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In the landscape of contemporary literature, few works bridge the gap between traditional occultism and modern 

metropolitan sociology as effectively as Kate Griffin’s A Madness of Angels. Published in 2009, this seminal work 

serves as the foundation for the Matthew Swift series, a collection that redefined the Urban Fantasy genre by 

treating the city not merely as a backdrop, but as a living, breathing source of arcane energy. For scholars of the 

genre and technical writers specializing in narrative architecture, Griffin’s work presents a complex case study in 

world-building mechanics, collective consciousness, and the transmutation of urban detritus into magical utility.

The Resurrection of Matthew Swift: A Theoretical Framework

The narrative begins with the anomalous return of Matthew Swift, a sorcerer who had been deceased for two 

years following a confrontation with his mentor, Robert James Bakker. Unlike traditional resurrection tropes found in 

high fantasy, Swift’s return is an emergent phenomenon. He is not merely himself; he is the host for the Blue 

Electric Angels—the personified consciousness of London’s electronic and telephonic noise. This duality creates

a unique psychological and technical framework for the protagonist, characterized by a 'we' rather than an 'I'

perspective.

The Duality of the Blue Electric Angels

To understand the technical nature of Swift’s existence, one must analyze the composition of the Angels. They are 

the sum total of the city's communication: every phone call, every text message, and every data packet traveling 

through fiber-optic cables. In Griffin’s universe, information density directly correlates with magical potency. The 

Angels represent a distributed network of consciousnessthat has localized within a human vessel to

experience and protect its source: the city itself.

Core Mechanics of Urban Magic

Griffin’s magic system deviates from the 'Hermetic' or 'Vancian' models common in fantasy. Instead, it utilizes 

Urban Mysticism, where the source of power is the collective life of the inhabitants and the infrastructure of the

city. Below is a breakdown of the primary operational principles.

The Law of Urban Resonance

Magic in the Matthew Swift universe is governed by what can be termed the Law of Urban Resonance. This

principle states that an object’s magical utility is derived from its commonality and its history within the urban

ecosystem. A discarded oyster card, a rusted key, or a used cigarette filter carries more 'charge' than a traditional

wand or staff because it is saturated with the intent and movement of thousands of people.

Operational Spells and Procedures

The technical execution of magic by Swift and his contemporaries involves tapping into specific city subsystems.

Some of the most notable procedures include:

•  Telephonic Relocation: Utilizing the telephone network to dematerialize and reappear at a different node 

(handset). This requires the practitioner to understand the frequency of the 'dial tone' as a fundamental harmonic of 



the city.

•  Electric Warding: Drawing upon the national grid to create barriers. The efficacy of these wards is measured 

in Amperes (A) and Volts (V), rather than purely spiritual strength, highlighting the intersection of physics and 

sorcery.

•  The Sight: A sensory overlay that allows the sorcerer to see the 'glitter' of the city—the trails of energy left by 

commuters and the ghosts of dead conversations.

Technical Breakdown: Traditional vs. Urban Sorcery

The conflict in A Madness of Angelsoften centers on the tension between the 'old guard'—represented by Robert

James Bakker—and the 'new' magic of the streets. The following table provides a side-by-side comparison of these

two distinct magical methodologies.



Feature Traditional Sorcery (Bakker Model) Urban Sorcery (Swift Model)

Energy Source Celestial alignments, ancient ley lines, 
blood sacrifice.

The National Grid, public transit 
movement, data flow.

Catalysts Rare herbs, gems, silver, incense. Graffiti, discarded electronics, subway 
tokens.

Philosophy Control and dominance over nature. Symbiosis and synchronization with 
the city.

Scalability Limited by individual ritual capacity. Scales with urban population density 
and technology.

Stability High; predictable ritual outcomes. Low; volatile and subject to city 
'moods'.

The Architecture of the Supernatural London

Griffin meticulously constructs a Metropolitan Hierarchythat mirrors the social stratification of London. This

hierarchy is not just a plot device but a technical requirement for the city’s stability.

The Beggar King and the Shadow Economy

The Beggar King acts as the central node for the city’s information network. He is not a king in the monarchical 

sense but an Information Aggregator. Every secret told on a street corner, every piece of gossip dropped by a 

vagrant, eventually reaches him. From a technical perspective, the Beggar King is a human databasewith a

recursive search algorithm fueled by the city's marginalized population.

The Last Train: A Temporal Anomaly

The 'Last Train' is a recurring motif and a physical entity within the London Underground. It represents the liminal 

spacebetween the day and the night. It functions as a transit system for the supernatural, operating on a schedule

that ignores standard Euclidean geometry. To catch the Last Train, a practitioner must align their personal

chronometry with the 'heartbeat' of the London transport system.

Case Study: The Resurrection of Matthew Swift (A Failure Mode Analysis)

In analyzing the event that triggers the novel, we can apply a Root Cause Analysis (RCA)to the failure of

Matthew Swift’s initial death and his subsequent 'corruption' by the Blue Electric Angels.

1.  Primary Event: Robert James Bakker kills Matthew Swift using a high-level dissolution spell.

2.  Failure of Dissolution: The spell was designed to erase Swift’s soul. However, the spell occurred in a high-

density urban environment during a peak 'data surge'.

3.  System Intervention: The city’s collective consciousness (the Angels) recognized a void in the local data field.

4.  Resolution: The Angels integrated their collective data into Swift’s cooling synapses, creating a hybrid 

biological-digital entity. This was not a resurrection in the biological sense, but a 'restore from backup' using a 

corrupted, yet powerful, data set.

Mathematical Models of Urban Magic

While Kate Griffin uses lyrical prose, the underlying logic suggests a mathematical relationship between the 



sorcerer and the environment. We can propose the Urban Potency Equation (UPE):

P = (D × I) / L

Where:P = Potency of the spell.D = Population Density (the number of living souls contributing to the local 'hum').I 

= Infrastructure Connectivity (the number of active electrical and data nodes in the vicinity).L= Liminality (the

distance from the city center; as L increases, P decreases).

This model explains why Swift is nearly omnipotent in central London but loses significant power when traveling to

rural areas, a recurring challenge in the series.

The Matthew Swift Series: Comprehensive Bibliography

For readers and analysts looking to explore the full trajectory of this world-building, the following order is 

recommended. The series is often referred to as the Blue Electric Angels Series.



Volume Title Primary Theme Key Entity Introduced

1 A Madness of Angels Resurrection and 
Vengeance

The Blue Electric Angels

2 The Midnight Mayor Governance and Duty The Midnight Mayor of 
London

3 The Neon Court War and Diplomacy The Neon Court (Fae 
equivalents)

4 The Minority Council Growth and Corruption The Minority Council

C1 Magicals Anonymous Rehabilitation The Support Group for the 
Supernatural

Practical Implementation: A Field Guide for Readers

Approaching A Madness of Angelsrequires a shift in literary consumption. To fully appreciate the technical depth,

readers should follow these steps:

1. Analytical Mapping

Trace Matthew Swift’s movements through a map of London. Griffin uses real locations (Blackfriars, the Tower, 

various Tube stations). Notice how the magical intensity peaks at locations of historical and infrastructural 

significance. This is Geospatial World-Building at its finest.

2. Linguistic Analysis

Observe the shift in pronouns. Swift’s transition from 'I' to 'We' is not just a stylistic choice; it tracks his integration 

levelswith the Angels. When he is under duress, the 'We' becomes more prominent, indicating the Angels taking

control of the hardware (the body) to ensure survival.

3. The 'Trash' Audit

Pay close attention to the descriptions of objects. In this world, the value of an item is inversely proportional to its 

'newness'. The technical writer should note how Griffin assigns attributesto mundane objects, turning them into

'magical hardware'.

Troubleshooting Common Misconceptions

Critics often mistake the Matthew Swift series for standard 'Urban Fantasy' fare involving vampires or werewolves.

However, a technical analysis reveals several 'failure modes' in this common interpretation:

•  Error: Magic is a hidden 'secret world'. Reality: Magic is the literal functioning of the city. It is not hidden; it is 

simply too ubiquitous for the uninitiated to see.

•  Error: The Angels are religious entities. Reality: The 'Angels' are a misnomer used by Swift. They are secular, 

technological, and sociological constructs of the information age.

•  Error: Matthew Swift is a standard hero. Reality: Swift is a system administrator for a chaotic, magical OS that 

frequently crashes.

Strategic Implications for the Urban Fantasy Genre



Kate Griffin (the adult pseudonym for Catherine Webb) successfully pivoted the genre away from romanticized 

Gothic elements toward a Industrial-Technological Mysticism. The broader implications for writers and 

strategists include the realization that 'magic' can be derived from any high-complexity system, whether it be a city, 

a stock market, or a global internet network. A Madness of Angelsproves that the more complex a system

becomes, the more 'magical' its emergent properties appear.

As London continues to evolve into a 'Smart City', the relevance of the Matthew Swift series grows. The integration 

of 5G, IoT (Internet of Things), and pervasive surveillance provides a modern equivalent to the 'Blue Electric 

Angels' of 2009. Swift’s journey reminds us that in the heart of the machine, there is always a ghost—or perhaps, a 

madness of angels—waiting to be acknowledged. The series remains a masterclass in technical world-building,

offering a roadmap for how to weave the mundane and the miraculous into a cohesive, logically consistent tapestry.
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