface Inaccuracy (Spikes and Holes)

Problem: The TIN surface shows unrealistic vertical spikes.Solution: Check for points with zero elevation (0.00). 

Use the Surface Style to display "Directions" and use the Delete Line or Modify Pointtools within the Surface

Edit menu to prune erroneous data.

Corridor Targeting Errors



Problem: The corridor fails to "daylight" or find the existing ground surface.Solution: Open the Target Mapping

dialog. Ensure that the Subassembly is correctly assigned to the "Existing Ground" surface. Verify that the

alignment and profile extend long enough to cover the entire corridor region.

Mathematical Model: Earthwork Volume Calculation

Civil 3D 2015 utilizes the Prismoidal Formula for higher accuracy in volume reports. The formula is expressed as:

V = (L / 6) * (A1 + 4Am + A2)

Where:

  V: Volume.

  L: Distance between the two cross-sections.

  A1 & A2: Areas of the two end sections.

  Am: Area of a section midway between A1 and A2.

By automating this at every station of a corridor, the software provides a massive leap in accuracy over manual

planimeter methods used in traditional 2D CAD.

Operational Sustainability and Project Management

Managing a Civil 3D project requires strict adherence to folder structures. The 2015 version introduced improved 

Project Folders where Data Shortcuts, Survey Databases, and Sheet Set Manager (DST) files should reside in a 

unified root directory. This structure ensures that as projects scale—for example, a 20km highway project—the 

software performance remains manageable by only loading necessary data via External References (XREFs) and 

Data References (DREFs).

The integration of the France Country Kitfurther enhances this by providing a unified environment where all team

members use the same symbols and styles, reducing the risk of graphical discrepancies during the final plotting

and submission phase. The "Lisez-Moi" (Read-Me) file included with these kits contains vital information regarding

the specific build requirements and any known limitations of the localized tools.

Ultimately, the mastery of AutoCAD Civil 3D 2015 depends on a deep understanding of its dynamic nature. By

leveraging localized kits, adhering to structured workflows, and utilizing professional manuals like those from

ASCENT or Autodesk Official Press, engineers can produce highly accurate, BIM-compliant designs that stand up

to the rigors of modern infrastructure demands. The software's ability to turn complex mathematical models into

actionable construction instructions remains its most powerful feature, bridging the gap between theoretical

engineering and physical reality.
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