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In the landscape of secondary education assessment, particularly within the Curriculum and Assessment Policy 

Statement (CAPS) and similar international frameworks, Paper 3 (Writing)represents the pinnacle of linguistic

production. Unlike Paper 1 (Language in Context) or Paper 2 (Literature), which focus on analysis and decoding,

Paper 3 demands the synthetic application of grammatical precision, stylistic nuance, and structural logic. This

article provides an exhaustive technical breakdown of the writing requirements for both English Home Language

(HL) and Afrikaans First Additional Language (FAL), exploring the mechanical frameworks required to excel in

creative and transactional writing tasks.

Theoretical Framework of the Writing Process

Writing is not a singular event but a recursive cognitive process. For the purposes of high-stakes examinations like

the 12th-grade finals, this process is formalized into a technical workflow designed to mitigate cognitive load and

maximize output quality. The standard 150-minute (2.5 hours) examination timeframe necessitates a disciplined

adherence to the following algorithmic stages:

•  Stage 1: Decoding and Selection (10 Minutes): Identifying the key directives in the prompt (e.g., 'describe', 

'argue', 'narrate') and selecting a topic that aligns with the candidate's lexical strengths.

•  Stage 2: Conceptual Mapping (20 Minutes): Utilizing mind maps or linear outlines to establish the Macro-

Structure (the overarching argument or plot) and Micro-Structure (paragraph-level cohesion).

•  Stage 3: Generative Drafting (80 Minutes): The translation of conceptual maps into formal prose, focusing on 

sentence variety and register consistency.

•  Stage 4: Technical Refinement (40 Minutes): A dual-pass review focusing first on structural integrity (logical 

flow) and second on mechanical accuracy (spelling, punctuation, and concord).

Core Mechanics of Section A: Creative Writing

Section A generally requires an essay of 400–450 words (Home Language) or 200–250 words (First Additional

Language). This section evaluates the candidate’s ability to sustain a coherent narrative or argumentative arc while

maintaining a high level of linguistic sophistication.

Typology of Essay Genres

Success in Section A is predicated on understanding the specific structural demands of different essay genres.

Each genre requires a distinct rhetorical strategy and tonal palette.



Essay Genre Primary Objective Key Linguistic Markers Structural Requirement

Narrative To tell a story with a 
specific conflict and 
resolution.

Past tense, descriptive 
adjectives, dialogue, 
chronological pacing.

Introduction (Exposition), 
Complication, Climax, 
Resolution.

Descriptive To evoke a sensory 
experience of a person, 
place, or object.

Present or past tense, 
metaphors, similes, 
sensory imagery.

Spatial or thematic 
organization; avoids plot-
driven action.

Argumentative To persuade the reader 
toward a specific viewpoint.

Modal verbs (must, 
should), rhetorical 
questions, emotive 
language.

Thesis statement, body 
paragraphs with evidence, 
counter-argument, 
conclusion.

Discursive To provide a balanced 
examination of multiple 
perspectives.

Logical connectives 
(however, conversely), 
objective tone.

Balanced presentation of 
'for' and 'against' before 
reaching a synthesis.

Reflective To explore personal growth 
or subjective reactions to 
an idea.

First-person perspective, 
introspective verbs 
(realized, pondered).

Subjective exploration; 
often uses a prompt as a 
catalyst for memory.

The S.C.L. Grading Model

Examiners utilize a standardized rubric that can be mathematically modeled as the S.C.L. (Structure, Content, 

Language) score. This model ensures objective assessment across thousands of scripts.

1.  Content (40-50%): Evaluates the originality of the idea and its relevance to the prompt. In high-level scripts, 

content must be 'striking' and show 'mature insight.'

2.  Language and Style (30-40%): Measures the range of vocabulary, sentence construction (simple, compound, 

complex), and the overall 'voice' of the piece. For Afrikaans FAL, this includes the correct use of STOMPI (Subject, 

Time, Object, Manner, Place, Infinitive) word order.

3.  Structure (10-20%): Assesses the logical sequencing of paragraphs and the effectiveness of transitions. A 

technical requirement often overlooked is the Topic Sentence, which serves as the anchor for each paragraph's 

internal logic.

Section B and C: Transactional Texts

Transactional writing is functional and goal-oriented. These texts are categorized based on their length and

complexity. Category B often involves longer texts (120-150 words) like formal letters or reports, while Category C

involves shorter texts (80-100 words) like advertisements or diary entries.

Technical Specifications for High-Frequency Formats

Transactional texts are marked heavily on Format. Failure to adhere to the technical layout of a specific text type

can result in significant mark deductions, regardless of the quality of the writing.

1. The Formal Letter

The formal letter remains a cornerstone of Paper 3. Its technical requirements include:

•  Sender's Address: Top right, without punctuation (modern block style).

•  Date: Written in full (e.g., 15 August 2026) below the sender's address.

•  Recipient's Designation and Address: Aligned to the left margin.



•  Salutation: 'Dear Sir/Madam' or 'Dear Mr. [Surname]'.

•  Subject Line: Bold or underlined, summarizing the purpose of the letter.

•  Closing: 'Yours faithfully' (if recipient is unknown) or 'Yours sincerely' (if known).

2. The Curriculum Vitae (CV) and Cover Letter

In the context of examination, the CV is often paired with a cover letter. The CV must be organized into logical

headers: Personal Details, Educational Qualifications, Work Experience, and References. The cover letter must

follow the formal letter format but focus on the 'selling' of specific competencies relative to a job advertisement

provided in the prompt.

3. Obituaries and Formal Reports

An obituary requires a specific solemnity of register. It must include the full name of the deceased, date of passing, 

a summary of their life achievements, and details regarding the memorial service. Conversely, a formal report must 

utilize a neutral, objective tone, organized under sub-headings such as Introduction, Findings, and 

Recommendations.

Advanced Analysis: The Afrikaans FAL Nuance

Writing in a First Additional Language (FAL) introduces unique technical constraints. In Afrikaans Paper 3, 

candidates are often penalized for 'Anglicisms' (direct translations from English that violate Afrikaans idiom). To 

mitigate this, candidates must master the Tye (Tenses) and Voegwoorde (Conjunctions).

The 'STOMPI' Mathematical Constraint

In Afrikaans, sentence construction follows a rigid sequence. Any deviation is considered a grammatical error. The

formula is as follows:

Subject + Verb 1 + Time + Object + Manner + Place + Verb 2 + Infinitive

Understanding this sequence is critical for Section A essays. A common failure mode for FAL students is the

'English-thinking' error, where the Object is placed before the Time, or Verb 2 is omitted at the end of the sentence.

Vocabulary Optimization for FAL

Candidates are encouraged to utilize 'Trefwoorde' (power words) and 'Idiome'(idioms) to elevate their mark from

the 'Adequate' (Level 4) to the 'Outstanding' (Level 7) range. However, these must be used with precision; a

misplaced idiom can obscure meaning and lead to a reduction in the 'Content' score.

Practical Implementation: Examination Strategy

To achieve a distinction in Paper 3, a candidate must move beyond mere 'correctness' into the realm of

'sophistication.' This requires a strategic approach to the examination paper.

The 15-Minute 'Choice Logic'

Many students fail because they choose a topic based on interest rather than lexical capacity. A technical

assessment of a topic should involve:

•  Lexical Audit: Do I have the specialized vocabulary to describe this topic in detail?

•  Tonal Comfort: Can I maintain the required register (e.g., the irony required for a satirical piece or the gravitas 

for an obituary)?

•  Structural Feasibility: Does this topic lend itself to a clear beginning, middle, and end within the word limit?



Time Allocation Matrix



Section Task Type Word Count (HL/FAL) Recommended Time

Section A Essay 450 / 250 words 80 Minutes

Section B Long Transactional 180 / 120 words 40 Minutes

Section C Short Transactional 100 / 80 words 30 Minutes

Case Studies: Common Failure Modes and Solutions

Analyzing past examination performances reveals recurring patterns of technical failure. Addressing these

proactively is essential for academic success.

Case Study 1: The 'Content-Gap' in Narrative Essays

Problem:A student writes a narrative essay that is linguistically sound but lacks a 'climax' or 'resolution,' leading to

a plateau in the Content mark (Level 3 or 4).

Solution: Implementation of the Freytag’s Pyramidmodel. Candidates must consciously plan the 'Inciting

Incident' and the 'Falling Action' before they begin writing the introduction. The resolution must provide a thematic

'closure' that links back to the original prompt.

Case Study 2: Register Inconsistency in Formal Writing

Problem:In a formal letter of complaint, the candidate uses slang or overly emotional language (e.g., 'I am super

mad').

Solution: The Professional Distance Technique . Students should be taught to use passive voice (e.g., 'It was

observed that...' instead of 'I saw...') and formal modal verbs to maintain an objective, authoritative stance. This

ensures the 'Style' criteria of the rubric are met at a high level.

Case Study 3: The Afrikaans 'Engfal' Problem

Problem:A student writes an Afrikaans essay using English syntax and word choice (e.g., using 'dan' instead of

'toe' for past tense 'then').

Solution: The Grammar-Check Overlay. During the Stage 4 Technical Refinement, students should specifically

scan for 'Past Tense Markers' (het... ge-V) and ensure that 'toe' is used only for specific past events, while 'dan' is

reserved for future/habitual actions.

Synthesis and Broader Implications

The mastery of Paper 3 Writing is not merely an academic exercise; it is the development of a critical life skill. The

ability to articulate complex narratives and adhere to the rigorous formats of transactional communication is a

prerequisite for professional success in the 21st-century global economy. By viewing the writing process through a

technical lens—utilizing specific models like STOMPI for Afrikaans or the SCL rubric for overall assessment—

candidates can transform writing from an intimidating creative hurdle into a structured, manageable, and high-

scoring technical task.

Ultimately, the difference between a mediocre script and an exceptional one lies in the details of the Revision 

Phase. A student who meticulously checks for concord, punctuation, and logical flow during the final 40 minutes of



the exam will almost always outperform the student who finishes early. The Paper 3 exam is a test of endurance as

much as it is a test of skill, requiring sustained focus and the precise application of linguistic frameworks from the

first paragraph to the final signature.
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