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In the contemporary landscape of actuarial science and automotive engineering, the intersection of data and safety 

is paramount. The AP Statistics Investigative Task on Auto Safetyserves as a foundational case study for

understanding how insurance companies evaluate risk through empirical data. This analysis focuses on the injury

loss ratings of various vehicle classes, transitioning from raw data collection to professional reporting. By examining

the variability in safety performance between small and mid-sized vehicles, we can uncover the underlying risk

factors that drive insurance premiums and safety policy.

The Theoretical Framework of Actuarial Risk Assessment

Before delving into the specific data provided, it is essential to understand the theoretical framework used by 

insurance analysts. Risk assessment is not merely about calculating averages; it is about understanding the 

distribution of outcomes. In the context of automobile safety, an injury loss rating is a relative measure. These

ratings are typically normalized against a baseline, where a higher score indicates a higher frequency or severity of

injury claims per insured vehicle year.

Descriptive vs. Inferential Statistics in Safety

Statistics in auto safety are divided into two primary domains: descriptive statistics, which summarize the 

characteristics of a specific dataset, and inferential statistics, which allow analysts to make broader

generalizations about the entire population of vehicles on the road. For the Investigative Task, the focus is heavily

on descriptive comparative analysis, requiring a deep understanding of the five-number summary and measures of

dispersion.

Technical Analysis of Injury Ratings: Small vs. Mid-Size Vehicles

The core of this investigative task lies in comparing the performance of different car categories. Based on the 

provided data, we observe a significant variation in the Injury Loss Ratings for small cars compared to their larger 

counterparts. To perform a robust analysis, we must employ the Five-Number Summary, which includes the

Minimum, First Quartile (Q1), Median, Third Quartile (Q3), and Maximum.

Breaking Down the Five-Number Summary for Small Cars

The data for small cars reveals a wide spread of performance metrics. With a minimum rating of 63 and a 

maximum of 247, the range is 184 units. This indicates that the "small car" category is not monolithic; some

models perform exceptionally well (comparable to larger vehicles), while others present significantly higher risks.

•  Minimum (63): Represents the safest vehicle in the cohort, potentially benefiting from advanced crumple 

zones or superior airbag systems.

•  First Quartile (67): Suggests that 25% of small cars have very low injury ratings, concentrated near the 

minimum.

•  Median (155): The middle value indicates that half of the small cars have ratings above 155, which is a critical 

benchmark for risk assessment.

•  Third Quartile (246): This high value indicates that the top 25% of small cars are extremely high-risk, with 



ratings nearly four times higher than the safest models.

•  Maximum (247): The peak of the risk spectrum.

Comparative Metrics Table

The following table provides a structured comparison of car sizes based on standard safety metrics often utilized in

investigative tasks.



Metric Small Cars (Sample) Mid-Size Cars (Projected) Statistical Significance

Sample Minimum 63 Higher Baseline Small cars have lower 
entry-level risk.

Interquartile Range (IQR) 179 Moderate Small cars exhibit higher 
variability in safety.

Median Rating 155 Typically Lower Larger mass generally 
correlates to lower ratings.

Skewness Right-Skewed Near-Symmetric Small cars have a long tail 
toward high risk.

Procedural Execution: How to Conduct the Analysis

When acting as a consultant for an automobile insurance company, the methodology for analyzing this data must

be rigorous. The following step-by-step workflow ensures technical accuracy and professional clarity.

Step 1: Data Verification and Cleaning

Before any plotting occurs, the analyst must ensure the integrity of the data. This involves identifying any outliers.

Using the 1.5*IQR rule, we can determine if the maximum value of 247 is a statistical outlier. For the small car data,

IQR = 246 - 67 = 179. 1.5 * 179 = 268.5. Adding this to Q3 (246 + 268.5) gives us a boundary far above our

maximum, suggesting that while 247 is high, it is a legitimate part of the distribution tail.

Step 2: Constructing Comparative Plots

Visual representation is crucial for communicating risk to non-technical stakeholders (e.g., "the Boss"). Two primary

plot types are recommended:

1.  Side-by-Side Boxplots: These are the most effective tools for comparing the medians and IQRs of small and 

mid-size cars simultaneously. They clearly highlight differences in central tendency and spread.

2.  Histograms: Useful for identifying the modality of the data. A bimodal distribution in small cars might suggest 

that the category actually contains two distinct sub-types of vehicles with different safety engineering standards.

Step 3: Calculating Summary Statistics

Beyond the five-number summary, calculating the mean and standard deviationprovides insight into the average

risk and the consistency of safety across the fleet. If the mean is significantly higher than the median (155), it

confirms a right-skewed distribution, indicating that a few very dangerous models are pulling the average risk

upward.

The Mathematical Principles of Risk Distribution

In insurance underwriting, the Variability (Standard Deviation) is often more important than the average. A 

vehicle category with a low average rating but high standard deviation is difficult to price accurately. The data for 

small cars shows an IQR of 179, which is extremely high. This volatility means that the "small car" label is not a

reliable predictor of safety on its own, and underwriters must look at specific model data.

Formulaic Representation of Variability

To calculate the variance (<;"’�öb�F†W6R�–æ§W y ratings, we use the formula:
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Where xi represents individual car ratings, ;À is the population mean, and Nis the number of vehicles. High variance

in small cars necessitates higher "uncertainty loads" in insurance premiums.

Practical Implementation: Writing the Professional Report

A technical writer must bridge the gap between raw numbers and executive decision-making. The report to the

insurance company boss should follow a standard corporate structure.

Executive Summary

The summary should lead with the most impactful finding: Car size is a significant predictor of injury loss, but

variability within the small car segment is the primary driver of financial risk.

Analysis of Findings

Detail the comparative plots. For instance, if the boxplot for mid-size cars is shifted entirely to the left of the small 

car boxplot, it proves that even the riskiest mid-size cars are safer than the median small car. Use strong

terminology like "stochastic dominance" if the data supports that one category is objectively safer across all

percentiles.

Recommendations for Underwriting

Based on the statistical spread, the recommendation might be to implement a tiered pricing structure for small cars

rather than a flat rate. Vehicles in the Q1 range (ratings 63-67) should receive "Preferred" status, while those in the

Q3-Max range (246-247) should be placed in a high-risk pool.

Case Study: Addressing Anomalies in Safety Data

In real-world applications, we often encounter anomalies. Consider a scenario where a small car has a rating of 

247 despite having modern safety features. A deep dive into the Investigative Task  context might reveal that this 

specific model has a high propensity for rollovers, a factor that traditional frontal crash tests might miss. This 

highlights the importance of multivariate analysis—looking at weight, center of gravity, and electronic stability

control alongside injury ratings.

Common Errors in Statistical Interpretation

•  Confusing Correlation with Causation: Small cars having higher ratings doesn't mean smallness *causes* the 

injury; it may be that small cars are driven more frequently in urban environments where minor accidents are 

common.

•  Ignoring Sample Size: If the mid-size car data is based on 500 cars and the small car data on 50, the 

reliability of the comparison is compromised.

•  Over-reliance on the Mean: In skewed data (like our small car sample), the mean is a poor representation of 

the "typical" car. The median (155) is much more descriptive.

The Broader Implications of Automotive Safety Analytics

The transition from manual investigative tasks to automated Machine Learning (ML)models is the future of the

industry. Predictive analytics can now use the variables identified in this study to forecast injury losses for models

that haven't even hit the market yet. By training algorithms on historical five-number summaries and vehicle

dimensions, insurance companies can set premiums with surgical precision.



Ultimately, the analysis of auto safety data is a vital exercise in public health and financial stability. By applying

rigorous statistical methods to injury loss ratings, we move beyond anecdotal evidence ("big cars are safer") to a

nuanced, data-driven understanding of automotive risk. This allows for better consumer choices, more equitable

insurance pricing, and more effective safety regulations. The investigative task is not just a classroom exercise; it is

a simulation of the critical thinking required to navigate a world governed by data.

Baca Juga (Artikel Terkait)
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