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The global transition toward renewable energy has necessitated the development of increasingly large multi-

megawatt wind turbines. As rotor diameters surpass the 150-meter mark and hub heights reach unprecedented 

levels, the engineering precision required for measurement campaigns has evolved from simple anemometry to 

complex, multi-sensor data acquisition strategies. A measurement campaign is not merely a data-gathering 

exercise; it is the fundamental precursor to financial viability assessments, turbine design validation, and 

operational optimization. This technical analysis explores the methodologies, standards, and advanced 

technologies utilized in modern wind measurement campaigns, drawing from current industry standards such as 

IEC 61400-12-1 and state-of-the-art research in wake steering and floating offshore aerodynamics.

The Strategic Importance of Measurement Campaigns in Wind Energy

For project developers and OEMs (Original Equipment Manufacturers), the measurement campaign serves as the 

'single source of truth' for a wind farm's lifecycle. These campaigns are designed to characterize the wind resource 

at a specific site or to verify the power curve performance of a specific turbine model. Without high-fidelity data, the 

uncertainty in Annual Energy Production (AEP) estimates increases, which directly impacts the Weighted Average 

Cost of Capital (WACC) and the overall bankability of a project.

Measurement campaigns are typically divided into several phases: the prospecting phase, the pre-construction

assessment, and the post-construction performance verification. Each phase requires different tools and levels of

precision. On a multi-megawatt scale, even a 1% error in wind speed measurement can lead to a 3% error in power

estimation, highlighting the need for rigorous calibration and adherence to international standards.

The Theoretical Framework: Power Performance and Aerodynamics

To understand the depth of a measurement campaign, one must first grasp the core mathematical relationship

governing wind energy extraction. The power (P) available in the wind is defined by the following equation:

P = ½ × <�
r��
r�k2
r�7�

Where:<��…&†ò“  Air density (kg/m³), which varies with temperature and altitude.A: Swept area of the rotor (<�+"’àv: 

Wind velocity (m/s).Cp: Power coefficient, representing the turbine's efficiency (limited by the Betz Law to 59.3%).

Because power is proportional to the cube of the wind speed (v³), the measurement campaign's primary focus is 

the reduction of uncertainty in the wind speed variable. On large rotors, the wind speed is not uniform across the 

swept area due to wind shear and veer. This necessitates the measurement of the 'Wind Profile' rather than a

single-point hub height measurement.

Designing a Measurement Campaign for Multi-Megawatt Turbines

Designing a campaign for a large-rotor turbine involves selecting the right mix of hardware, defining the sensor 

layout, and ensuring data sovereignty. Key tools reviewed in recent literature (such as Eliassen, 2015) emphasize 



the shift from traditional meteorological (Met) masts to integrated solutions involving LIDAR (Light Detection and 

Ranging).

Met Masts vs. Remote Sensing Devices (RSD)

While Met Masts have long been the industry standard, their cost and height limitations make them challenging for

modern turbines with hub heights exceeding 120 meters. LIDAR systems, both ground-based and nacelle-

mounted, have become indispensable. Ground-based LIDAR uses the Doppler shift of laser light reflected off

atmospheric aerosols to measure wind speeds at multiple heights simultaneously, reaching up to 200 or 300

meters.



Feature Meteorological Mast (Met Mast) LIDAR / SODAR (Remote Sensing)

Max Height Limited (typically 80-100m) High (up to 300m+)

Cost High (Installation and Permitting) Medium (Equipment cost vs. 
portability)

Data Precision Direct physical measurement Derived via Doppler shift (requires 
calibration)

Mobility Fixed location Highly portable / Deployable offshore

Standard Compliance IEC 61400-12-1 (Full) IEC 61400-12-1 (Accepted with mast)

The MCP Technique: Measure-Correlate-Predict

As noted in the studies by Miguel (2019), the MCP techniqueis essential for hindcasting wind resources. Since a

measurement campaign usually lasts 12 to 24 months, it represents only a snapshot in time. MCP allows engineers

to correlate short-term site data with long-term reference data from nearby weather stations or reanalysis datasets

(such as ERA5). This correlation creates a statistically significant long-term wind climate profile, reducing the risk of

basing a multi-million dollar investment on an 'anomaly year'.

Technical Standards: IEC 61400-12-1 and Power Verification

Verification of wind turbine performance must follow the IEC 61400-12-1 standard. This document outlines the 

requirements for measuring the power curve of a wind turbine. The 2017 revision of this standard significantly 

increased the emphasis on wind shear and turbulence intensity.

Key Procedural Requirements

1.  Anemometer Calibration: All sensors must be calibrated in a wind tunnel before and after the campaign to 

account for 'sensor drift'.

2.  Terrain Analysis: A site calibration is required if the terrain is complex (steep slopes or forestry) to determine 

the flow correction factors between the measurement location and the turbine location.

3.  Data Filtering: Measurements must be filtered to exclude periods of turbine downtime, icing on sensors, or 

wake interference from neighboring turbines.

4.  Measurement Sectors: As suggested by Hunter (2001), campaigns should focus on 10° sectors with a 

minimum measurement period of 24 hours per sector across a wind speed range of 4-16 m/s to ensure statistical 

convergence.

Wake Steering and Control Optimization

Modern measurement campaigns, such as those conducted at NREL (National Renewable Energy Laboratory), 

now focus on Wake Steering. When wind passes through a turbine, it creates a 'wake' of slower, more turbulent air.

This wake reduces the energy available to downstream turbines and increases structural fatigue.

The FLORIS Model and T3 Analysis

Research by Fleming (2019) utilizes the FLORIS (FLOw Redirection and Induction in Steady State)model to

optimize wind farm layouts. By purposefully misaligning a turbine (yaw steering) with the incoming wind, the wake

can be 'pushed' away from downstream units. Measurement campaigns for wake steering involve high-resolution



scanning LIDARs that visualize the wake deficit in real-time. This allows for the calculation of energy ratios by wind

direction, demonstrating that the collective power gain of the farm can outweigh the individual power loss of the

steered turbine.

The FOCAL Experiment: Floating Offshore Challenges

Offshore wind, specifically floating offshore wind, introduces a new dimension of complexity: platform motion. The

FOCAL (Floating Offshore-wind and Controls Advanced Laboratory) experiment focuses on how the pitch, roll, and

heave of a floating platform affect aerodynamic performance. In these measurement campaigns, motion-

compensation algorithms are critical. Sensors must distinguish between true wind speed fluctuations and the

relative wind speed changes caused by the movement of the turbine itself.

Advanced Scaling Approaches

Scaling a multi-megawatt turbine for experimental campaigns (such as those summarized by Kimball, 2022) 

involves Froude scaling. This ensures that the relationship between gravitational and inertial forces remains

consistent between the model and the full-scale prototype. This is vital for testing control systems that must

mitigate the structural loads of large rotors in deep-sea environments.

Noise Measurement Campaigns

Beyond power and wind speed, acoustic impact is a critical regulatory hurdle. Noise measurement campaigns 

follow separate protocols to ensure turbines meet local environmental regulations. These campaigns measure 

Sound Power Levels (Lw) as a function of wind speed at the hub height.

Methodology for Noise Assessment

•  Microphone Placement: Placed at specific distances (usually R + H, where R is rotor radius and H is hub 

height) on acoustic boards to minimize ground reflection.

•  Synchronized Logging: Acoustic data must be time-synchronized with SCADA data (RPM, pitch angle, power 

output) to correlate noise peaks with specific operational modes.

•  Background Noise Correction: Measurements are taken when the turbine is parked to establish a baseline of 

environmental noise (wind through trees, traffic, etc.).

Comparison of Data Acquisition Systems (DAQ)

The robustness of a campaign depends on the DAQ system's ability to handle high-frequency data (up to 20Hz for

turbulence analysis) while operating in harsh environments.



Metric Standard DAQ High-Frequency Research DAQ

Sampling Rate 1 Hz (Average) 10 - 50 Hz

Practical Implementation: A Step-by-Step Field Guide

Executing a measurement campaign on a large-scale turbine requires a multidisciplinary approach involving civil

engineering, data science, and electrical engineering. The following steps outline the typical workflow:

Step 1: Site Assessment and Permitting

Before deploying any equipment, the site's 'roughness' and 'orography' must be analyzed. Permitting for a 100m+

Met Mast can take months, whereas a LIDAR deployment may only require a small land-lease agreement and a

secure perimeter.

Step 2: Instrumentation and Redundancy

Install primary and secondary sensors. For a large rotor, the minimum instrumentation includes:Two Class A 

Anemometers at hub height.Wind vanes at multiple levels to measure veer.Barometric pressure, temperature, and 

humidity sensors for air density calculation.A Nacelle-mounted LIDARto verify the 'Inflow' conditions directly at

the rotor face.

Step 3: Data Quality Gap Analysis

Once the campaign begins, 'Data Availability' is the most important KPI. High-quality campaigns target >95%

availability. Automated scripts should be used to flag 'frozen' sensors, inconsistent readings (e.g., wind direction not

moving), or 'flatlines' in data.

Step 4: Power Curve Mapping

Using the Method of Bins (as per IEC 61400-12-1), the wind speed and power data are grouped into 0.5 m/s bins.

For each bin, the average power and standard deviation are calculated. This results in the 'Measured Power Curve',

which is then compared to the 'Manufacturer’s Warranted Power Curve'.

Common Failure Modes and Troubleshooting

Despite careful planning, measurement campaigns often encounter technical hurdles that can jeopardize data

integrity.

•  Icing: In cold climates, non-heated anemometers will stall, leading to 'missing data'. Solution: Use ultrasonic 

heated sensors or high-quality heated cup anemometers.

•  Mast Shadowing: If the anemometer is placed too close to the mast, the structure itself blocks the wind. 

Solution: Ensure booms are at least 6-8 times the mast diameter in length and oriented toward the prevailing wind.

•  Flow Distortion: On the nacelle, the rotor blades disturb the wind before it hits the sensors. Solution: Use 

Nacelle LIDAR or apply transfer functions derived from wind tunnel testing.

The Future of Measurement: Digital Twins and Machine Learning

The next frontier in wind measurement is the integration of physical sensor data with Digital Twins . By feeding real-

time campaign data into a high-fidelity CFD (Computational Fluid Dynamics) model, operators can predict

structural fatigue and component failure before they occur. Machine learning algorithms are now being trained to

identify 'performance drift'—where a turbine slowly loses efficiency due to blade degradation or sensor



misalignment—by comparing current data against historical measurement campaign baselines.

As we scale to 15MW and 20MW turbines, the measurement campaign will transition from being a 'project phase'

to a 'continuous monitoring state'. The insights gained from experiments like FOCAL and wake steering analysis

(FLORIS) will be standard features in the next generation of smart wind farms, ensuring that every gust of wind is

captured with maximum efficiency and minimum mechanical stress.

In conclusion, the measurement campaign remains the bedrock of wind energy engineering. From the initial site

assessment using MCP techniques to the final power performance verification and the advanced implementation of

wake steering, these methodologies ensure that large-scale wind energy remains a reliable, predictable, and

profitable component of the global energy mix. The evolution of standards and the adoption of remote sensing

technologies represent a maturing industry capable of conquering the technical challenges of the world's most

demanding environments.
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