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The publication of Ayat-Ayat Cinta 2 (AAC2) by Habiburrahman El Shirazy marked a significant milestone in 

Indonesian contemporary literature. As a sequel to the groundbreaking original, AAC2 transitions from the 

collegiate settings of Al-Azhar, Cairo, to the intellectually rigorous atmosphere of Edinburgh, Scotland. This 

transition is not merely geographical but also thematic, moving from a coming-of-age spiritual romance to a 

complex exploration of religious pluralism, socio-political integration, and academic excellencein a post-9/11

Western context. This article provides an in-depth technical analysis of the novel and its subsequent film

adaptation, examining the narrative architecture, the application of critical discourse analysis in gender relations,

and the technical specifications of its publication.

1. Theoretical Framework: The 'Pembangunan Jiwa' Genre

Habiburrahman El Shirazy defines AAC2 as a 'Novel Pembangunan Jiwa'(Soul-Building Novel). This

classification is technical rather than merely descriptive. It implies a structured narrative designed to elicit specific

psychological and spiritual developments in the reader. The framework of a soul-building novel relies on the

following structural pillars:

•  Ethical Idealism: The protagonist serves as a moral North Star, navigating complex ethical dilemmas without 

compromising core values.

•  Didactic Integration: Technical information regarding history, theology, and science is woven into the dialogue 

and exposition to educate the reader.

•  Emotional Catharsis: The use of 'pathos' to connect the reader to the protagonist's suffering, specifically the 

loss of his wife, Aisha, which serves as the primary conflict driver.

1.1. Narrative Architecture and Plot Mechanics

The plot of AAC2 is driven by a dual-layered conflict. The primary external conflict involves Fahri’s struggle to 

integrate into a diverse Edinburgh neighborhood while facing Islamophobia and interpersonal hostility from his 

neighbors. The internal conflict centers on his unresolved grief and the mystery of Aisha’s disappearance in 

Palestine. From a technical storytelling perspective, the novel employs a linear narrative with fragmented 

flashbacks to maintain suspense regarding Aisha's fate while advancing the current timeline in Scotland.

2. Technical Analysis: Philology and Academic Context

A unique aspect of AAC2 is its heavy emphasis on Philology. Fahri Abdullah is depicted as a researcher and

lecturer at the University of Edinburgh, tasked with replacing Professor Charlotte. This career choice is not

incidental; it provides a platform for the author to discuss the history of manuscripts and the intersection of Islamic

and Western intellectual traditions.

2.1. The Role of Philology in the Narrative

In the text, Philology serves as a metaphor for human understanding. Just as a philologist must carefully 

reconstruct ancient texts to find their original meaning, Fahri must reconstruct his life and the lives of those around 

him (Keira, Jason, Brenda) to find the 'original' goodness within them. The inclusion of academic lectures within the 



novel serves to elevate the work from standard fiction to an educational resource.



Technical Component Implementation in AAC2 Narrative Function

Setting Edinburgh, Scotland (University of 
Edinburgh)

Provides a cross-cultural landscape 
for dialogue.

Protagonist Archetype The Polymath (Scholar/Philologist) Enables intellectual discourse on 
religion and science.

Primary Conflict Missing Person / Social Hostility Drives the mystery and the 
'da'wah' (proselytizing) subtext.

Genre Hybridity Romance, Mystery, Academic Fiction Targets a wide demographic of 
readers.

3. Critical Discourse Analysis: Gender Relations and the Sara Mills Model

Academic studies, such as those by Vera W. Jamaluddin, have utilized the Sara Mills Modelof Critical Discourse

Analysis (CDA) to examine gender roles in AAC2. This model focuses on how women are represented in texts—

whether as subjects (active participants) or objects (recipients of action).

3.1. The Subject-Object Position of Female Characters

In AAC2, characters like Keira and Brendaundergo significant transformations. Initially presented as antagonistic

or 'troubled' (objects of Fahri's help), they eventually gain agency as they resolve their internal traumas. However,

the discourse often places Fahri in a paternalistic role, where his guidance is the catalyst for their development.

This creates a specific gender dynamic where the male protagonist remains the central 'Subject' through which the

female 'Objects' find redemption.

3.2. Relational Dynamics

The relationship between Fahri and Aisha (even in her absence) defines the boundary of the 'ideal' Muslim 

marriage. Aisha is portrayed as a martyr and a symbol of unwavering support, while Sabina (a mysterious 

character who enters Fahri's house) represents the theme of unconditional service. The technical execution of

these characters serves to reinforce traditional moral values while navigating modern social complexities.

4. From Text to Screen: Technical Challenges in Film Adaptation

The transition of a 698-page novel into a cinematic format presents significant engineering challenges in 

scriptwriting and production. The film adaptation of Ayat-Ayat Cinta 2had to condense complex theological debates

into visual metaphors.

4.1. Comparative Evaluation: Novel vs. Film

Adapting a work of 'soul-building' fiction requires balancing the internal monologues of the novel with the external

actions required for cinema. The following table highlights the technical differences between the two mediums:



Feature Novel (Habiburrahman El Shirazy) Film (MD Pictures)

Pacing Slow, contemplative, detailed 
exposition.

Fast-paced, focused on dramatic 
peaks.

Character Depth Deep internal psychological profiling. Visual characterization and dialogue-
driven.

Thematic Focus Intellectual/Philological discourse. Emotional/Romantic drama and visual 
aesthetics.

Resolution Extensive epilogue on the fate of all 
characters.

Condensed dramatic conclusion for 
cinematic impact.

4.2. Directorial and Cinematographic Techniques

The use of Edinburgh's Gothic architecturein the film serves to emphasize the 'cold' and 'distant' atmosphere

Fahri feels initially. The technical use of lighting—transitioning from grey, muted tones in the beginning to warmer

hues as Fahri bridges the gap with his neighbors—visually represents the 'pembangunan jiwa' (soul building)

theme of the source material.

5. Bibliographical Data and Publication Metrics

For researchers and collectors, the physical and metadata specifications of AAC2 are essential. Published by 

Republika Penerbit, the novel saw multiple printings and editions, reflecting its commercial success.

•  Title: Ayat-Ayat Cinta 2

•  Author: Habiburrahman El Shirazy

•  Publisher: Republika / PT Pustaka Abdi Bangsa

•  Publication Year: 2015 (First Edition), 2016 (Subsequent Editions)

•  ISBN: 978-602-0822-15-0

•  Page Count: 698 pages

•  Dimensions: 20 cm x 13.5 cm (Standard Trade Paperback)

•  Format: Print, E-book, and Talking Book (Daisy format for the visually impaired)

6. Practical Application: Lessons in Social Integration

Beyond its literary value, AAC2 provides a 'field guide' for Muslims living in minority contexts. The protagonist's

actions can be categorized into several actionable strategies for social harmony:

1.  The 'Good Neighbor' Policy: Fahri utilizes his resources to help his neighbors (the elderly, the marginalized) 

regardless of their hostility toward him. This is a tactical application of the Islamic concept of Ihsan.

2.  Intellectual Contribution: By excelling in his field (Philology), Fahri earns the respect of the academic 

community, proving that religious identity is compatible with high-level scientific rigor.

3.  Conflict De-escalation: The narrative provides multiple case studies on how to handle verbal abuse and 

physical threats through patience and logical rebuttal rather than retaliation.

7. Common Pitfalls and Misinterpretations

When analyzing AAC2, several common errors occur in both academic and casual circles. Addressing these is

crucial for a technical understanding of the work:



7.1. Oversimplification of Romance

Critics often reduce AAC2 to a 'polygamy novel' or a 'simple romance.' However, a technical reading reveals that 

the romance is a sub-plotused to anchor the more complex discussions on human rights, the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict, and European social dynamics.

7.2. Hallucinating Historical Inaccuracies

Some readers mistake the fictionalized University of Edinburgh settings for a documentary. While the author 

conducted extensive research, certain administrative and academic procedures are modified for narrative flow 

(dramatic license). It is important to distinguish between the realistic setting and the fictionalized academic 

timeline.

8. Synthesizing the Impact of Ayat-Ayat Cinta 2

The enduring legacy of Ayat-Ayat Cinta 2lies in its ability to synthesize traditional Islamic values with the

complexities of the modern globalized world. It serves as a bridge between the East and the West, utilizing the

medium of the novel to conduct a form of 'soft diplomacy.' Through the character of Fahri, Habiburrahman El

Shirazy offers a model of a 'global citizen' who remains rooted in his faith while contributing significantly to the

collective knowledge of humanity.

From a technical writing perspective, the novel's success is attributed to its multi-layered engagement: it satisfies

the casual reader's desire for emotional drama while providing the academic reader with a wealth of philological

and socio-political data to analyze. The transition of this narrative across different media—from print to cinema and

even talking books—demonstrates its robust structural integrity and its resonance with a diverse audience. As a

case study in modern Indonesian literature, AAC2 remains a primary reference for the 'pembangunan jiwa' genre,

setting a high standard for narrative depth and thematic ambition.
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