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In the intersection of clinical practice and narrative medicine, few works in the Indonesian literary landscape have 

achieved the cultural resonance of the Cado-cado (Catatan Dodol Calon Dokter) series. Penned by Ferdiriva 

Hamzah, a prominent ophthalmologist, this series represents more than just humorous anecdotes; it serves as a

foundational text in the ‘Physician-Writer’ genre within Southeast Asia. This article provides a comprehensive

technical breakdown of the series, analyzing its structural components, the psychological underpinnings of its

narratives, and its impact on the medical education discourse.

The Proliferation of the Physician-Writer Genre

The concept of the physician-writer is a storied tradition, from the existential inquiries of Oliver Sacks to the 

systemic critiques of Atul Gawande. Ferdiriva Hamzah follows this lineage by utilizing the memoir format to bridge 

the gap between the hermetic world of medical training and the lay public. The Cado-cado series specifically 

focuses on the clinical clerkship phase (known in Indonesia as Ko-asistensi or ko-ass), which is the most volatile

and formative period of a physician's education.

The Technical Framework of Medical Memoirs

To understand the success of the Cado-cado series, one must examine the technical framework of the narrative.

The literature is characterized by several core mechanics:

•  Anecdotal Evidence: Utilizing short, self-contained stories to illustrate broader systemic issues within 

healthcare.

•  Humor as a Defense Mechanism: The application of Gallows Humor (dark comedy) to process the trauma 

and exhaustion inherent in medical training.

•  Narrative Medicine: The use of storytelling to humanize patient-provider interactions, moving beyond purely 

diagnostic data.

Bibliographic Data and Technical Specifications

For collectors and researchers of contemporary Indonesian literature, the physical and digital metadata of the

series provides insight into the publishing trends of the late 2000s and early 2010s. The following table summarizes

the technical specifications of the core titles within the Cado-cado ecosystem.



Title ISBN Publisher Dimensions Page Count Year

Cado-cado: 
Catatan Dodol 
Calon Dokter

979-602-8066-12
-5

Bukuné 13.5 x 19 cm 208 pages 2008

Cado-Cado 
Kuadrat

978-602-2200-
XX-X

Bukuné 13 x 19 cm 224 pages 2013

Cado-Cado 3: 
Susahnya Jadi 
Dokter Muda

N/A (Reprinted) Bukuné 13 x 19 cm 216 pages 2014

Cado-Cado 
Dikomikin

Various Bukuné Graphic Novel Varies 2015+

As indicated in the table, the series maintained a consistent format, utilizing a compact 13 x 19 cm trim size. This 

portability was strategic, catering to a demographic of young adults and students. The publisher, Bukuné,

specialized in the 'comedy-memoir' boom, leveraging authors who had established digital footprints via blogs.

Structural Analysis: The Clinical Clerkship Cycle

The narrative arc of Cado-cado: Catatan Dodol Calon Dokter follows a cyclical structure based on medical 

rotations. In the Indonesian medical system, a ko-ass must rotate through various departments, including Internal 

Medicine, Pediatrics, Surgery, and Obstetrics and Gynecology. Each rotation serves as a narrative 'chapter'

with its own set of technical challenges and social dynamics.

The Psychological Profiling of Patient Interactions

One of the defining features of Ferdiriva Hamzah’s writing is his ability to categorize patient behaviors through a 

lens of both medical observation and social commentary. In his description of patient variety, he compares them to 

characters from The Smurfs, creating a taxonomy of temperaments:

1.  The Aggressor: Patients who project their fear or pain through anger, requiring de-escalation techniques.

2.  The Introvert: Patients who withhold critical diagnostic information due to modesty or fear, requiring 

empathetic inquiry.

3.  The Extrovert: Patients who offer excessive, often non-clinical information, requiring the physician to filter 

data for pertinent symptoms.

Mathematical Modeling of the Medical Student Workload

While not explicitly stated in a formulaic manner in the books, the Cado-cado narrative effectively illustrates the 

Burnout Probability (Bp) in medical students, which can be theoretically modeled as:

Bp = (W / R) * (S + E)

Where:W (Workload): Total hours spent in rotations, on-call shifts, and studying.R (Resilience): The student's 

psychological coping mechanisms (often humor in Hamzah's case).S (Sleep Deprivation): The inverse of 

cognitive clarity.E (Emotional Labor): The cost of managing patient expectations and witnessing mortality.

Hamzah’s writing suggests that when R (Resilience) is augmented through humor and social support, the Bp 

(Burnout Probability) decreases, even when W and S are at suboptimal levels.



Comparative Evolution: Cado-Cado to Cado-Cado Kuadrat

As the series progressed from the original 2008 release to Cado-Cado Kuadrat (2013), a shift in technical depth 

and authorial perspective is observable. The first book focuses primarily on the shock of entering the clinical world. 

In contrast, the sequels delve into the nuances of being a Dokter Muda(Young Doctor) and the transition toward

specialization.

Technical Shift in Narrative Voice

In the first volume, the tone is predominantly slapstick and observational. By the third volume, Cado-Cado 3: 

Susahnya Jadi Dokter Muda, the narrative integrates more procedural complexity. The author discusses the

difficulty of performing specific medical tasks under pressure, providing a more granular look at the 'apprenticeship'

model of medical learning.

Implementation: How to Analyze Medical Memoirs for Educational Use

For educators in the medical humanities, the Cado-cado series can be utilized as a tool for Reflective Practice.

The following step-by-step guide outlines how to integrate these texts into a medical curriculum:

Phase 1: Identification of Ethical Dilemmas

Students read a selected chapter (e.g., a rotation in the ER) and identify the underlying ethical tension between 

clinical efficiency and patient empathy. The Smurf-like patient descriptions can be used to discuss implicit bias

and how physicians categorize patients.

Phase 2: Narrative Reconstruction

Students are asked to rewrite a scene from the patient's perspective. This exercise utilizes the Narrative 

Competence framework developed by Rita Charon to build empathy.

Phase 3: Technical Evaluation of Coping Mechanisms

Analyze the role of humor in the text. Is the humor adaptive (building team cohesion) or maladaptive(dehumanizing

the patient)? This critical distinction is vital for developing long-term professional resilience.

The SEO and Market Landscape of Cado-Cado

From an SEO and digital marketing perspective, Cado-cado remains a high-intent keyword within the Indonesian 

book market. As of July 2024, the series maintains a strong presence on e-commerce platforms like Shopee and 

Tokopedia. The enduring popularity of the series is driven by its evergreen content—medical training remains a

universal experience, and the humor does not expire.

Market Comparison Table: New vs. Used Market Trends



Platform Item Condition Price Range (IDR) Demand Level

Shopee/Tokopedia New (Reprint/Original) Rp40,000 - Rp65,000 High

Pre-loved/Used Out of Print (First Ed.) Rp25,000 - Rp45,000 Moderate

Digital (E-book) Licensed Edition Rp35,000 - Rp50,000 Increasing

For content strategists, targeting keywords like "Novel Cado Cado Ferdiriva Hamzah" and "Catatan Dodol Calon 

Dokter" requires an understanding of the long-tail search intentassociated with medical students and fans of

Indonesian pop culture.

Troubleshooting Common Misconceptions in the Series

While the series is categorized as comedy, several operational and technical misconceptions often arise among

readers. Addressing these is essential for a technical analysis of the work.

•  Misconception: The events are purely fictional. Reality: While names and specific identifiers are changed for 

patient privacy (HIPAA-equivalent standards in Indonesia), the core clinical scenarios are based on real logbook 

entries required for graduation.

•  Misconception: The humor undermines medical professionalism. Reality: Sociological studies on "backstage 

behavior" in hospitals suggest that humor is a vital tool for preventing compassion fatigue.

•  Misconception: The series is only for medical professionals. Reality: The narrative structure follows the 

universal Hero’s Journey, making it accessible to any reader interested in personal growth and institutional survival.

The Broader Implications of the Cado-Cado Phenomenon

The technical and cultural success of Ferdiriva Hamzah’s work has paved the way for a generation of Indonesian 

healthcare professionals to embrace public communication. By breaking the 'God complex' often associated with 

physicians, the Cado-cadoseries demystifies the medical profession. It highlights the vulnerability of the trainee,

the absurdity of the hospital hierarchy, and the profound humanity found in the patient-doctor bond.

In a larger context, the series acts as a sociological record of the Indonesian healthcare system in the early 21st 

century. It captures the transition from paper-based records to a more modern, yet still overburdened, 

infrastructure. The recurring themes of "serba salah" (always being wrong) in Cado-Cado Kuadrat: Dokter Muda 

Serba Salah perfectly encapsulates the Power Dynamicsbetween senior consultants and junior residents, a topic

that remains relevant in medical education reform globally.

Ultimately, the Cado-cado series is not merely a collection of "dodol" (silly) notes. It is a sophisticated, layered 

narrative that uses the Trojan Horse of comedy to deliver profound insights into the rigors of medical training. For 

the technical writer, the series serves as a masterclass in audience engagement, demonstrating how complex,

high-stress environments can be translated into relatable, educational, and commercially successful content. As the

medical field continues to evolve with technology, the core human experiences documented by Hamzah remain a

vital touchstone for understanding what it truly means to become a doctor.
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